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Dictionary
99 Names of God: 99 characteristics of God used by Muslims to try to describe what God is like.
Allah: the Arabic word for God
Ashura: a festival in which Shi’a Muslims mourn the death of Ali’s son Hussein at the Battle of Karbala
Adhan: call to prayer 
Akhirah: afterlife
Burqa: a cloak that covers the body from head to toe, often with mesh screen to see through
Burkini: swimwear worn by Muslim women to maintain modest (it was banned in 20 French towns in 2016)
Caliph: the Arabic word for the leader of the whole Muslims community after the death of Muhammad; it literally means successor. Sunni Muslims call the first four caliphs ‘Rightly Guided Caliphs
Caliphate: the Islamic community ruled over the by the caliph
Circumcise: to remove a male’s foreskin
Civil war: a war between people of the same nation or region
Constitution of Medina: the laws passed by Muhammad in Yathrib when he and his followers first settled there
Day of Judgment: a day when all people’s faith and deeds will be judged by God
Eid-ul-Fitr: three-day celebration after Ramadan
Eid-ul-Adha: four-day celebration in the final month of the Islamic year	
Five pillars: five important acts of worship in a Muslim’s life which for the basis of the faith
Feminist: someone who argues for women’s rights and believes women are not being treated equally
Hafiz: someone who has memorised the Qur’an (man is a hafiz and a woman is called hafiza)
Hijrah: the migration of Muhammad and his followers to Yathrib (Medina) in 622 CE
Hijab: a scarf that covers some or all of the head and hair but not the face
Haram: forbidden
Halal: Permitted
Hadith: the reported sayings of Muhammad, heard by people during his life and written down centuries after his death
Idol: a picture or object that people worship as part of their religion
Ihram: the state of holiness or purity entered into by pilgrims before beginning Hajj
Iman: a word used by Shi’a Muslims to refer to Ali and his 11 descendants. It also means the leader of prayers in a Sunni mosque
Islamphobia: a word meaning a fear or dislike of Muslims, disliking and discriminating against Muslims because of their religion 
Jahannam: hell
Jannah: paradise or heaven
Jihad: struggle- this can be physical or spiritual
Ka’bah: a key holy sit in Mecca; before Muhammad’s time, this building contained 360 idols
Mecca: a city in present day Saudi Arabia; Muhammed was born here in 570 CE
Medina: one of the main cities in Arabia in the time of Muhammad (originally called Yathrib). Muhammad and his followers fled here to escape persecution and create a new Muslim community.
Monotheism: belief in one God
Mosque: the place of worship for Muslims it literally means ‘place of prostration’
Muezzin: a person responsible for performing the adhan in a mosque
Minbar: a platform in a mosque from which the Iman delivers his sermon 
Minaret: a mosque tower from which the muezzin traditionally gives the adhan
Militants: individuals or groups who use violence to spread their ideas
Mihrab: an alcove in a mosque wall showing the direction of Mecca
Niqab: a cloth that covers the head and face except the eyes
Polytheism: belief in more than one God
Prophet: a messenger of God
Prostrating: bowing with part of the body above the knees touching the floor e.g. hands
Pilgrimage: a journey taken to a place of religious importance
Patriarchal: a word used to describe a society where men have more power and control than women.
Qur’an: the holy book of Islam, which Muslims believe contains the word of God; it literally means ‘recitation’ 
Ramadan: the ninth month of the Islamic year (which is based on the moon) fasting for a whole month and the 4th pillar of Islam (Sawm)
Revelation: a message revealed by God to humans
Shi’a: a minority group of Muslims who believe that Ali and his descendants should have succeeded Muhammad as leaders of Islam; the word means ‘party of Ali’. 
Shirk: the Arabic word the sin of worshipping anything other than God, (idol worship is also seen as shirk)
Sunni: the majority (around 85%) of Muslims across the world who believe that the Rightly Guided Caliphs were rightful successors of Muhammad; the word means ‘people of the tradition’
Surah: chapters of the Qur’an, there are 114 surahs in total
Sawm: fasting during the month of Ramadan
Salah: prayers that Muslims must perform five times a day
Secular: non-religious
Shahadah: declaration of faith (1st pillar)
Shariah Law: Guidance on all aspects of life for Muslims, the three main sources of authority the Qur’an, Sunnah and Hadith
Tawhid: belief in the oneness of God
Ummah: Muslim community
Wudu: ritual washing before praying
Zakah: charity – giving 2.5% of your wealth to charity (3rd pillar)


Quotes to use in lessons/exams/essay’sJahiliya:
‘There was no law except the law of the strongest’
‘They worshipped everything conceivable except God’
‘people forgot God’
‘religion was inseparable from trade’
‘Both summer and winter were unbearable’


General:
‘idolaters may hate it’
‘This day I have perfected your religion for you’







Muhammad’s life (migration):
‘rise and warn’ (surah 74) (to the public to forget polytheism)
‘extremism is what destroyed the nation before you’ (Muhammad warned people of this in Medina)

Muhammad’s life (revelation):
‘you are the messenger of Allah and I am Jibril’
‘the Night of Power is better than a thousand months’
Allah sent no prophet that was not a shepherd’ (shepherds have patience)
 ‘Both summer and winter were unbearable’







Qur’an:
‘mother of all books’
‘this is indeed the Qur’an the most honourable’
‘This is the Qur’an in it is guidance sure’



Surah 1:
‘most gracious and most merciful’
‘master of the day of judgment’
‘cherishers and sustainer of the world’s’




Surah 96:
‘created man from a mere clot of blood’
‘he taught the use of pen’
‘does he not realise that God sees’


The five pillars: Shahadah
‘there is no God but Allah and Muhammad is his Messenger’



The five pillars: Salah
‘establish salah to remember me’
‘fixed times has been enjoined on believers’
‘indeed, Allah loves those who turn to him in repentance’
‘Calculated to purify men’


The five pillars: Zakah
‘even a smile is an act of charity’
‘alms are for the poor and needy’
‘not a case of performing charity but of securing purification’








The five pillars: Hajj
‘indeed, Allah loves those who turn to him in repentance’ 
‘Hajj is the gate of paradise’
‘be sure God will know of it’ (anyone who does the duty of Hajj)

The five pillars: Sawm
‘fasting is prescribed for you’
‘so, you mean learn self-restraint’
The first 10 days= ‘mercy’, the second 10 days =’merit his pardon’, the last 10 days =’save from the punishment of hell’







Mosque and Worship:
‘walk towards me and I will run towards you’
‘build a mosque and I will build for you a place in paradise’
‘bow down your head with others’
‘wherever you prostrate becomes a place of worship’






Beliefs: Allah/Tawhid:
‘the most beautiful names belong to Allah’
‘he is the controller and creator of the universe’
‘he begets not nor is he begotten’
‘he is closer to you than the jugular vein’


Beliefs: prophets:
‘prophethood is Allah’s blessing’
‘they are the purest of human beings’
‘Muhammad is the embodiment of the Qur’an’





Beliefs scriptures:
‘Muhammad is the embodiment of the Qur’an’
‘certainly, the Qur’an we have explained every kind of example’



Beliefs Angels:
‘those who believe not in the hereafter, name the angels with female names’
‘we sent forth guardians to watch over you’
‘every angel has been given a role by Allah’
Description of angel Gabriel with a thousand wings



Beliefs Akhirah:
‘it will be said to him read thine own record’
‘the grave shall be enclosed on him and his soul shall be ripped out with rags’
‘from the earth did we create you, and into it we shall return to you. And from it we shall bring you out again’
‘be sure we shall test you’






 


Surah 4
‘speak to them words of kindness and justice’ (orphans)
Beliefs: Divine decree:
‘he has created everything and has ordained for it a measure’
‘nothing can happen outside his will’
‘indeed, Allah knows all that is in heaven and on the earth’
‘God has promised that he will never allow someone to be tempted beyond their means to overcome evil’
‘God abrogates and confirms what he pleases. His is the decree eternal’




Muslims life: Qur’an
‘no one knowns the hidden meanings, only Allah’
‘mother of books’
‘they changed the words from their right places’ (abrogation)
‘God abrogates and confirms what he pleases. His is the decree eternal’
‘we believe in it, the whole of it, its clear and unclear verses’







Muslim life: Sunnah
‘Muhammad is the embodiment of the Qur’an’
‘the sunnah presents the perfect way of life and the will of God’
‘they (the sorcerers) fabricated practices which were in conformity with Islam’





Jihad:
‘establishing right and remove evil from yourself’
‘a Muslim’s duty is to strive the best in the world’
‘the striving of Jihad is primarily the striving to spread Islam and Islamic rule’

Muslim life: Shari’ah
‘it (the sunnah) forms the basis of the Islamic Law’
‘straight path/the way God wants them to walk’
‘follow the law of your land’
‘preparation for now and for afterlife’
‘the basis of Shari’ah is wisdom’




 



Ummah and Muslim ethics:
‘believers are like the part of a building, each one supporting the other’
‘mankind was but one Ummah but different later’
‘my ummah will never error’
‘to every ummah was sent a messenger’

The Four Caliphs and the Spread of Islam:
‘they made the community secure’
‘obey me as long as I obey God and his messenger’ (Abu Bakr)
‘would you turn your back upon your heels’ (when prophet Muhammad died)








Sunni and Shi’a:
‘Shi’a is the party of Ali’, ‘Sunnis are the way of the Prophet’, ‘the imam is sinless by nature’



1. Beliefs and teachings

The six articles of faith in Sunni Islam 
The six beliefs/articles of faith in Sunni Islam are:
1. Believe in the oneness of God
Islam is a part of the Abrahamic faith’s and is a monotheistic religion where all Muslims believe in one God only and that God is Allah. 
Allah does not have a father or mother, he is always present, he has no partners there is no one else like him. Muslims believe Allah controls the whole universe and out of love and mercy Muslims believe Allah has created everything for them. Hence, it is important for Muslims to build a relationship with Allah which should be direct without anyone else.
2. To believe in Malaikah (angels)
[image: ]The power and unity of Allah is so great, that humans are unable to communicate with him but instead has sent messengers (Risalah). The message of Allah is delivered in 3 ways: angel’s, prophets and holy books. 
An essential article of a Muslims faith is belief in the angels of Allah. Muslims believe apart from humans and animals, other beings live in the universe including jinns and angels. 
· Jinns are made from smokeless fire and are neither good nor evil
· Angels (messengers) are made from light and are good. 
Muslims object to any attempts to draw pictures of them as this can be misleading. They are spiritual creatures who never eat, drink, or sleep. There major activity is to serve Allah, obey his orders and glorify him all the time. There are numerous angels and each of them is charged with a certain task.
· Jibrail- gives revelations of Allah to prophets
· Azaril- the angel of death who is present at deathbeds to receive souls
· Israfil- calls all souls on the day of judgement and will sound the trumpets
· Mikail- the protection of the faithful and guardian of placed of worship including the gate to heaven. 
Some of them observe man’s deeds and preserve a comprehensive record of them. On the day of judgement, they will bring forth a full report on man’s good or bad deeds for which he will be rewarded or punished. The creation of angels shows the unlimited power of Allah. They also stand as a good example of highly righteous servants of Allah to be imitated by man. There are purely spirited and splendid beings created by Allah. They have no physical desires or material needs. 
Where do angels live?
Muslims believe that angels are present all the time, especially whenever a person prays or thinks about God. Their presence can be felt as a sensation of peace and love and it helps to build up the atmosphere of worship.
How are angels different from human?
These are beings from a different nature from man. While man is created from soil they are created from light, therefore human beings, except prophets cannot see them in their original nature but may see them if they take a physical form (some believe they can be seen by specially chosen people and at times of great crisis).
Angels have the power to take any form or shape. One Hadith says Muhammad “saw Gabriel as a huge creature covering the horizon between heaven and earth with several thousand wings”.
We should learn about angels because they play a very big role in conducting our affair. We are told that these almost innumerable beings are extremely powerful and are created in such a way that they always obey and never go against divine commands and continuously serve and never tire of serving the Lord.
In spite of this angels are not superior to human beings. Two reasons that support this are:
1st - When Adam was created they were ordered to prostate themselves before him as a sign of greeting and respect, plus he had knowledge that they did not (Iblis was an angel who refused to do this, he was then thrown out of heaven and set up his own kingdom of hell, hence is he referred to as Satan). 
2nd Angels are good whereas humans have to face evil and temptation and then choose to do the right thing. 
The role of an angel:
· To worship and glorify Allah
· To be close to pious people
· To pray for forgiveness of believers
· They help believers to extent of fighting on their side in times of war
· There main task, the one from which their name is derived is that of conveying God’s message to his chosen prophets
· They attend to watch over us. They keep a record of our good and bad deeds and never a word one mentions passes without being registered.
The role of a Jinn:
Jinns are made from smokeless fire who are a community of individuals who are able to make the choice between good and evil. Allah knows best why the jinns were created but it seems that their function is to be a test for mankind, whereas angels prompt man to do good, the disbelieving jinn prompt him to do wrong. Those jinns who choose to disbelieve are the ‘tools’ through which Satan tempts man into disbelief and wrong actions. The main effect of belief of angels is that the believers becomes conscientious to do good so that Allah is not displeased with them.
Muhammad is believed to have told followers that angels surround humans at all times and present a full report on each and every human after death to Allah. Some angels are given special importance by Allah and hold roles of significance in the world. They are mentioned in the Qur’an and therefore given recognition and importance by Muslims today.
Angels in the Qur’an and their importance:
Some angels are given higher ranks than other angels and are known as archangels. Three archangels identified on numerous occasions in the Qur’an and accepted as important to all Muslims are:
· Jibril, or Gabriel as he is recognised in Judaism and Christianity, who is given the role in Islam of revealing messages from Allah to the prophets, most notably revealing the Qur’an to Muhammad  
· Izra’il, who is given the important role of blowing the trumpet twice to signal the start of the Day of Judgement. According to the Qur’an, the first blow will bring all humankind to attention and end all life, while the second will return all humans back to life to face Allah and be judged. 
· Mika’il, recognised in Christianity and Judaism as Michael, and is often shown as the archangel of mercy – he is believed to bring rain and thunder to earth and is seen to be the one who is responsible for giving out rewards to people who are good.
These angels are seen by Muslims to have been given roles of importance by Allah and should therefore be respected and remembered. Muslims believe that Allah chooses to communicate with them, and the angels are important because of this.
What is the significance of angels for Muslims today? 
Belief in Malaikah is a compulsory act, a requirement of being a Muslim, as it forms part of the Six Beliefs of Islam for Sunni Muslims. It is important for Muslims today for several reasons:
· This belief helps Muslims to understand Allah better – the angels are the creations of Allah and therefore reveal truths to Muslims, such as Allah wanting to communicate with humanity and using the angels to pass messages to the prophets.
· Muslims feel a sense of awe and amazement towards Allah as they believe he is transcendent but has been able to communicate with humanity using the angels. 
· Jibril is the angel who was used to reveal the Qur’an to Muhammad. As Muhammad is accepted to have brought the final, perfect message from Allah, he is of particular importance.
· Izra’il and Mika’il are associated with what happens after death for Muslims – something that will also affect how they live. The roles of these angels remind Muslims of the importance of living as Allah wants them to, in order to be rewarded after death.
	Why are angels more important than jinns
	What are jinns more important than angels

