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KS4 English Curriculum
Year 10: Morality and Immorality
(A Christmas Carol alongside various Power and Conflict and Unseen Poems) 



Parental Guide




Curriculum Intent
To introduce students to Charles Dickens’ A Christmas Carol through the lens of Thomas
Malthus’ economic and social ideologies and to a range of Unseen Poetry and selected poems from the Power and Conflict Poetry Anthology that compliment A Christmas Carol in terms of theme and message. Students will examine how the novel’s messages are reflected through a stimulating and challenging range of poetry which will inform their appreciation of Dickens’ novella and contribute to their wider reading and analytical skills. 

Students will also:
- take part in a series of structured, teacher led discussions where the use of academic
language is modelled and scaffolded.
- learn to write powerful, analytical sentences and comparative statements through the
granular ‘Couch to 5k’ approach to extended writing.
- experience regular reading fluency lessons which will focus on mastery and
performance of texts.

Key Skill Areas
- Construct analytical statements in the form of thesis statements.
- Select and embed relevant textual detail.
- Make use of appositives and ‘excellent epithets’ to signal the direction of extended
analytical writing.
- Analyse the writer’s use of language, structure and form, using subject terminology
accurately and with sophistication.
- Evaluate the writer’s intent through the rejection of Malthus’ arguments.
- Compare literary texts in relation to literary concepts, ideas and methods.


Core Knowledge
	Content
	A Christmas Carol 
Preface to A Christmas Carol 
London – William Blake 
Extract From, The Prelude – William Blake 
Exposure – Wilfred Owen 
Night of the Scorpion - Nissim Ezekiel
Yours – Daniel Hoffman
Fire and Ice – Robert Frost 

	Context
	Dicken’s own life and experiences
Thomas Malthus’ ideology
Victorian society in terms of the class divide, the industrial revolution and impacts on society, religion and sabbatarianism, beliefs about death, The Poor Law and workhouses, Victorian attitudes towards Christmas, Victorian science of physiognomy
Pamphlet/novella
Religious references – ghosts as divine intervention, Old Testament story of Israelites who melted their jewellery to create a golden calf to worship instead of God, redemption, reference to penance by Marley, Catholic concept of purgatory, Christ’s light and The Ghost of Christmas Past, Holly wreath of Ghost of Christmas Present representing Jesus’ crown of thorns. 
Allusion to Hamlet in Stave I
Plenty’s horn reference – Greek/Roman mythology 
Social Novel/social novelist 
Conventions of gothic literature
Allegory 
World War One context including brief history, propaganda and its influence, Owen’s own experience of war as a soldier, trench warfare. 
William Blake’s life and beliefs 
Romanticism/The Romantic Movement

	The Universal Human Condition and Experience
	Redemption, poverty, suffering and corruption, greed and desire, regret/remorse, guilt, responsibility, empathy, sympathy, good vs evil, charity, duty, loss and grief, morality, patriotism, abuse of power, authority, unity, love and hatred.

	Methods have Meaning
	Allegory, Listing, Symbolism, Cyclical structure, Motif, Allusion – historical, mythological, literary, biblical, Microcosm, Repetition, Juxtaposition, Metaphor, simile, Characters as vehicles, Tenor, vehicle, ground, Narrative voice, Foreshadowing, quatrains, hexameters, rhyme, assonance, iambic pentameter, personification. 
Form: pamphlet vs novella, obituary, blank verse,

	Criticism and critical interpretation  
	Reception of a Victorian audience as opposed to modern day reception
Dickens as a critic of religious practice or a supporter or religious values? 
Dickens as a failed revolutionary in comparison to Engels and Marx.
Romantic/revolutionary views of London in the 19th century. 
Interpretations of propaganda/World War One based on perspective. 

	Mastery of SPAG 
	Dashes. 
Question marks. 
Commas through use of listing. 
Simple, compound and complex sentences.
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Allusion
Metaphor
Tenor
Vehicle
Ground 
Stave 
Cyclical Structure 
Symbolism
Motif 
Allegory 
Simile
Listing 
Microcosm
Repetition
Juxtaposition
Narrative voice
Foreshadowing 
Quatrains
Hexameters
Rhyme
Assonance
Obituary 
Pamphlet
Novella
Social Novelist 
Oxymoron 
Serialisation 

Topic Vocabulary:


Misanthropic
miserly
avarice
philanthropic
benevolent
parsimonious
epiphany
antithesis
unhallowed
entreaty
trifle
surplus
morose
resolute
solitude
congenial
caustic
endeavoured
remorse
condescension
celestial
apprehensive, consolation
apoplectic
opulence
heresy
penitence
shroud
latent
illustrious
feign
Malthusian
Christianity
Redemption
Injustice
Suffering
Condemned
Didactic
Vulnerable
Pitiful
cynical
unsociable
altruistic
appreciative
humility
sympathy
toil
nostalgia
ignorance
recompense
realisation
embodiment
covetous
pessimism,
manacles
chartered
hapless
Summit
Pinnace
Salient
Poignant 
Sceptic 
Rationalist
Paraffin 
Incantation 





Students will know:
- Dickens constructed this entertaining novella in order to channel a socio-political message.
-Blake and Owen also constructed their poems to send socio-political messages. 
- Dickens drew on his own experiences of poverty in order to create a London that was divided in terms of wealth and power.
-Blake, Owen and Wordsworth also drew on their own experiences of London, nature and WW1 to create depictions in their poetry. 
- Scrooge’s redemption is a fantastical, unrealistic outcome but the novel is full of realistic images: it is based on the possibility of radical social change.
- Dickens was writing in response to the political philosophies of Malthus and the novel
can be read through the lens of a rejection of Malthusian ideologies.
-Conventions of gothic literature. 
-How to read and interrogate a text. 
-The types of effect and tone writers create. 
-How writers use specific words and methods to create meaning. 
-Conventions of Romanticism. 
-How to structure analytical and comparative responses. 

Students will be able to:
- Evaluate the ways in which the different methods are employed by writers to achieve
different effects. 
- Explain the ways in which different contexts can function within and upon a text
- Use tenor, vehicle and ground to evaluate a range of metaphors
- Use excellent epithets to write thesis statements
- Use thesis statements to write topic sentences which proffer alternative interpretations
- Embed textual detail to support arguments
- Analyse a writer’s methods in support of an argument
- Use subordinating conjunctions to introduce alternative interpretations
- Use a range of sentence types to create effects
- Speak with confidence to other students, building on the ideas and comments of others
and elevating their vocabulary when challenged to
- Employ different critical positions when interrogating literary texts
-Evaluate the connections between texts 

Revision questions to help you to support your child: 

Encourage your child to speak through their subject knowledge. By taking on the role of the student, ask your child to explain a topic from one of their subjects. Listen carefully and don't be afraid to ask them a question if you do not fully understand what they are saying. This will help them to understand the topic themselves through the process of telling you what they know and help with the transferal of knowledge from their short term to long term memory.

· Who was Charles Dickens and what happened in his younger life that inspired him to write A Christmas Carol? 
· Who was William Blake and what were his beliefs about London in the 19th century? 
· Who was Wilfred Owen and why was he inspired to write ‘Exposure’? 
· Who was William Wordsworth and what are his Romantic beliefs about nature and God? 
· What is Charles Dickens’ message in ‘A Christmas Carol’? 
· What is William Blake trying to convey to his readers in his poem ‘London’? 
· What is Wilfred Owen trying to expose in ‘Exposure’ and why? 
· What is William Wordsworth’s message about nature in ‘Extract From, The Prelude’? 
· Who was Thomas Malthus and wat did he believe about the poor in 19th century London? 
· What as The Poor Law? 
· What is a social novel or social novelist? 
· List and explain the conventions of gothic literature. 
· Explain the following literary terms to me. What is: 
-an allegory
-listing
-symbolism
-a cyclical structure
-a motif
-an allusion
- a microcosm
-repetition
-juxtaposition
-a metaphor
-a simile, 
-foreshadowing
-a quatrain
-hexameters
-rhyme
-assonance
-iambic pentameter
-personification
-blank verse
· Can you give me the definition of the following words/can you use them in a sentence? 
- Misanthropic
-miserly
-avarice
-philanthropic
-benevolent
-parsimonious
-epiphany
-antithesis
-unhallowed
-entreaty
-trifle
-surplus
-morose
-resolute
-solitude
-congenial
-caustic
-endeavoured
-remorse
-condescension
-celestial
-apprehensive, consolation
-apoplectic
-opulence
-heresy
-penitence
-shroud
-latent
-illustrious
-feign
-Malthusian
-Christianity
-Redemption
-Injustice
-Suffering
-Condemned
-Didactic
-Vulnerable
-Pitiful
-cynical
-unsociable
-altruistic
-appreciative
-humility
-sympathy
-toil
-nostalgia
-ignorance
-recompense
-realisation
-embodiment
-covetous
-pessimism,
-manacles
-chartered
-hapless
-Summit
-Pinnace
-Salient
-Poignant 
-Sceptic 
-Rationalist
-Paraffin 
-Incantation 
· How do you structure a Couch25k paragraph? 
· What is the difference between a simple, compound and complex sentence? 
· What is the purpose of a dash? 
· [bookmark: _GoBack]How should you punctuate a list accurately? 
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