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Task 1
Complete the following quotes. 
1. ‘solitary as an o_____’ 
2. ‘I wear the chain I f_____ in life’ 
3. ‘Mankind was my b_______’
4. ‘as l____ as a feather’ 
5. ‘as happy as a s________’
6. ‘M___________ ice’ 
7. ‘c_______ old sinner’ 
8. ‘like a c____, yet not so like a child as like an old man’ 
9. ‘Another i___ has displaced me’ 
10. ‘ hard and s____ as flint’ 
TIF – analyse the quotes and comment on devices/ word connotations. Add a label to show where these happen in the novella and their significance. 

Task 2; 
Create a paragraph in response to the following question; 
How does Dickens present the character of Scrooge in the opening of the novella? 
You should include; 
· A thesis statement with two epithets/ a subordinating conjunction and a comma 
· A topic sentence whereby you have turned your epithets into abstract nouns 
· An embedded quote with quote marks 
· Analysis of your quote. 
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Task 3; 
The significance of Belle. 
 "It matters little," she said, softly. "To you, very little. Another idol has displaced me; and if it can cheer and comfort you in time to come, as I would have tried to do, I have no just cause to grieve." 
"What Idol has displaced you?" he rejoined.
"A golden one."
"This is the even-handed dealing of the world!" he said. "There is nothing on which it is so hard as poverty; and there is nothing it professes to condemn with such severity as the pursuit of wealth!"
"You fear the world too much," she answered, gently. "All your other hopes have merged into the hope of being beyond the chance of its sordid reproach. I have seen your nobler aspirations fall off one by one, until the master-passion, Gain, engrosses you. Have I not?" 
"What then?" he retorted. "Even if I have grown so much wiser, what then? I am not changed towards you."
She shook her head.
"Am I?"
"Our contract is an old one. It was made when we were both poor and content to be so, until, in good season, we could improve our worldly fortune by our patient industry. You are changed. When it was made, you were another man."
"I was a boy," he said impatiently.
"Your own feeling tells you that you were not what you are," she returned. "I am. That which promised happiness when we were one in heart, is fraught with misery now that we are two. How often and how keenly I have thought of this, I will not say. It is enough that I have thought of it, and can release you." 
"Have I ever sought release?"
"In words? No. Never."
"In what, then?"
"In a changed nature; in an altered spirit; in another atmosphere of life; another Hope as its great end. In everything that made my love of any worth or value in your sight.”
· Read through the extract about the character of Belle. 
· Create a flow chart in the space below  and include epithets to describe her character and to describe their relationship 
· Why does Dickens choose to include a previous relationship? 
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Task 4; 
In his book An Essay on the Principle of Population, The Reverend Thomas Robert Malthus (13 February 1766 – 23 December 1834) observed that an increase in a nation's food production improved the well-being of the nation’s people, but the improvement was temporary because it led to population growth, which in turn restored the original per capita production level.
In other words, when mankind is doing well and producing lots of food and goods it does not use them to improve their own quality of life. Instead, they use that abundance of goods to have more children and increase the population. This meant there was no longer an abundance, but there was often a shortage instead.
In the past, populations grew until the lower classes suffered hardship and want. At this point, they became vulnerable to famine and disease –and often died.
Malthus thought we would never have a truly perfect (or utopian) society, because every time we came close to providing a great standard of life for everyone, the population grew and the process had to start again.
This idea became known as the Malthusian controversy and it was influential across economic, political, social and scientific thought. For our purposes, it’s important to see the big influence it had on Charles Dickens.
Read through the information above for AO3 – 
· How does this link with A Christmas Carol? 
· What quotes link to this topic? 
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Task 5 

"At this festive season of the year, Mr. Scrooge," said the gentleman, taking up a pen, "it is more than usually desirable that we should make some slight provision for the Poor and Destitute, who suffer greatly at the present time.  Many thousands are in want of common necessaries; hundreds of thousands are in want of common comforts, sir."
"Are there no prisons?" asked Scrooge.
"Plenty of prisons," said the gentleman, laying down the pen again.
"And the Union workhouses?"  demanded Scrooge.  "Are they still in operation?"
"They are.  Still," returned the gentleman, "I wish I could say they were not."
"The Treadmill and the Poor Law are in full vigour, then?"  said Scrooge.
"Both very busy, sir."
"Oh!  I was afraid, from what you said at first, that something had occurred to stop them in their useful course," said Scrooge.  "I'm very glad to hear it."
"Under the impression that they scarcely furnish Christian cheer of mind or body to the multitude," returned the gentleman, "a few of us are endeavouring to raise a fund to buy the Poor some meat and drink and means of warmth.  We choose this time, because it is a time, of all others, when Want is keenly felt, and Abundance rejoices.  What shall I put you down for?"
"Nothing!" Scrooge replied.
"You wish to be anonymous?"
"I wish to be left alone," said Scrooge.  "Since you ask me what I wish, gentlemen, that is my answer.  I don't make merry myself at Christmas and I can't afford to make idle people merry.  I help to support the establishments I have mentioned -- they cost enough; and those who are badly off must go there."
"Many can't go there; and many would rather die."
"If they would rather die," said Scrooge, "they had better do it, and decrease the surplus population.  Besides -- excuse me -- I don't know that."
Starting with this extract, how does Dickens present Scrooge’s attitudes towards the poor? 
Think about;
· how Dickens presents Scrooge’s attitude to the poor in this extract 
· how Dickens presents attitudes towards the poor in the novel as a whole
(30 marks) 
Don’t forget to link back to Task 4. 