	Angels are important because they are genderless and made from light.
	Can teach disbelievers to come back on the right path.

	Have more roles.
	Jinns are a test for mankind.

	Only follow God.
	Smokeless fire shows Allah’s power.

	Act as a guardian for humans.
	Have the choice to either do good or bad

	Only do good.
	Have free will whereas angels are robotic and are under the command of Allah.

	Angels were the 1st creation and can taken human form. Gabriel sometimes appeared in the form of a prophet.
	Allah has given Jinns the ability to dwell inside human beings, but this can only happen by His power. 



3. To believe in the Kutub (books) of Allah
Muslim believe in all scriptures and revelations of God as they were revealed in their original form. Messengers were sent to people of all ages and all walks of life. All scriptures were sent to invite man back to the belief of worship of the one true God. Essentially the message of all the prophets was the same, reaffirming the oneness of God. However, the Our ‘an is the complete guidance and last revealed book. It is the Umm-ul-Kitab or ‘Mother of Books’.  
Muslims believe in other books that Allah has sent down to mankind through his prophets these books include: 
[image: C:\Users\Priya Devi\AppData\Local\Microsoft\Windows\INetCache\Content.MSO\AD124EBB.tmp]The scrolls of Abraham (Sahifa) which are now lost.
The (Tawrah) Torah- 5 books of Moses was given for legal guidance. 
The Gospel of Jesus Christ (Injil)
The Psalms of David (Zabur)







These books all had the same source, the same message and all were revealed in truth. This does not mean that they have been preserved in truth. Muslims (and many of the Jewish and Christian scholars and historians) find that the books in existence today are not the original scriptures, which in fact have been lost, changed and/or translated over and over again, losing the original message. Reading these books today we have no way of knowing what portion was revealed by Allah and what was recorded and changed by man.

	The Tawrah – (Torah)
	According to the Qur’an, the Tawrah (the Jewish holy book) was revealed to Moses. They accept this is the longest-used scripture. Whilst Jews still use it today, Muslims believe it has become corrupted over the years and is no longer reliable, but recognition of it teaches Muslims that Allah had previous messengers to Muhammad.

	Zabur – Psalms of Dawud (David)
	The Qur’an mentions the Zabur as being the scripture revealed to King David. The current Psalms are still recognised by many Muslim scholars, but some believe they were not divinely revealed.

	Injil – the Gospel of Isa (Jesus)
	 The Qur’an recognises the Injil as the book revealed to Isa. Muslims believe its meaning has been altered over time and therefore Allah’s words have been changed. It teaches Muslims about the revelations that they believed were revealed by Allah to Isa.

	Sahifah of Ibrahim – Scrolls of Abraham
	Many Muslims believe these were an early scripture revealed to Ibrahim and used by his sons Ishmael and Isaac. They are considered today by Islam to be lost rather than corrupted. They teach Muslims what Allah revealed to prophet Ibrahim.


 
What is the Muslim attitude towards these scriptures?
When Muhammad was asked how the Muslim should approach what remains of the scriptures which were revealed prior to the Qur’an, he replied that one should not accept them full nor reject them fully i.e. one must have a fair mind but critical approach. There are many discrepancies in these scriptures which ordinary people can spot. For instance:
· It is known that the Injil now consists of only of the recollections of people who were writing several years after Jesus.
· The Torah was written down after the death of Moses. All five books show inconsistencies.  
However, all holy books should be respected, and this is especially true for the Qur’an which is the direct and unchanged word of Allah revealed to prophet Muhammad. 

4. To believe in all prophets
The term prophet in Islam is ‘Nabi’ and is considered the 3rd form of Risalah (messengers) the other two being angels and holy books. Muslims believe that there have been 124,000 prophets sent down to mankind throughout the ages. All these prophets preached the oneness of God. 
Allah is believed to have communicated with the prophets through the angels. Muslims believe the prophets should be respected but never worshipped.
Why has God sent prophets?
Islam teaches that God has sent prophets to humanity in different times and places to communicate his message. Since the beginning of time God has sent his guidance through his chosen people. They were human beings who taught the people around them about faith in One Almighty God and how to walk on the path of righteousness.
What messages have the prophets brought?
Muslims believe that all prophets gave guidance and instruction to their people about how to properly worship God and live their lives. Since God is one, his message has been one and the same throughout time. In essence, all Prophets taught the message of Islam- to find peace in your life through submission to the One Almighty Creator to believe in God and to follow his guidance.
Prophets in the Qur’an:
The Qur’an mentions other prophets in Islam which is important as it reminds Muslims there were many other prophets that contributed to Islam to spread and the message of God.  However, in the Qur’an only 25 prophets are mentioned and among the prophets that Muslims honour are:
Ibrahim (Abraham)
Ismail (Ishmael)
Nuh (Noah)
Idris (Enoch)
Adam

Saleh
Yousef (Joseph)
Ayyub (Job)

Hud
Shu’aib
Harun (Aaron)

Ilias (Elias)

Ya’qub (Jacob)
Musa (Moses)
Dhu’l-kifl (Ezekiel)

Lut (Lot)

Muhammad (seal of prophets

Zakariyya (Zechariah)

Dawud (David)
Al-Yasa (Elisha)

Sulaiman (Solomon)


Isa/Esa (Jesus)

Yunus (Jonah)


These prophets listed above contributed to Islam and they all achieved success. There is a suggestion that 25 prophets are only mentioned in the Qur’an as it is these prophets that worked closely to Allah and they were able to spread the message of the oneness without losing it. 
Honouring prophets:
Muslims read about, learn from and respect all of the Prophets. When mentioning the name of any one them. A Muslim adds these words of blessing and respect: ‘peace be upon him’ or ‘peace and blessings be upon him’ (PBUH). 
How were the prophets chosen?
Prophethood is Allah’s blessing and favour that he may bestow on whom he wills. When looking closely at all the prophets, there are three features recognised and these are:
1. Role Model
Someone who is already a good person and is the best in his community morally and intellectually. This is necessary because a prophet’s life serves as a role model for his followers. His personality should attract people to accept his message rather than drive them away by his imperfect character. After receiving the message, he is infallible. Although one might make a minor mistake it is usually corrected by revelation. 
2. Miracle performer
A prophet is supported by miracles to prove that he is not an imposter. Those miracles are granted by the power and permission of God. This is illustrated by the major miracles of the three prophets of the major world religions- Judaism, Christianity and Islam.

	Prophet
	Example of a miracle

	Abraham
	Sacrificed his son, Allah replaced his son with a lamb.

	Jesus
	Fed the five thousand with 5 fishes and 2 loaves of bread.

	Muhammad
	Hid in the cave and a spider web appeared. 



3. Revelation
Every Prophet states clearly that what he receives is not his own but from God for the well-being of mankind. He also confirms what was revealed before him and what may be revealed after him. A Prophet does this to show that he is simply conveying the message that is entrusted to him by the one true God of all people in all ages. So the message is one in essence and for the same purpose. 
It should not deviate from what was revealed before him or what might come after him. Prophets are necessary for conveying God’s instructions and guidance to mankind. We have no way of knowing why we were created. What will happen to us after death? Is there any life after death? Are we accountable for our actions? These and so many other questions about God, angels, paradise, heaven or hell and more cannot be answered without direct revelation from the creator and knowers of the unseen. Those answers must be authentic and must be brought by individuals who we trust and respect, that is why prophets are elite in terms of moral conduct and intellectual ability. 
Prophets are supported by God and instructed by Him to affirm the continuity of the message. The content of the Prophet’s message to mankind can be summarised in the following:
· Clear concept of God, his attributes, his creation
· Clear ideas about the unseen world, the angels, jinn, paradise and hell
· Why God has created us and what he wants from us and what rewards and punishments are for obedience and disobedience. 
· How to run our societies according to his will
It is clear from all the above that there is no substitute for prophets, even today with the advancement of science the only authentic source of information about the supernatural world is revelation. Guidance can be obtained neither from science nor from mystic experience.
Muslims believe in and respect all prophets of God with no exception. All the prophets came from the same one God, for the same purpose: to lead mankind to God. Hence belief in them all is essential and logical. Muslims are the only people in the world to consider the belief in all prophets an article of faith. Thus, the Jews reject Jesus and Muhammad and the Christians reject Muhammad. Muslims accept them as messengers of God who brought guidance to mankind. However, the revelation which those prophets before Muhammad brought from God have been tampered with in one way or another. 
The six main prophets of Islam:
There are 6 main prophets and messengers highlighted in the Qur’an. These six are the main prophets for 2 reasons. 
1st - they are the ones that mankind is more familiar with and that know the most about.
2nd - they had important tasks to perform and messages to give mankind. 
These prophets are the most revered of all the prophets to Muslims.
Adam: Prophet Adam is the first man that Allah created. All people descend from him and this is why he is referred to in Islamic tradition as the father of mankind. Allah created Adam from clay. As such, Muslims believe that all humans are made from clay. Adam lived in paradise but was alone as he had nobody like him to spend time with. So, Adam asked Allah to create him someone who share paradise with. So, Allah created Eve so that she would be his companion.  When Allah originally created Adam, he told all the angels and jinn to bow down before Adam. So, they all did except Iblis (Satan) who thought he was better than mankind. Iblis vowed to prove he was right and decided to corrupt mankind. Adam and Eve were allowed to dwell in paradise by Allah, but they were warned not to eat from a forbidden tress, Iblis came to Adam and Eve and tempted them both to eat from the tree, the pair ate from thee tree and sinned. After eating from this tree, they became aware of their nakedness and so grabbed leaves/sewed figs to cover themselves up. Realising that they had sinned they asked Allah to forgive them. As Allah is most merciful he did forgive them but told them to live the rest of their lives on Earth and that mankind will have to earn his/her place in paradise. This worried Adam as he had sinned and he had direct knowledge of Allah, and so he told Allah his worries. Allah in his mercy said to Adam do not worry for I will send guidance and so Adam became the first prophet of mankind. Adam is also seen as Allah’s Khalifah and the angels were expected to serve him.
Noah: During his life, Noah’s people led sinful lives: they lied, cheated and disobeyed God. When Noah attempted to teach his people better ways of behaviour, they dismissed him calling him a ‘madman’. After preaching for 950 years Noah realised that there was nothing he could do and so he prayed to Allah and requested that Allah give them whatever punishment they deserve. Allah gave Noah news of an imminent flood and told him to build an ark. Noah related the news to his people. He wished to warn them about the flood in order that they could save themselves from it. Despite the rejection of the people, Noah was faithful to God and began to build the ark- just as God had instructed. The people mocked and made fun of the prophet believing that building an ark was only confirmation of their claims that Noah was insane. However, he laboured on. When the ark was finally ready, Noah put two of each living creature on board. This order commanded by Allah was intended to guarantee the survival of all earthly creatures. A few people believe him but most treated Noah’s warning disrespect. When the flood came, Noah and his people and closest companions were saved whilst the wicked and arrogant people perished. Like Christians and Jews, Muslims also believe in the Flood of Noah. The Qur’an relates this story to Muslims as a result, Noah is regarded as one of the messengers of God. 
Abraham: As Abraham is referred to in Islamic tradition as the father of the prophets and the friend of God, Abraham is looked upon with tremendous respect. To this day many Muslims visit Hebron in Palestine where Abraham is buried. Abraham is also the father of two prophets Isaac and Ishmael. Both of his sons are respected by Muslims and looked up to as true prophets of Allah. The people Abraham lived around believed in idols. Abraham wanted to worship the true God and so he would think about what the real God looked like. He saw the sunrise and thought ‘this is my God’ but when it set he said, ‘this is not God as God would never go aware or set’. After many years he realised that Allah had no physical form. Abraham called his people to the worship of one God, but they rejected his words and continued to worship their idols. One day when the villagers had gone away to celebrate a festival he sneaked into a temple and destroyed all the idols except the biggest one, he placed an axe in the idols hand. When the people came back they were dismayed and knew only Abraham would have done that. So, they questioned Abraham about the vandalism of their idols. When Abraham asked, ‘why don't you ask your idols who broke them?’ They replied that idols could not talk and so Abraham pointed out to them the folly in believing in idols that could not protect themselves or speak up or do any harm to you. His people decided to burn him rather than accept what he was saying but Allah saved Abraham by the calming of the fire. ‘O fire be cool and safe for Abraham’ (21:69)
Moses: Moses is considered to be one of the greatest messengers of Allah. When he was born the Egyptian Pharaoh Rameses I ordered that the first-born of every family from the tribes of Israel be killed. To save her new-born, Moses mother Jochebed placed her son in a basket and placed it on the river. The river carried the child towards the palaces of the Egyptian royal family. Here he was picked up and eventually brought up in the house of Pharaoh by Pharaoh’s wife. When he grew up, Allah spoke to Moses and told him and his brother Aaron to challenge Pharaoh Rameses II. Moses was at first reluctant, but Allah told him not be afraid and that he would help Moses in his task. Subsequently, Moses and his brother went to Rameses II and instructed him to stop this wickedness and to free all the people he had enslaved. Rameses II refused and continued to tyrannise people. Even when Moses performed miracles with the permission of Allah, Rameses II said ‘this is nothing but magic’. Eventually Allah destroyed him and the Egyptians for the oppression of innocent people.  Moses is also referred to as Al-Furqan (the ability to know right from wrong). He was the only prophet to speak directly with Allah. Like Isa, Musa performed miracles. One of these was the parting of the seas, which allowed the Israelites to gain their freedom from slavery.
Jesus: the Qur’an mentions the name ‘Muhammad’ only five times but the name of Jesus no less than 25 times. The Qur’an instructs Muslims to believe in Jesus miraculous birth and spectacular miracles and to acknowledged him as a true messenger. No Muslims is a true Muslim if he does not believe in Jesus. Muslims believe that he was one of the greatest messengers ever to be sent to mankind. Muslims believe that he was born without male intervention. Muslims believe that Jesus cured those born deaf, blind and lepers and that he raised the dead with Allah’s permission. The only parting of way is that Muslims do not believe that he is God or part of the trinity or that he was crucified. In the Qur’an, Jesus first miracle is speaking as a baby or to defend the allegations aimed at his mother.
Muhammad: The prophet Muhammad was born in 570AD. His father died before he was born, and his mother died when he was 6. He was brought up by his uncle Abu Talib. While still a boy, he was loved by his people. When he grew up, he was known as Al-Amin- the trustworthy one. When local tribes were quarrelling over who should place the sacred black stone near the Ka’bah, they asked Muhammad to adjudicate. He brought forth a cloth upon which he placed the stone. Then each of the four tribes’ leaders held a corner of the cloth and took the stone towards the Ka’bah. Muhammad then took the stone and placed it in its sacred position near the house of God. This was an example of his shining ability to make peace between people. At the age of 40 he was visited by the archangel Jibril (Gabriel) who first revealed the Qur’an to him. Over the next 23 years, the holy book of Islam was revealed to the prophet Muhammad.

	Similarities between the 6 main prophets
	Differences between the 6 main prophets

	They all followed the word of Allah and performed every command.
	Muhammad name is mentioned times whereas Jesus is mentioned no less than 25 times.

	Idol worship was destroyed.
	 Prophet Abraham sons were also called true prophets and Abraham destroyed all the idols apart from one.

	They all lived in the days of Jahiliya (days of ignorance) as all people cared about was wealth and power.
	Prophet Adam lived in paradise at first and is seen as the father of the human race.

	All prophets came from one God. Allah had chosen them.
	Muhammad placed the black stone.

	They are all named in the Qur’an.
	Adam committed sin with Eve.

	All had special qualities and preached Allah’s attributes. 
	Jesus fed the 5000 and healed the deaf, blind and leapers.



The essence of the prophets is human, and they are the purest of human beings. Allah sent each prophet as a warner to his community until the advent of the final prophet, Muhammad who came as a mercy to all of Allah’s creatures. 

5. To believe in the Day of Judgement
Muslims believe that those who please God will be accepted into paradise but what will God's judgment be based on?
‘Yawn al Din’ – the Day of Judgement also known as ‘Day of Decision’, ‘Day of Discrimination’, ‘Day of truth and Day of Distress’ is a crucial day for Muslims where the belief is that the whole universe will be destroyed and the dead will be resurrected for Judgement by God. God will reckon, take account and make a judgement on what a Muslim has done in this world. Even those who are living will be raised and people will be either be rewarded of punished by God according to their beliefs and deeds. 
Muslims believe that there are major signs that incline the coming of the Day of Judgement. These major signs are:
The three landslides: 
one in the east, one in the west and on in the Arabian Peninsula. These will occur shortly before the day of judgement and will be of much greater magnitude and severity compared to landslides already occurred.



The smoke: 
the Qur’an says, ‘then wait for the day when the sky will bring forth a visible smoke, covering the people-this will be a painful torment’ (44:10-11).


The rising of the sun from the West: 
Al-Bukhari records that the prophet said, “the hour will not be established till the sun rises from the West; and when it rises (from the west) and the people see it they all will believe. And that is (the time) when no good will do to a soul to believe then”. In numerous narrations, the prophet has made it abundantly clear that the nature of this sign is such that no one would have any reason to doubt it, question or refuse to believe after seeing it. When an individual experience a sign of this nature, the reality virtually becomes exposed to him and, therefore is no longer any sense of a trial or test. In fact, at that time, the test is over, and the individual is already seeing the results unfold in front of his/her very eyes. That is why “conversion” to faith will have no meaning at that time and will not be acceptable by God. 

The beast of the earth: 
“And when the Word (of torment) is fulfilled against them, we shall bring out from the earth a beast to them, which will speak to them because mankind believed not with certainty in our signs” (27:82)
the beast will distinguish the people and declare who is believer and who is disbeliever. 





The fire will gather the people:
 This is the last of the great signs. After this starts the beginning of a new experience and creation. Muslims records a Hadith in which the prophet stated, “at the end of which fire would burn forth Yemen and would drive people to the place of their assembly”. One can only imagine the intensity of this fire and the shear horror and fear that the individuals alive at that time will experience. After this all that will be left is for the masses of humanity to be resurrected and to face their Lord.






On the Day of Judgement two things will happen:
1. Allah will Judge
On the day of judgment only Allah will Judge everyone and there is only one life on earth for each person, there is no second chance. There will a test on the Day of Judgement. Those who succeed will go to paradise and those who fail will go to hell. Muslims believe that 2 angels Munkar and Nakir visit the person and record their good and bad deeds. Muslims believe that the fate of people is inevitable because it results from their own actions and Allah judges every aspect of your life. 
2. Allah will be seen
Muslims believe that Allah cannot be seen, imagined or perceived in any way in the present life of this world. Rather they believe that only the righteous believers will see Allah on Judgement day
The Qur’an says:
“some faces that Day shall be Nadirah (shining and radiant). Looking at their Lord…” (75:22-23) and “Nay! Surely they (evil-doers) will be veiled from seeing their Lord that Day” (83:15)
This means here only those that have done good will see Allah as they have performed his command and those that have done wrong will not be able to see Allah. 
On the Day of Judgement two horns/trumpet will be signalled and angel Israfil will be the one who blows the horn/trumpet. The blowing of the trumpet is described in many places in Qur'an. It is said that the first blow will destroy everything [Qur'an 69:13], while the second blow will bring all human beings back to life again [Qur'an 36:51].
Once everyone has risen they will be clothed in new bodies which is beyond our understanding and only Allah knows this. Everyone will be accountable for their actions, alone and naked- nothing will be hidden. All prophets will also line up and be questioned, some scholars say that each prophet will intercede on behalf of their followers.
Muslims believe that all people will be judged on whether they have had faith and whether they have done good things on earth. Everyone is responsible for himself or herself and the actions of each person are weighed in a divine balance. Only God knows the minimum weight required to get into heaven, but good deeds count 10 times more than bad. 
A Muslim will then come face to face with God and two angels ‘Munkar and Nakir’ (angels who have recorded the deed of man) will appear and provide the ‘book of deeds’/ ‘individual records’ (good and bad) for that individual and will be placed by God in front of man/woman. Here God will go through these books and test the person’s faith. Depending on their deeds God will then decide whether a person goes to paradise or hell.
Every Muslims should prepare themselves think about the hours of judgment as it will have a big effect on them when the time comes.
Jannah- (heaven) 
[image: C:\Users\Priya Devi\AppData\Local\Microsoft\Windows\INetCache\Content.MSO\D25FE38E.tmp]Those who have fully submitted themselves to God will be rewarded with ‘Jannah’ (paradise, heaven). Muslims believe that Jannah is beyond what humans can image but the Qur’an likens it to a beautiful garden with 4 rivers of water, milk, honey and wine running through it. Nobody in Jannah will experience suffering or pain. It will be a place of complete comfort and contentment and people will never grow tired of it. In order to enter Jannah people will have to cross a bridge. This will be easy for those who destined for heaven but those who are not will fall from the bridge and face terrible torments in the fires of Jahannam (hell). Muslims believe God wants everyone to enter Jannah, but people must choose whether to believe in one God to accept the teachings of the Qur’an and to perform good acts such as giving money to charity. Muslims interpret the Qur’an vivid descriptions of heaven in different ways. Some think that Qur’an should be understood literally however some Muslims think that the Qur’an contains metaphors to describe a reality for which we do not have words for. 
 Jahannam- (hell):
Jahannam (hell) is described as a place of pain where one faces horrible torments and loss. Muslims believe that hell is not eternal and there many be some who are sent there only for a time to get rid of their sins, after this they will be allowed to enter heaven because God is merciful. However, people who have committed the sin of shirk will never be forgiven. 
[image: Image result for tree of zaqqum]The Tree of Zaqqum: According to the Qur’an, the Tree of Zaqqum grows from the fire at the bottom of hell and its flowers are the heads of devils. Those in hell must eat the fruit of the tree which makes their insides burn. The fires of hell are kept alight by burning bodies. When someone’s skin is burned up, he or she is given new skin which is then burned afresh. This happens for all eternity. The flames are hotter than any flame on earth and people will be in continual pain and misery. 

6. To believe in the divine decree
Divine decree (order/ruling) is the Islamic belief that everything good or bad, all moments of happiness or sorrow, pleasure or pain come from God. It is part of a Muslim’s destiny- ‘qadr’ in Arabic. When Allah created each thing, he determined when it would come into existence and when it would cease to exist. He also determined its qualities and nature. Everything in the universe and the unseen is completely subject to the overriding power of Allah. Nothing can happen outside his will. 
Human beings are not completely masters of their fates nor are they puppets. Allah gave humans limited power and great freedom, including the freedom of choice, that autonomy makes each individual accountable for his or her deeds. We cannot know our future and to some degree we cannot control it. But we can make decisions within the limits of what we cannot control, based on our understanding of the way the world works. If someone chooses to punch his fist into a brick wall he cannot claim any injustice when it hurts. He knows that the wall exists and that it is hard. That is the reality or the ‘laws of nature’ that he has to deal with. Another way ‘laws of nature’ (religious) could be explained is the ‘law of cause and effect’ (scientific). Such as, putting your hand in fire-its going to get burnt. Good intentions lead to good results.
Just as Allah created nature and its laws he made moral laws and we cannot claim any injustice if we get punished for disobeying or ignoring those moral laws, such as the 10 commandments- commit good sins and those that do bad deeds are punished. 
Four facts about the divine decree:
1st – God foreknowledge is perfect. God is not uncaring to this world or its people. He is wise and loving but this should not make us throw up our hands and say, ‘what is the point of making any effort?’ God’s foreknowledge does not compromise human responsibility, God holds us accountable for what we can do, what is within our capability, but he does not hold us accountable for things we cannot do. He is just and as he has given us only limited responsibility and judges us accordingly. We should think, plan and make the right choice but if sometimes things do not turn out the way we want, we need not lose hope or get depressed. We should pray to God and try again. If in the end we still do not achieve what we wanted we should know we have tried our best and are not responsible for the results.
“truly, nothing is hidden from God in the earth or in the heavens”
Whoever refuses this denies God’s perfection because the opposite of knowledge is either ignorance or forgetfulness. It would mean God would have been mistaken in his foreknowledge of future events; he would no longer be omniscient. 
2nd – God has recorded everything will occur until the day of judgement in the ‘persevered table’ (al-Lauh al-Mahfuz). The life spans of all human beings are written and everything that is created or occurs in the universe is according to what is recorded there. God has said:
“did you now know that God knows (all) that is in the heavens and the earth? It is (all) in a record, surely that is easy for God”.
3rd – whatever God wills to happen and whatever God does not will does not happen. Nothing occurs in the heavens or on earth without the will of God.
4th – God is the creator of everything
“He has created everything, and has ordained for it a measure”
The benefits of the divine decree:
· Shows Gods power
· Shows the limitations that humans have
· Shows how Allah is omnipotent
· Allah is omniscient 
· Allah is past, present and future
In summary, the belief in the divine decree strengthens one’s belief in God. A person realizes that God alone controls everything, so he trusts and relies on him. Even though a person tries his best, at the same time he relies on God for the final outcome. His hard work or intelligence does not make him arrogant, for God is the source of all that comes his way. Finally, a person attains peace of mind in the realisation that God is the wise and his actions are dictated by wisdom. Things don’t happen without a person, if something reached him, he realises it could never have escaped him. If something misses him he realises it was never meant to be. A man achieves an inner peace inwardly at rest with this realisation. 
It is ideal to remember God has prefect, divine, and unique qualities, these are known as sifat and due to this he will always know what the outcome will be. Examples of God’s sifat are:
· All knowing
· All seeing
· Eternal
· Most gracious
· Most merciful 
A Sunni scholar, Al-Ashari developed a principle of attribution, he said power lies with God, he wills everything that happens and God knows everything outside of time (primary cause) but just before a human being does an act (secondary cause) the responsibility for how the act is performed is attributed to him or her and they are responsible for it not God. Therefore, the human being can be held to account at the final judgement for the way life has been lived. Finally, in the Qur’an (2.286 and 6.152) God has promised that he will never allow someone to be tempted beyond their means to overcome evil and do what is right. Satan was told he would have no power over someone who was full of taqwa (God consciousness). The person who truly dedicates every act ‘in the same of God’ has the assurance of the power of God to live a godly life and avoid sin. 
Al-Qadr- is the Islamic idea of predestination, the idea that Allah has control over everything and knows everything that will come to pass before it happens. This is a belief accepted by Sunni Muslims but not by Shi’a Muslims. Some Muslims believe that Allah has written down everything that has happened and will happen. They do not believe that a person’s actions will occur because Allah has decided it, but that he already knows and has recorded what choices they will make with their free will. It is one of the Six Beliefs for Sunni Muslims. They believe that although Allah gave humans free will, he is omnipotent (all-powerful) and omniscient (all-knowing) and controls the destiny of every person. Muslims accept that nothing happens unless it is the will of Allah and they often use the words ‘Insha’Allah’ (‘If Allah is willing’) to show that they submit to this.
The concept of qadr indicates that we must seek harmony with Allah’s rules of human nature and nature at large and consciously submit to his will. Destiny as conceived by Islam does not take away our freedom of choice and action if we work in harmony with Allah’s will and laws that that earns us our reward from Allah.
When Allah set certain rules in his divine decree things could be changed through prayers. The prophet stressed that only sincere prayers can change the way events unfold and that true worships and sincere submission to Allah can raise the believer about the normal ways of nature. Prayers can and do results in personal miracles, events or experiences that we consider almost impossible and certainly impossible. 
A person has no excuse for making the wrong choice and then blaming qadr or destiny, any more than a man punching his fist into a wall can blame the laws of nature. He knew the consequences of his actions and he should not expect a miracle. We should not worry about what Allah has written for us, since we can never know it. But our duty is to strive for the best in this world and the next. Then, good results will follow if Allah wills. 
Al-Qadr and human freedom:
Muslims accept the teaching of al-Qadr, but it may be more difficult for others to understand why, if Allah is controlling everything that happens and knows what will happen, he doesn’t prevent bad things from taking place. Islam holds that Allah gave humans free will when he created them. This means that humans have choices and can decide what to do in any given situation. Therefore, humans are responsible for their own sins, as they have decided what action to take.
Muslims believe that Allah knows every human so well that he knows what they will choose before they make the decision for themselves. They accept that every human has a purpose given to them by Allah and they can choose to go along with this divine purpose or reject it and turn away from Allah. Muslims believe that on the Day of Judgement, all mankind will be destroyed and then brought back to life to be judged by Allah. They are accountable for their own actions and Allah judges whether they should be punished or rewarded. Although Allah knows the choices they made, the human beings were still free to choose otherwise. In this way, there is no contradiction between the ideas of al-Qadr and human freedom.
What are the implications for belief in Al-Qadr for Muslims today? 
Muslims live in the knowledge of al-Qadr. It helps them make sense of the world around them – if Allah knows everything and has control of all things that happen it must mean that events happen for a reason. Belief in al-Qadr affects their lives because:
· they want to be rewarded rather than punished after death, so they try to live in the way Allah wants 
· they try to follow the duties given to them by Allah 
· they try to help others as this is what the Qur’an and Muhammad’s example teach them to do 
· they try to constantly be aware of their thoughts, actions and deeds to ensure they are living by the rules of Allah.
Some Shi’a Muslims believe that the idea of the Day of Judgement contradicts the idea of Al-Qadr. This is because if Muslims are being judged on their actions, this must be because they had the free will to act in a certain way.
Predestination: 
Predestination is the idea that Allah knows everything, and Muslims believe that although human beings have free will to make their own choices, Allah anticipates and knows what will happen. Muslims believe that they need to trust Allah to know what is best for them. Although this idea appears to contradict that of the idea of humans having free will, it does not mean that Allah influences their decisions, only that he is aware of the decisions every human will make before they are made. 
Belief in predestination is based on four things: 
1. Allah’s knowledge of everything that has been and will be
2. the idea that Allah has recorded these
3. that everything that does happen is willed by Allah and
4. finally, that Allah is the creator of everything. 
Some people may raise questions about the apparent conflict between some of these ideas. Muslims believe that although Allah is aware of what is going to happen, he cannot interfere. This is because Muslims also accept that Allah gave humans free will and to be involved in the world would mean Allah was violating this idea. Although Allah does not want people to make the wrong decisions, he accepts that sometimes this is what needs to happen in order for humans to have free will – without free will they cannot completely and willingly submit to Allah.
As for the question of whether humans are predestined to enter paradise or hell we must remember that Allah transcends the limits of time. He is all-knowing of the past, present and future. Thus, he knows in advance which path good or evil each individual will choose and what will be his or her final destination, paradise or hell. But such knowledge does not mean that he makes each person chose a certain path.
What is the purpose of the Six Beliefs of Islam? 
The Six Beliefs of Islam are seen to: 
· unite all Sunni Muslims as they share them in common – they show what it means to be a Muslim and help Sunni Muslims all over the world feel part of the Muslim community, or ummah 
· help Sunni Muslims to understand their religion better – they identify the key ideas and beliefs of the religion, highlighting the importance of those things that are important which might direct their behaviour in life. For example, Sunni Muslim beliefs about Allah and the Day of Judgement will encourage them to be more aware of how they treat others and how they follow the rules of Islam within their lives as they believe that after death, Allah will judge them on the Day of Judgement to determine their reward or punishment
· support Sunni Muslims in directing how they should live, as the Six Beliefs will impact on their actions and behaviour. The Six Beliefs guide them to understand what Allah wants and how they should try to act within the world.




How important are the Six Beliefs of Islam for Muslims? 
The Six Beliefs of Islam are the fundamental beliefs which every Sunni Muslim must accept in order to be considered a Muslim. The most important of these beliefs is Tawhid – a belief in the oneness of Allah. This is at the centre of Muslim faith and connects all other beliefs.







How are the Six Beliefs of Islam understood and expressed in Muslim communities today? 
Islam affects every aspect of the life of a Muslim, so the Six Beliefs of Islam are daily considerations for every Muslim. Muslims are always aware of their key beliefs and try to live according to them.
· Muslims think about the belief in Tawhid – the oneness of God – every day. It is stated in the Shahadah (Declaration of Faith) and forms part of their prayers, which happen five times a day. 
· Muslims turn to holy books, especially the Qur’an, for advice on what they should believe about issues such as the nature of Allah and resurrection. Holy books contain the messages of the prophets, as well as other essential beliefs about predestination, angels and the Day of Judgement.  
· Muslims try to follow the example of the Prophet Muhammad in the way they live. They look to his example of how they should behave. They also refer to Hadith, which is another Holy Book that contains accounts of reports about Muhammad. 
· Muslims live their lives believing that after death, Allah will judge them on their actions. If they live as Allah wants them to, they believe they will be rewarded with paradise in the afterlife. If they do not live as Allah wants, Muslims believe they will be eternally punished in hell.
· Muslims try to be aware of every action they perform in their lives. They are constantly aware that their behaviour will determine their afterlife and they consider whether their actions are what Allah would wish them to do. Their religion and beliefs cause them to consider the way they live according to the laws of Allah.

Five roots of ‘Usul-ad-Din Shi’a Islam
All Muslims accept the same basic beliefs within Islam. However, one key difference between Sunni and Shi’a Muslims is their understanding of the beliefs. All Sunni Muslims accept the Six Beliefs of Islam. Muslims share the central understanding that there is one God (Allah) who is creator, protector and judge; the belief that Muhammad is the Seal of the Prophets, to whom God revealed the Qur’an. 
However, over the centuries, as Islam developed in different cultures and societies, Muslim scholars developed different ways of understanding the faith. Today there are some signiﬁcant differences in the way different Muslim groups interpret these truths. Shi’a Muslims accept similar ideas but refer to them as the Five Roots of ‘Usul ad-Din’. This translates literally as ‘foundation of faith’, showing that they are the essential beliefs which all Shi’a Muslims accept.
Shi’a Islam emphasises the importance of ﬁve fundamental principles which are sometimes called the ‘roots of religion’. Every individual must make themselves aware of these truths as the foundation of their faith. The five roots in Shi’a Islam are principles in which Shi’a Muslims believe in and are the foundations of their faith. 
1. Tawhid: Belief in the oneness of God
This is the belief that God is one, he is almighty, only he is worthy of worship and it is believed that Allah is eternal, He is the first and last. He cannot be compared to anyone or anything. He is perfect and unique, and he possesses infinite power and knowledge. He is immortal (he was never born).
2. Adalat: Divine justice
According to Shi’a Islam the second fundamental article of faith is Justice. Shi’a Muslims believe that there is good and bad in everything. They believe that Allah commands human beings to do the good things and avoid the bad things. They accept that Allah acts in a just and fair way at all times to ensure equality. This idea is also held by Sunni Muslims, although it is not formally part of their belief system Shi’a Muslims believe that Allah is always right and just. Sometimes Allah may act in ways that are beyond our understanding, but ultimately the world has been created to be fair and just. Allah can do no wrong and always does the best for people.
3. Nubuwwah: the prophets
The prophets provide guidance from God and should be respected. This is especially so for Prophet Muhammad, as he was God’s final prophet and communicated the Qur’an to human beings. Prophets also instruct Muslims on how to live a life of submission to Allah. 
4. Imamate: the authority of the imams
In Sunni Islam, an imam is a religious leader or teacher, for instance someone who might lead prayers in the mosque. Shi’a Muslims, however, believe that there have been twelve imams specially appointed by Allah throughout history as leaders to lead and guide humanity. They believe that imams were chosen by Allah to continue to teach his message correctly and they accept that there is only ever a single imam at any one time. The last of these imams is believed to be the final prophet, Muhammad, which is why Muslims believe that his message should not be altered or changed in anyway. Muslims accept that eleven of the imams were murdered before the next imam took their place, but they believe that the twelfth, Muhammad, is still alive but hidden by Allah. They believe that one day he will appear to bring an end to tyranny and oppression. 

However, there is another view where some Shi’a Muslims believe that in 874CE when the 12th imam was 6 years old Allah took him into hiding to avoid him being killed as previous imams had been. Shia’s think the 12th imam will return at the end of time along with Jesus to bring peace and justice to earth. 

Shi’a Muslims believe that leaders such as imams protect the religion and help to guide Muslims along the right path. Like prophets’ imams are also infallible and do not make errors. Imams guide the Muslim community, leading them on the path set by the Prophet Muhammad. These Imams are part of what Shi’a call Ahl al-Bayt (the Family of the House). In other words, they are part of Prophet Muhammad’s extended household.
The 12 Imams are: 

1. Imam Ali (a.s)
2. Imam Hasan (a.s)
3. Imam Husayn (a.s)
4. Imam Ali Zayn Al-Abidin (a.s)
5. Imam Muhammad Al-Baqir (a.s)
6. Imam Ja’far Al-Sadiq (a.s)
7. Imam Musa Al-Kadhim (a.s)
8. Imam Ali Al-Ridha (a.s)
9. Imam Muhammad Al-Jawad (also al-Taqi) (a.s)
10. Imam Ali Al-Hadi (also Al-Naqi) (a.s)
11. Imam Hasan Al-Askari (a.s)
12. Imam Muhammad Al-Mahdi (a.s). Imam Al-Mahdi (a.s) is the living but concealed Imam.

5. Al Ma’ad: the day of resurrection
Muslims will be resurrected and judged by God. Shi’as believe every human being who is/had lived will be resurrected. This is made clear in the Qur’an when it states that there will be a resurrection of soul and body and some will either be rewarded, and some will punished by the deeds they have done/committed. All Muslims believe it will be a time when they will have to account for their faith and deeds with God. 
The Five Roots of ‘Usul ad-Din in Shi’a Islam are important to Shi’a communities today because they: 
· Unite Shi’a Muslims as an ummah (Muslim Community) and help share their common belief 
· Provide a foundation of the religion, Islam and support the faith 
· Help Shi’a Muslims to better understand their religion and how they should behave 
· Allow Shi’a Muslims to live their lives as Allah intended 
· [image: ]Within Shi’a Islam there are also different groups, such as the Seveners (believe that there are only 7 imams) and the Twelvers (12 Imams after the death of Muhammad).
· The Five Roots unites people
Why are the Five Roots of ‘Usul ad-Din important to Shi’a communities today?
· They unite all Shi’a Muslims as a community (ummah) and form the basis of the religion. They show what it means to be a Muslim as they share these beliefs in common. 
· They are often considered to be the foundations of the religion of Islam, holding it together. It helps to support the faith in establishing its key beliefs. 
· They help Shi’a Muslims to understand their religion by identifying those beliefs that teach what they should accept and how they should behave. For example, accepting belief in Yawm al Qiyyamah – the Day of Resurrection – means they consider every action they make as it will contribute towards this day when they will be judged. 
· They help Shi’a Muslims understand their religion better and allow them to live as Allah intended. They guide Shi’a Muslims on understanding how Allah wants them to behave and act within the world. 
The nature of Allah: oneness (tawhid), immanence, transcendence, omnipotence, beneficence, mercy, fairness and Justice 

‘Tawhid’ means ‘unification’ and is the first ‘article of faith’ and is the claim of Allah’s monotheistic existence. All Muslims believe that Allah cannot be held equal in any way to other beings or concepts. This monotheism is absolute, not relative or pluralistic in any sense of the word. It is for this reason that Muslims reject the concept of the Trinity held by most Christians. Tawhid has another key feature which is a rejection of polytheism, animism (spiritual) and idolatry (all which are common in pre-Islamic Arabia where tribes worshiped idols). 
Many passages of the Qur’an refer to Tawhid:
say He, Allah, is One. Allah is He on Whom all depend. He begets not, nor is He begotten. And none is like him” (112: 1-4).



This passage is commonly recited as part of the 5 daily prayers this is because it is a constant reminder of Allah and his attributes, that he is the creator. 
Both Sunni’s and Shi’a’s agree that the most fundamental aspect of Islam revolves around the total acceptance of an absolute and perfect creator. The Muslim declaration of faith or Shahadah- ‘There is no God but Allah’ and an expression of Tawhid.
The unity of tawhid also means Muslims should practice unity in other aspects of life such as
· The oneness of - revelation, prophet, Day of Judgement
· The oneness of- community
In addition to the above Muslims believe Allah is transcendent and immanent and these are probably the most important attributes after the oneness of Allah.
Transcendent: (beyond our thinking and inspiring) this is an important attribute because it makes Allah unique.
Immanent: (existing in all parts of the universe) this is an important attribute because God is constantly watching over us. 
Islam teaches that there is one and only one God who is the creator and controller of the entire universe. He is unique in every respect and there is nothing which bears any likeness to him. Allah is the knower of all things and full power, He does not stand in need of anything at all while everything is totally dependent on Him. He possesses all the perfect qualities and man should worship him and him alone.
As well as this Muslims also believe that Allah is far beyond human imagining and at the same time close to worshippers; closer than the jugular vein. 
Importance of the name Allah:
According to Islam, the personal name of God is the Arabic word Allah. Personal name means that it is the name which refers only to him and to him rather than any particular quality that he possesses. The word Allah denotes that God is the One Who Possesses all the perfect attributes. The Qur’an itself gives this meaning when it says“Allah has the most excellent names or qualities” (7:180)


The names of God in other languages such as God in English or Khuda in Urdu only convey some particular attribute of the divine being and they are also used for those other God (as in god, gods, goddess etc.) Allah however has only ever been applied to God himself. 
How does Islam prove the existence of God?
The Holy Qur’an gives three points:
1. Firstly, it refers us to the physical world which shows great order and arrangement, works according to laws and where everything has a set purpose in the whole scheme of things. There is also immense beauty in nature which attracts man’s heart. Science is discovering more and more of these characteristics of the world all the time. So, behind this highly purposeful and beautiful working of nature must be One, single intelligence of great beauty and attraction.
2. Secondly, the Qur’an tells us about the close and deep connection between God and the inner nature of every person. There is an in-built desire in each and every person to search for something higher than oneself, and when in difficulties a person instinctively wants to call upon a hidden power to help him. 
3. Thirdly, and most convincingly, prophets and men of God appeared in every nation in the world and showed their people the reality of God through their teachings and works. Just as most of us learn about science not by making all the discoveries ourselves but by accepting the work and evidence of those who devote themselves to the study of science, similarly the proof of existence of God is provided by the lives of the great prophets who God sent all over the world for this very purpose.
The Qur’an also gives a great deal about God and most frequently calls God Rahmaan (Beneficent) and Raheem (Merciful). Rahmaan means that God is so loving and generous that he has granted man innumerable blessings as free gifts without any effort on man’s part. God is Raheem means that he is merciful so the when man makes the effort to use his God-given bounties for good purpose, God helps him to succeed. For instance, God has given man all sorts of physical resources in this world without any effort on his part. When man tries to exploit these resources for the good, God makes him successful. The holy Qur’an also tells us that God is forgiving, compassion, just, answerer of prayers, creator of everything, all-powerful all-knowing etc.
A passage of the Qur’an mentions several attributes of God is as follows:
“He is Allah besides who there is no God. There knower of the unseen and the seen. He is the beneficent, the merciful. He is Allah besides whom there is no God; the King, the holy, the author of peace, the grantor of security, guardian over all, the might, the supreme, the possessor of greatness… He is Allah the creator, the maker, the fashioner. His are the most beautiful names. Whatever is in the heavens and the earth declares his glory and he is the might, the wise.” (59:22-24)
Attributes of Allah:
Fakhrus Ibn Asakir, a Muslims scholar wrote a summary of Allah’s attributes.
1. Allah guides us and it is obligatory upon every person to know that Allah is the only God.
2. He created the entire world, the heavens and earth and what is in them and in between them.
3. All the creation is dominated by His power. Northing moves except by his will. He has no manager for the creation of him and has no partner. 
4. He is the one who knows about the unforeseen and what is evidenced by his creation. Nothing on earth or in heaven is hidden from him. He knows what is on land and in sea
5. Not a leaf does fall but he knows about it. He knows the count of all things.
6. He does whatever he wills. He has the power to do whatever he wills
7. He has the names of perfection. No one hinders what he decreed. No one prevents what he gives. His rules his creation with whatever he wills
8. He does not hope for reward and does not fear punishment
9. There is no right on him that is binding, and no one exercises rule over him. Every gift from is due to his generosity and every punishment from him is just. He is not questioned about what he does but they are questioned
10. He existed before the creation. He does not have a before of an after. He does not have an above or a below, a right or left, in front of a behind, a whole or a part.
11. It must not be said: when was He? Or where was He? Or how is he? He existed without a place. He created the universe and willed for the existence of time. He is not bound to time and is not designated with place.
12. His management of one matter does not distract him from another, He is not conceivable in the mind. He is not imagined in the self nor pictured in delusions.
99 names of Allah:
Muslims believe that there is nothing greater than God. No words can come close to explaining what God is like he is beyond anything that humans can think or say. However, Muslims believe that God has revealed some of his characteristics in the Qur’an and other sayings of Mohammed. These characteristics are known as the 99 names of God. Some of these can be seen in Surah one. The Qur’an teaches that God is the eternal creator of everything. He knows everything, he has power over everything, and he decides when people live and die. Many Muslims memorize the 99 names of God so that they can recite them when they pray. The 99 names of Allah are:
2

	1. The Beneficent
	2. The Merciful 
	3. The Eternal Lord
	4. The Most Sacred
	5. The Embodiment of Peace
	6. The Infuser of Faith
	7. The Preserver of Safety.
	8. The Mighty One
	9. The Omnipotent One
	10. The Dominant One

	11.The Creator
	12. The Evolver
	13. The Flawless Shaper
	14. The Great Forgiver
	15. The All-Prevailing One
	16. The Supreme Bestower
	17. The Total Provider
	18. The Supreme Solver
	19. The All-Knowing One
	20. The Restricting One

	21. The Extender
	22. The Reducer
	23. The Elevating One
	24. The Honourer-Bestower
	25. The Abaser
	26. The All-Hearer
	27.  The All-Seeing
	28. The Impartial Judge
	29. The Embodiment of Justice 
	30. The Knower of Subtleties

	31. The All-Aware One
	32. The Clement One
	33. The Magnificent One
	34. The Great Forgiver
	35. The Acknowledging One
	36. The Sublime One
	37.  The Great one
	38. The Guarding One
	39. The Sustaining One
	40. The Reckoning One

	41. The Majestic One
	42. The Bountiful One
	43. The Watchful One
	44. The Responding One
	45. The All-Pervading One
	46. The Wise One
	47. The Loving One
	48. The Glorious One
	49. The Infuser of New Life
	50. The All Observing Witness

	51. The Embodiment of Truth
	52. The Universal Trustee
	53. The Strong One
	54. The Firm One
	55. The Protecting Associate
	56. The Sole-Laudable One
	57.  The All-Enumerating One
	58.  The Originator
	59.  The Restorer
	60.  The Maintainer of Life

	61. The Inflictor of Death
	62. The Eternally Living One
	63. The Self-Subsisting One
	64. The Pointing One
	65. The All-Noble One
	66. The Only One
	67. The Sole One
	68. The Supreme Provider
	69. The Omnipotent One
	70. The All Authoritative One

	71. The Expediting One
	72. The Procrastinator
	73. The Very First
	74. The Infinite Last One
	75. The Perceptible 
	76. The Imperceptible 
	77. The Holder of Supreme Authority
	78. The Extremely Exalted One
	79. The Fountain-Head of Truth
	80. The Ever-Acceptor of Repentance

	81. The Retaliator
	82. The Supreme Pardoner
	83. The Benign One
	84. The Eternal Possessor of Sovereignty
	85. The Possessor of Majesty and Honour
	86. The Just One
	87. The Assemble of Scattered Creations
	88. The Self-Sufficient One
	89. The Bestower of Sufficiency
	90. The Preventer

	91. The Distressor
	92. The Bestower of Benefits
	93. The Prime Light
	94. The Provider of Guidance
	95. The Unique One
	96. The Ever Surviving One
	97. The Eternal Inheritor
	98. The Guide to Path of Rectitude
	99. The Extensively Enduring One.




Muslims believe that God has shown himself to have 99 characteristics to help human beings better understand his nature and when talking about him.


One of the traditions about the 100th name of Allah is that it is secret and known only to the camel, which is why it always holds up its head.
Other religions also teach the Existence of God. Is there any difference between their teaching and the Islamic concept of God? 
The answer is yes- there are some important differences.
The first major difference is that Islam teaches the absolute oneness of God with whom no one can share in divinity. No idol or heavenly object, nor any religious or spiritual teacher can possess some divine power or attribute. 
Secondly, Islam teaches the highest conception of God and does not accept any limitation to his power and knowledge, while other religion set limits to him. For instance, Islam rejects the Hindu belief that God is not the creator of matter and soul but exists alongside them. It also rejects the Christian doctrine that God isn't able to forgive sins unless he punishes someone, and so he sent his “son” to suffer the punishment for the sins of all humanity. Moreover, a son is needed to take the place of the father when the father dies and clearly this cannot apply if God is perfect. 
Thirdly, Islam refutes the idea that any human being, however great, was a manifestation of God on earth of a divine incarnate.
Belief in the oneness of God means that man should not worship or be a slave to anything in the world, such as idols, forces of nature, heavenly bodies, religious leaders, kings etc. So, man is meant to conquer the world around him, not to be afraid of it; and each person is mean to use his/her own intelligence and reason, not blindly obey someone else. Islam also teaches that “Allah is the Lord (Rabb) of all the worlds”. Allah is there not just the ‘God’ of Muslims nor the God of a particular race, religion or nation but the only one God for the whole of mankind. As the Lord of all the nations he has sent his guidance to every nation for its moral progress. He is equally just and loving towards every section of humanity and has no favourite or chosen people or rejected ones.
Human beings are agents or custodians of the earth and every person must fulfil their responsibilities as Allah’s appointed custodians and guardians of earth. Allah has appointed humanity as his agent and inheritor (Khalifah) to act as a custodian by looking after everything according to God’s command. God’s creation including plants and animals, has been put under the power of human beings for them to use, but they must only do so within the limits set by God. “It is he who has made you Khalifah in the earth. He has raised you in ranks, some above others: that he may try you in the gifts he has given you, for your Lord is quick in punishment: yet hi is indeed most merciful” (6: 165)





The role of a Khalifah is important because it reminds Muslims that they belong to Allah and encourages one to show kindness and respect to all that Allah has given and made for humanity. But it is also the idea for Muslims that while we are on earth we should take responsibility and make the world in the way Allah wants it to be. Muslims believe that if this is difficult for them they believe that Allah will send help which show Allah’s compassion and mercy.  
Akhirah (afterlife)
life after death, human responsibility and accountability, heaven and hell.
The question of what happens when we die has preoccupied people throughout history. Different religions attempt to answer this question in different ways. Muslims believe that human life is a gift from God but also a test. They believe that when people die they wait in their graves until the Day of Judgment. On this day God will judge all people who have ever lived and decide what happens to them in the afterlife. Muslims believe that while people wait in their graves God sends 2 angels to ask them about their beliefs and how they have lived. If people answer correctly then they have a peaceful experience in the grave if the answer incorrectly they run tormented until the day of judgment. 
Most of prophet Muhammad teachings about the day or resurrection were seen by his contemporise as incredible and unbelievable. The Qur’an informs us that all the prophets of God preached belief in the afterlife to their respective people. Akhirah (the afterlife) is an integral part of the Islamic worldview and almost one quarter of the Qur’an is devoted to it; so, to reject it- is regarded as equal to unbelief in Islam (kufr). 
Islam hold that all human being who have ever lived on earth will be raised upon the last day, given the freedom of will that we human beings enjoy, a day of judgement must be viewed as inevitable. Indeed, if there was no future life in which the virtuous are rewarded and the vicious made to suffer loss, then there would be no true justice. This day is regarded as so momentous that it is described in the Qur’an in various forms including the ‘day of decision’, ‘day of discrimination’, ‘day or truth and distress’. “What, did you think the We created you in mere idle play, and that you would not be returned to us” (23:115)




On that day, our individual record will be placed by God in front of us to examine before His judgement. Every single good action and every sing bad action will be listed.
“And the book shall be set in place; and you will see the sinners fearful at what is in it, and saying, ‘Alas for us! How is it with this book, that it leaves nothing behind, small or great, but it has numbered it’. And they shall find all that they did present, and your Lord shall not wrong anyone”.





Belief in and consciousness of akhirah has an immediate and fundamental impact on our attitudes, actions and emotions while living in this world. In everyday life, it is only natural to ask oneself: ‘what is the point of doing this? Will it benefit me? Might I perhaps harm myself through doing this? In general, the firmer our conviction about the merit of a certain course of action, the greater is our determination to carry on, and the more doubts we have, the more wavering and less committed we shall be.
A child for example, may try to avoid studying if he is not convinced by parental exhortations about the value and importance of education. A believer in the afterlife will try to look beyond upon worldly gains and losses, face up to challenges and to overcome the trials in life, because he will trust in the mercy and justice of Allah on the Day of Judgement.
The sceptics may say that there is no evidence of life after death, there is no evidence that we can be brought back to life. The Qur’an answers these sceptics by drawing their attention to an everyday natural phenomenon.
“God is He that looses the winds, that stir up cloud, then we drive it to as dead land, and therewith give life to the earth, after it is dead. Even so will be the Resurrection” (35:9)



A famous female mystic saying is “human beings should not worship God through fear of hell or in the hope of heaven but purely out of love for God”.
Barzakh – (life in the grave)
Life after death begins as soon as someone is placed in their grave. The records of a person’s life kept by the recording angels are closed at this time. There is nothing more that the dead person can do to affect their fate. Life in the grave (Barzakh) is understood as timeless awareness, in which one awaits resurrection. Some Muslims believe that they can perform pious acts in the name of the person who has died and therefore assist them during their time in Barzakh. 
Al-Mahdi – 
The last days will be the period of time before the end of the world. How long they will last is unknown. At the start of the last days al-Mahdi or the Right-Guided One will appear. He will begin a rule of justice on the earth. For the Shi’a, Al-Mahdi is associated with the return of the 12th imam. Muslim history has seen many who falsely claimed to be the Mahdi. (Mahdi of Sudan) for the Sunnis, after coming of al-Mahdi Jesus will return to earth and lead the great battle of good versus evil. The evil will be led by al-Dajjal (the great imposter) who will be defeated by Jesus. Jesus will then spend time spreading Gods will (a period of faithfulness) who will then die and be buried alongside Muhammad in Medina, where his grace space awaits him. This will be the signal for the end of time.
All who are still alive will die. Then will come the signs for resurrection.


2. Practices
The Five pillars of Sunni Islam 

In most religions’ faith must be matched with action. It is not good enough just to know what the right thing to do is- you have to actually do it. Islam is no exception. The Five pillars are five acts of worship that are central beliefs and duties that Muslims believe in and they are 5 duties that one must do in their lives if possible. They are called pillars because they help support a Muslim’s faith; therefore, if one of the pillars collapses his or her whole family may fall with it. The five pillars are a guide for Muslims and without believing in the five pillars there is no point in one practising their faith. Every male and female Muslim who has reached the age of puberty is required to perform the Five pillars of Islam. They must follow these in order to fulfil their obligations to the one and only God- Allah. 
[image: Image result for shahadah]1st Pillar of Islam: Shahadah 
Shahadah is the 1st pillar of Islam which is the ‘declaration of faith’. It is the most important pillar in Islam because a person declares their belief in one God only and that they are a Muslim. In a way a person takes an oath to show their commitment to Allah and Islam. The Shahadah is a fundamental belief and statement of faith in Islam which expresses love, devotion and submission. 
To declare their faith a Muslim will recite the following;
“There is no God but Allah and Muhammad is his messenger”.



(Shi’a Muslims also recite the same above but at the end include “and I bare the witness that Ali was the friend of God”). 
The Shahadah is always recited in Arabic, the language of the Qur’an. This belief is at the heart of Islam and was the reason why Muhammad and his followers were persecuted in its early years.
To declare their faith, a Muslim will recite the Shahadah 3 times in front of 2 witnesses and this is all they need to do to become a Muslim. A Muslim is expected to recite this statement out loud, with total sincerity, fully understanding what it means. To believe in Allah, is a universal human right and by declaring their beliefs, Muslim’s also reject polytheism and believe and accept: 
· The Qur’an as the word of God
· the unity of creation and humanity
· Prophets
· holy books and
· the day of Judgement. 
The Shahadah is something that Muslims will repeat thousands of times in their lifetime. The Shahadah is sacred and important for Muslims as it is the first words a baby will hear once born, they are the last words that Muslim will also hear (at the end of life), it is announced five times a day from the minaret of a mosque and Muslim soldiers who into battle with these words always on their lips. The significance of this shows a Muslims duty but also shows that their life began with Islam and with God and also ends with God. 
The Shahadah is the central pillar because even though it is a non-action pillar it still sustains the whole structure of a Muslim’s iman (faith). 


2nd Pillar of Islam: Salah
[image: C:\Users\Priya Devi\AppData\Local\Microsoft\Windows\INetCache\Content.MSO\2E9D7F07.tmp]Salah is the five daily prayers and is the second pillar of Islam. Salah is mentioned in the Qur’an several times and the performance of salah is the first thing about which man will be held accountable on the Day of Judgement. Those who sincerely keep up with prayers are promised paradise. 
There is evidence in the Qur’an to indicate that prayer was a requirement in the teachings of all prophets but the actual format these prayers took was known during Muhammad’s mission.  The Qur’an also states that prayer should be done with the right intention and should also be accompanied by good deeds.
Wudu (5:6)
Wudu is a special ritual washing and the perfect form of wudu was communicated to the prophet by Angel Gabriel and it is to show the declaration of intent (niyyah) that a person is submitting themselves to prayer.
Wudu does not need to be performed before every prayer, although this is recommended. Each wudu lasts for up to a day when not travelling but must be performed again after going to the toilet, passing wind, bleeding heavily, contact with excrement (dirt), vomiting, falling asleep, and taking intoxicating substances.

The ritual of wudu:
	Wash the hands to the wrist three times
	[image: Washing the hands]
	The Prophet, peace be upon him said, ‘cleanliness is half of faith’. Starting in the name of God Muslims then begin washing the right and then the left hand three times. 

	Rinse the mouth and clean the teeth three times.
	[image: Washing the mouth]
	Mouth is cleaned three times e.g. gargle the water.

	Clean the nostrils three times
	[image: Washing the nose]
	Water is breathed in gently through the nose 3 times.

	Wash the face three times including forehead and ears
	[image: Washing the face]
	
	The face includes everything from the tip of the forehead to the chin, and up to both ears. The face is one of the essentials in wudu and must be washed at least once of the wudu is incomplete. However, it is usually washed 3 times.

	Wash the right arm three times
	[image: Washing the right arm]
	The arms up to the elbow and including the hands are one of the four essential areas that need to be washed. The right arm is washed 3 times.

	Wash the left arm three times
	[image: Washing the left arm.]
	There is a certain ritual order in which wudu is normally performed. But as long as Muslims wash the four essentials at least once by taking a shower for example it counts.

	Wet the hands and pass them over the hair and behind the ears
	[image: Wiping the ears][image: Wiping the hair]
	Hair: water from wet hands is passed from the beginning of the hairline and over the head. This is only done once. The wiping of the hair is the third of the four compulsory acts.
Ears: using damp hands, the back and inside of the ears are wiped. The prophet also said, “if there was a river at the door of anyone of you and he took a bath in it 5 times a day would you notice any dirt on him?” His companions said, “not a trace of dirt would be left”. The prophet added, “that is the example of the fiver prayers with which Allah blots out evil deeds”.

	Wash the feet up to the ankles three times each beginning with the right.
	[image: The left foot is washed.][image: The right foot is washed.]
	The feet represent the last of the four compulsory areas of washing. The right foot is washed up to the ankles three times. Although there are only 4 compulsory acts of washing, and each has to be washed only once, Muslims follow the example of the Prophet. He usually extended the washing ritual to ensure cleanliness before prayer, and even used to brush his teeth before each prayer. Then the left foot up to the ankles is washed three times.



To perform wudu is to obey and submit a command of Allah. It is also a psychological preparation for prayer and a person feels refreshed before commencing prayer. Wudu is not just a physical act but also a spiritual one because the prophet said that a person who, in getting ready for prayer washes himself carefully, will have his sins washed away along with the impure water ‘even from his fingernails’. Wudu is an outward cleaning that symbolises the purity of the heart and soul.
There may be some exceptions to performing wudu. For example, is a person is travelling and does not have enough water he may perform the wudu using dust, stone or sand symbolically, this is known as tayammum (dry wudu). Also, if a person has a skin disease or wound then they are permitted to avoid the use of water on that area of the body.
Preparations to make when about to stand for prayer:
· Dress appropriately and in clean clothes
· Chosen place to place is clean (do not have to go the mosque as the whole world is a masjid
· Pray in the direct of the qibla (the Ka’bah)
Salah does provide problems for Muslims living in non-Muslim countries, if they have a job or attend school they may have to miss one prayer. Other Muslims find salah too burdensome and only do salah morning and evening and hope to use their retirement to make up all their prayer times. Others just trust in the mercy if Allah to forgive them as long as they have kept the Shari’ah and the other four pillars.
Religious significance of salah:
· To bring Muslims close to Allah
· To combine soul and body in divine worship
· To keep from the indecent, shameful and forbidden activities
· To bring a sense of peace
· To show equality, unity and brotherhood
· To promote patience, courage, hope and confidence
· To develop gratitude and humility
· To demonstrate obedience
· To train in cleanliness, purity and punctuality
· To develop discipline and will power
· To remind people constantly of God and his greatness
· To draw the mind away from personal worries and problems towards God- who could at any moment change the entire course of a person’s destiny.
Timings of prayer:
· Fajir: (dawn) 70-90 minutes before sunrise
· Zhur: (noon) halfway between sunrise and sunset.
· Asr: (afternoon) halfway between noon and sunset
· Maghrib: (evening) after sunset
· Isha: (night) 60-90 minutes after sunset
How is salah performed?
Rak’ahs- are the sequence of movements following a set pattern which involves eight steps. Following the same pattern symbolises everyone following in congregation.
	Movement
	
	Importance 

	Takbir- raise hands to ears standing up. 
	[image: A man stands with his hands raised to his ears on a prayer mat]
	Entering into the state of prayer and putting behind all distractions and focus on Allah. Muslims face towards mecca and make the intention to pray.  They say ‘Allahu Akbar meaning God is great, raising hands to the ears or shoulder. 

	Qiyam- Place right hand over the left on the chest
	[image: A man stands with his right hand over his left hand on his navel]
	Recite surah 1- placing their right hand over their left on their chest or navel while stand, it a short supplication glorifying God and seeking his protection is read. This is then followed by Surah Al Fatiha, which is the first chapter in the Qur’an. Verses from any other chapter are then recited.

	Ruku- bowing
	[image: A man bows down so that his back is straight and his head faced down]
	Respect and love God- During ruku Muslims says ‘glory be to God, the Most Great’ three times. During prayer it is forbidden to fidget or look around. Muslims must pray as though they are in the presence of God and therefore must be in a state of concentration. 

	Brief Qiyam- stand up again
	[image: A man stands with his hands to his sides]
	Awareness of God- while moving into the upright position, Muslims recite God listens to the one who praises him’ and while in the standing position. ‘to God belongs all praises then is recited. ‘God is great’ is recited again. Hands are loosely at the sides at this time. Each movement is always preceded by the phrase ‘God is great’. This indicates to followers of the prayer that the leader is about to make the next movement. 

	Sajda- completely prostrate down
	[image: A man prostrates on the floor, with his hands beside his head]
	Submission to God- while in the prostration position ‘glory be to God, the Most High’ is repeated three times. Palms, knees, toes, forehead and nose must be the only body parts touching the ground. 

	Brief sitting- Kneeling with palms on knees
	[image: A man sits on his heels with his hands on his thighs, his head facing forwards and down]
	‘God is great’ is recited while moving to the sitting position. Muslims pause here for a few seconds, either staying silent, or reciting a shorter prayer. ‘God is great’ is recited once more as the Sajda position is taken again. The Prophet recommended that each movement must last at least the time that it takes for the bones to settle. He compared some people’s ruku and Sajda to the way that a crow pecks on the group, because of the speed at which the perform it. 

	Sajda repeated
	[image: A man prostrates on the floor, with his hands beside his head]
	This is the same as the first one. After reciting ‘glory be to God, the most high, one raka’ ha or unit is complete. Each salah has its own number of units though. The shortest prayer is Fajr, has two. To continue the prayer from the Sajda position, Muslims say, ‘God is great’ and stand up to repeat everything from Surah Al Fatiha, until the teach the Sajda again. 

	Tashahhud- return to seating position
	[image: A man sits on his heels with his hands on his thighs, his head facing forwards and down]
	Recite a short number of prayers praising God, asking for peace on the prophet, repeat the declaration of faith. Showing their obedience and faith to Allah. A Muslim will also raise the forefinger of their right hand in order to act as a witness. They then ask God to bestow blessings and peace up prophet Abraham and his family and ask the same for prophet Muhammad. Finally, Muslims ask God to bless them and their children until the Day of Judgement. 

	Salam- turn head to right and left shoulders
	[image: A man sits on his heels with his hands on his thighs, his head facing towards his left][image: A man sits on his heels with his hands on his thighs, his head facing towards his right]



	Forgiveness of sins acknowledge the ummah. To end their prayer Muslims first turn their face to the right saying, ‘peace be upon you, and the mercy and blessings of Allah’. This is said to the angels which Muslims believe accompany each human being to record their actions. > Peace to the left. ‘peace be upon you, and the mercy and blessings of Allah’ is repeated turning to the left side. Muslims believe the angel on the right side records all good actions and thoughts while the one on the left records all bad actions. 


The image of God that comes from salah:
	1. God is holy
	He is totally different from and separate to humans and so can only be approached by those who have purified themselves from the contamination of daily life by performing wudu.

	2. God is the all-powerful
	God is all-knowing, he sees everything. He is powerful as he can give or take life, He is the decider of our destiny.

	3. God is the guide
	Allah has given the Qur’an to Muslims as a guidance. He has given them a platform to believing in Islam.

	4. There is only one God
	Allah is the creator of the world

	5. God is merciful and compassionate
	99 names of Allah, He is always there, omnipresent.

	6. Prayer offered if from a human to only God
	Allah is the creator- Muslims believe and look up to him and thank Allah through prayer.

	7. Only God can accept the prayer
	Allah forgives any sins that a Muslim may have committed, and this is done through prayer.



Once salah is completed, Muslims raise his or her hands with their palms upwards and commences Du’a. 
Du’a Prayers
Du’a is prayers said at any time apart from the set salat prayers. Although du’a prayers are voluntary some Muslims regard it compulsory at the end of salah. Du’a prayers (are personal prayers) and can be said in your own language whereas salah has to be done in Arabic. Many will say du’a during meals, entering a place, driving, making a decision, going to bed and waking up. Salah overall comprises of three things; ummah, purity and submission and provides an opportunity for Muslims to show submission to God.
Prayer and the Mosque
Prayers can be performed in many locations such as at home, school, a place of work but whenever possible many Muslims choose to attend a mosque where the prayers are led by an imam. The imam stands in front of others with his back to them while leading prayers. The only time when attending mosque is compulsory, is for Friday afternoon prayers known as ‘Jummah’ and this only applies to men. Women are not required to attend but if they do, they pray in a separate part of the mosque or behind men. This is so that men are not distracted during prayer. On a Friday the imam will deliver a sermon and leads the people in the rak’ahs.
The Jummah prayer is shorter than the dhur prayer (prayers performed on other days of the week) and consists of two rak’ahs instead of four. This is done to allow for the weaker seniors and juniors to participate and it is preceded by a sermon (khutbah) and is delivered in 2 parts. 
The weekly congregation is the most important service and it falls on Friday every week because:
1. It is the occasional earmarked by Allah for the Muslim to express their collective devotion.
2. It is a time to review our spiritual accounts of the week gone by and get ready for the following week just as people do in any other business
3. It is a time for Muslims to reassure themselves and confirms their religious bonds and social solidarity on morality and spirituality.
4. It shows how the Muslims give preference to the call of God over and above any other concern.
Friday prayers are marked by the following features:
1. Its time falls in the same time as that of the noon
2. It must be said in a congregation led by an imam. No single person can offer it by himself.
3. If any person misses it, he cannot make up for it. Instead he has to offer the noon prayer, the original prayer which this service normally replaces.
4. All kinds of normal work are allowed on Friday as on any other weekday, for Muslims there is no sabbath. They can carry on with their usual duties and activities provided they come to the congregational service in time. After the service is over, they may resume their activities.
5. Friday prayer must be performed in a mosque, if there is one available. Otherwise it may be said at any fathering place e.g. homes, parks etc.
6. When the time for prayer comes, the Adhan is said. Then, four units of prayer are offered as sunnah, individually, in a love voce as in the noon prayer. When this part is completed the imam stands facing the audience and delivers his sermon (khutbah) which is an essential part of the service. While the imam is talking nobody should talk or pray; everyone present should take a sitting position and listen to the sermon quietly to the end.
7. The sermon consists of 2 parts each beginning with words of praise of Allah and prayers of blessing for prophet Muhammad. In the first part some Qur’anic passage must be recited and explained. At the end of the first part, the imam takes a short rest in the sitting posture then stands up to deliver the second part of his sermon. General affairs of the Muslim mat be discussed in either or both parts of the sermon. In the second part, especially the imam prays for the general welfare of all Muslims
Any participant in the weekly congregation should do his best to be neat and tidy. Thought there is no compulsory reason for a complete ablution, a bath is strongly recommended as it makes one fresher and more pleasant, 
The five times a day when Muslims should pray are announced by a muezzin reciting the adhan (call to prayer). The muezzin can do this inside the mosque or from one of the mosque’s towers, known as minarets. The adhan reminds Muslims of the key beliefs in Islam-there is no God but God, and Muhammad is his messenger.
Wudu is a ritual washing before prayer and in the mosque many will have an area where people can perform this. There are usually separate ones for men and women. After washing a person is ready to pray and this is done in the main prayer hall which is found in all mosques. The word mosque literally means ‘place of prostration’. Unlike many other religious buildings, the main prayer room in the mosque does not contained seats because Muslims need space to pray (perform Rak’ahs). As they pray, people form a serious of movements such as standing, bowing and prostrating. When praying together Muslims stand shoulder to shoulder to show that they are united and equal as part of the ummah. In mosques there is usually an alcove in a wall called mihrab which points towards Mecca. Muslims always face in the direction of mecca when they pray. 
Most Muslims believe worshipping/praying together has more value than worshipping alone as it strengthens the sense of community.
4th Pillar of Islam: Zakah
Zakah means growth and development in purity through alms or sharing your wealth with the poor. Zakah simply requires a payment of a certain percentage of one’s assets to the rightful beneficiaries which is an expression of love and obedience to Allah and gratitude to Him.
The term zakah appears in the Qur’an over 80 times alongside salah and these are referred together as they are compulsory acts Muslims must perform. 
Zakah began in Medina after the first battles when there were widows and orphans who has to be looked after. The Qur’an is full of encouragement for those pay zakah and warns that those who fail to pray it to the needy earn the wrath of Allah now and in the hereafter. In Islam it is very clean that everything in this universe belongs to Allah. Therefore no one owns anything and all human beings a trustee for God. 
What and when is zakah given?
Zakah is due from every Muslims who owns something beyond basic needs for a year amounting to what is called nisab. Zakah is not paid on the basic needs of clothing, food, housing, tools of one’s trade, women’s jewellery (except if it’s for purposes of investment). Zakah is due on the produce of one’s land, cattle, one’s trade and precious metals. 
The amount that must be paid ranges from 2.5% to 20%:
2.5%= money and savings
10%= on land and produce of land
20%= assets such as treasure
Zakah should be paid at the end of every year. However, there are exceptions. For example. If one finds treasure then zakah should be given immediately. On land and its produce zakah is given during harvest time. Zakah can be paid in instalments but it is recommended that zakah should be paid during the month of Ramadan because it is a blessed month.
Who is intended to receive zakah? 
The Qur’an (9:60) specifies 8 categories of people to receive zakah. These 8 are:
1. The poor
2. Needy who don’t ask
3. Employees appointed by the government to collect zakah
4. People who embrace Islam and are in difficulty
5. The master for freeing of his slaves
6. Prisoners of war
7. People who have fallen into debt through disaster
8. The traveller
Zakah can also be used to make Islamic schools, mosques and hospitals. 
Why does Zakah mean purity?
Zakah is a symbol of purification because 
One purifies their assets through payment due on them to the poor.


The heart that gives is purified from selfishness, greed, lack of concern for materialism. 


The heart of the recipient is purified from jealously and hatred against those who have but do not share what they have.



Purification of society at large from the problems of class struggle and social injustice. 




Zakah is a way of ensuring that all Muslims share in the gifts of God and is a sign of Muslim brotherhood. Many modern Muslims feel that Islam has stopped observing zakah properly and that is why Muslims countries lag behind the west in welfare provision.
Zakah is compulsory but there is also voluntary Sadaqah. Sadaqah would be what you give a beggar or something that you would put in an Oxfam collection box. Muslims often give Sadaqah if they want forgiveness for a sin of if they want to thank God for something. It is important for Muslims to remember that ‘wealth is God given and therefore should be shared’.
Lastly, zakah also shows Muslims that they are all part of the ummah and help or are helped by other Muslims all over the world.
3rd Pillar of Islam: Sawm
Sawm means fasting and the Qur’an specifies that to be a Muslim you must practice fasting:
‘O ye who believe! Fasting is prescribed to you as it was prescribed to those before you that ye may learn self-restraint, fasting for a fixed number of days; but if any of you is ill or on a journey, the prescribed number should be made up from days later’ (2:183-4).
When must a Muslim fast?
Ramadan became the month of fasting due to two reasons:
1. Its historical significance- the month when Muhammad was revealed the first message of the Qur’an. A message which would have an impact on the whole world. Also, Ramadan was a truce month and a time when holy men fasted.
2. Its spiritual and moral significance- Islam teaches the Allah is close to mankind who try to mould their lives according to His will in the blessed month of Ramadan. 
The obligation to fast begins on the first day of Ramadan and ends when the new moon is seen. Muslims fast between the hours of dawn and dusk. 
Who has to fast?
Everyone over the age of puberty must fast although there are some exceptions: 
· The sick
· The elderly
· Those on long journeys
· Menstruating, pregnant or breastfeeding women
What do Muslims do when they fast?
During the month of Ramadan, a Muslim abstains from all good, drink, smoke and intimate relationships between husband and wife from dawn to dusk. Muslims must also refrain from telling liars, gossiping, getting angry, swearing etc. there is no restriction on what you should eat from sunset to dawn, but it is prohibited to over-indulge during this period in order to make up for the period of fasting. The aim of the fast is to lean self-control. Fasting also involves saying extra prayers and all should aim to read the whole Qur’an during Ramadan. All Muslims will try to attend the mosque of Lailalt-al-Qadr (27ramadan) because this is the celebration of the night when Muhammad received his first revelation and prayers are said to thank God for the Qur’an.
Why do Muslims fast in Ramadan?
During the month of Ramadan Muslims celebrate Muhammad receiving his first revelation from the angel Jibril on the Night of Power. This is believed to have happened towards the end of Ramadan. On this night Muslims will often stay awake praying, as they believe that God is particularly merciful at this time.
Fasting during this month is commanded in the Qur’an. Muslims think that fasting can provide spiritual strengthening and self-control over greed and other selfish instincts. It also helps develops compassion for people who are living in poverty without enough food and drink and helps increase people’s gratitude for what they have.
Muslims believe that if they do not live in a way that honours God during Ramadan, then their fast has no spiritual value. Muhammad is reported to have said: “there are many who fast during the day and pray all night, but they gain nothing but hunger and sleeplessness” As well as paying special attention to the way they treat others, Muslims might read the Qur’an or attend mosque more often during the month of Ramadan. Ramadan is the 9th month of the Islamic year, which is based on the moon, this means that every year Ramadan occurs 11 days earlier than the previous year. As such, the number of hours that Muslims are required to fast can vary greatly. In the summer months the fast lasts longer than the winter months where there are fewer hours of daylight.
Muslims also fast as they are:
· Obeying 4th pillar
· The greatest gift God has given to Muslims is the Qur’an and it is only right something should be given up as a sign of one’s gratefulness to God for this gift.
· Muslims come closer to God, as you can concentrate on God instead of ordinary things of life
· Identify with the poor
· Promotes self-control
Fasting is an act of worship and submission to the will of Allah. A dedication and commitment to the commands of Allah. The fact that a Muslim gives up even lawful things to voluntarily makes him more able to resist the temptation to do unlawful things because of the training in self-restraint that fasting gives= fasting is a moral lesson. In addition, fasting gives the Muslims a chance to re-dedicate his life to God, alone for his sins and mistakes and seek his forgiveness.
As well as this, fasting brings many spiritual benefits where Muslims feel a strong sense of the global Muslim community- the ummah, because everyone is fasting at the same time and it helps them to consider the challenges faced by the poor. It is an extra test of self-control for Muslims living in Britain-unlike in the middle Eastern countries, the majority of the population is not fasting. 
After the month of fasting:
The end of Ramadan is celebrated by a festival on the 1 Shawwal (the month after Ramadan) called Eid-al-Fitr. All Muslims will try to attend the mosque for special prayer to thank God for Ramadan and for the benefits it has brought them. During the prayers the imam will say:
“The religious duties of the first ten 10 of Ramadan gain the mercy of God, those of the second ten merit his pardon, while the last ten save those who do them from the punishment of hell”
What does this mean? Shows that a Muslim sin’s have been forgiven as they have fasted for the whole month. Fasting is not an individual act; it is also a social act. Experiencing hunger in the fast makes Muslims more compassionate to the poor and needy. Therefore charity (zakat- 4th pillar) is always given to the poor immediately after the end of Ramadan. Also, cards and gifts are exchanged, new clothes are brought. 
Night of Power
One night in 611 CE (believed to be the 26th Ramadan) Muhammad went to a cave called Hira on the mountain of al-Nur just outside mecca. He often went there to pray and meditate. Whilst meditating in the cave he looked up and saw an enormous figure across the sky. This was angel Jibril. When Jibril appeared to Muhammad, the angel said:
“Proclaim! In the name of thy Lord and Cherisher, who created-created man out of a (mere) clot of congealed blood. Proclaim! And thy Lord is Most Bountiful! He who taught (the use of) the pen taught man that which he knew not” (Surah 96:1-5)




The angel then said, ‘O Muhammad you are the messenger of Allah and I am Jibril’.
Muhammad could not read and tried to explain this to the angel. Jibril made the command 3 times and each time Mohamed replied but felt as if the angel’s words were burning inside him. Jibril continued to speak and Mohammad repeated the words after him. Jibril then told Muhammad that he was to be the messenger of Allah and these revelations continued for the next 23 years and the final verse was:
“This day I have perfected your religion for you, completed my favour upon you, and have chosen for you Islam as your religion” (Surah 5:4)



Mohamed was terrified by the experience and rushed back to his wife Khadija she believed that he really had received a visit from Jibril and took Mohammad to her cousin Waraqa who was a Christian. Waraqa said, ‘this is the same one who keeps the secrets (angel Gabriel) whom Allah had sent Moses. I wish I were young and could live up to the time when your people would turn you out’. Muhammad asked, ‘will they drive me out?’ Waraqa replied in the affirmative and said, ‘Anyone (man) who came with something similar to what you have brought was treated with hostility; and if I should remain alive till the day when you will be turned out then I would support you strongly’ (Hadith). 
The first night of Muhammad’s revelation is called Laylat-ul-Qadr- the night of power. The night of power is important as it was when the Qur’an was revealed to Muhammad by Allah through angel Jibril. It is a special revelation because it revealed the Qur’an and for Muslims contains the words of Allah. 
5th Pillar of Islam: Hajj
Every Muslim hopes that at some point in life he or she can make a pilgrimage to Mecca. This pilgrimage is called hajj. Each year in the 12th month of the Islamic calendar, about 3 million pilgrims set off from different parts of the globe to reach Mecca and participate in the most spiritual of all journeys for a Muslim. It is a Muslim’s duty to make this pilgrimage at least once, if they are physically well and wealthy to do so. Like fasting during Ramadan, Muslims think that the shared experience of hajj strengthens the ummah as well as their own faith. 
To make pilgrimage to Mecca is an act of worship in which the mind, body and soul participate. Hajj which means ‘to set out for a definite purpose’ and is a duty of every Muslim who is financially and physical able to carry out and have sufficient money to leave to care for their dependents whilst they are away from home. Hajj is nearly always referred to as a once in a lifetime opportunity. 
The prophet once said that a person who performs the hajj and does not commit any incident or sinful action during it will come back from hajj ‘as pure as the day he was born’. Every year millions come to Arabia to perform hajj. In doing so they are fulfilling prophecy and promise made to Ibrahim by Allah and recorded in the Qur’an which says that people would flock to the Ka’bah on foot and camel.
Hajj is a very important and sacred pilgrimage and only Muslims are allowed to worship. Non-Muslims are not allowed. Hajj is a ritual that is designed to promote the bonds of Islamic brotherhood and sisterhood by showing that everyone is equal in the eyes of Allah.
Origins of Hajj:
Four thousand years ago, the valley of Mecca was a dry and uninhabited place.
Muslims believe the Prophet Ibrahim (Abraham) was instructed to bring his wife, Hajira (Hagar) and their child Is'mail to Arabia from Palestine to protect them from the jealousy of Ibrahim's first wife Sarah.
Allah told the Prophet Ibrahim to leave them on their own, and he did so, with some supplies of food and water. However, the supplies quickly ran out and within a few days Hajira and Is'mail were suffering from hunger and dehydration.
In her desperation Hajira ran up and down two hills called Safa and Marwa trying to see if she could spot any help in the distance. Finally, she collapsed beside Is'mail and prayed to Allah for deliverance.
Is'mail struck his foot on the ground and this caused a spring of water to gush forth from the earth. Hajira and Is'mail were saved. Now they had a secure water supply they were able to trade water with passing nomads for food and supplies.
After a while the Prophet Ibrahim returned from Palestine to check on his family and was amazed to see them running a profitable well.
The Prophet Ibrahim was told by Allah to build a shrine dedicated to him. Ibrahim and Is'mail constructed a small stone structure - the Kaaba or Cube - which was to be the gathering place for all who wished to strengthen their faith in Allah.
As the years passed Is'mail was blessed with Prophethood and he gave the nomads of the desert the message of surrender to Allah.
After many centuries, Mecca became a thriving city thanks to its reliable water source, the well of Zamzam.
Gradually, the people began to adopt polytheistic ideas, and worship spirits and many different gods. The shrine of the Prophet Ibrahim was used to store idols.
After many years, Allah told the Prophet Muhammed that he should restore the Kaaba to the worship of Allah only.
In the year 628 the Prophet Muhammed set out on a journey with 1400 of his followers. This was the first pilgrimage in Islam and would re-establish the religious traditions of the Prophet Ibrahim.
There are two types of pilgrimage:
1. Umrah: the lesser pilgrimage which can be performed at any time but is not equal to hajj.
2. Hajj: the compulsory pilgrimage performed from the 8th to 13th Dhul Hijjah (12th month of the Islamic calendar. 
The meaning and purpose of Hajj:
The significance of hajj extends beyond just visiting. It is of great historical significance which does not just go back to the time of prophet Muhammad. It can be traced back to prophet Ibrahim and Adam. Hajj also has spiritual, moral and social significance because:
a. It trains a Muslim to be fully submissive and obedient to Allah
b. It reminds Muslims of the purpose for which they have been created
c. It reminds one of death, resurrection and their accountability 
d. Allows Muslims from all over the world to practice true brotherhood
What happens on Hajj?
	What happens?
	What does this mean or symbolise?

	Perform ablution before entering Mecca
	Shows purity and cleanliness of a Muslim. Muslims will go into a state of purity where they are refrained from cutting their nails, wearing perfume, make up, jewellery etc. 

	Kiss the black stone
	Kissing the black stone gets rid of all sins that have been committed.

	Tawaf (circling of the Ka’bah)
	Muslims will circle the Ka’bah 7 times and they do this anti clockwise? Why? So that the heart is closer to it. The Ka’bah represents the house of God. After every round a Muslim will try to kiss or touch the black stone.

	Mount Safa and Marwa
	Muslims will walk between Safa and Marwa, this represents the story of Prophet Ibrahim’s wife and how she ran between two mountains to get water for her son. Travelling between the hill symbolises the desperate search of the pilgrim’s souls to find God. In the past this took place outdoors but now there are two long ait conditioned corridors.

	Collect Zamzam water
	Zamzam is holy water, Muslims will drink this as holy water purifies them and this is the water that gushed upon earth from the struck of Ismail’s foot.

	Standing at Arafat
	Prophet Muhammad gave his last sermon here. Muslims stand at Arafat and recite many prayers but also ask God for forgiveness for any sins that they have committed.

	Collect 49 pebbles
	49 pebbles are collected, and this represents the story of Ibrahim who was stopped by the devil three times when he was on his way to sacrifice his son. With the collected pebbles Muslims throw this at three big pillars and it symbolises Muslim’s own rejection of evil.

	Sacrifice an animal and Eid-al-Adha
	After completing hajj, Muslims will sacrifice an animal this can be a camel, goat or lamb. It again represents the story of how God placed a lamb instead of Ibrahim having to sacrifice his son for Allah. Here is when many Muslims will also give Zakah. Muslims will eat some of the meat they sacrifice and will give the rest to charity. They will also celebrate with Eid, with family meals and prayers.



Hajj includes much religious symbolism for example:
a. Brings release and inner peace
b. Builds up courage, awareness and trust in God
c. Draws all Muslims together whether on Hajj or not 
d. Unites Muslims not only with each other but with the prophets of the past.
Nevertheless, there are problems with hajj. Some argue that
a. Hajj has become exploited
b. The wealthy and powerful keep their distinctions by using superior forms of transport and accommodation. 
c. Some use expensive cloth for their ihram
d. Despite the sense of the ummah it does not extend to the wider world like in the Middle East.
After completing Hajj on the 13th Dhul Hijjah pilgrims will walk to Mecca and perform a final tawaf and circuit of the Ka’bah after which Hajj is complete. After completing Hajj, someone is given the title hajji (man) or hajjah (women). This is a title of honour and means they should be highly regarded in the community. Their sins have been forgiven and so they can now live a life as a perfect Muslim. Muslim men will shave their heads and many women will cut a bit of their hair too. It is traditional to go on to Medina, to visit the grave of Muhammad and his mosque, but these are carefully arranged so that it is not possible to make a circuit because Hajj is a worship of God not Muhammad.

Jihad: the meaning and significance of greater and lesser, origins, influence and conditions for declaration of lesser jihad

Jihad is a term often misunderstood especially since the word Islam means peace and yet there is the concept of jihad which means the holy war against sin, a person striving to be pure in spirit and to resist evil. The literal meaning of jihad is striving and can be broken down into greater and lesser jihad. 
What is greater jihad?
The aim of every Muslim is to live a life as a perfect Muslim, and this is a struggle no matter where you live- examples of these struggles might be fasting during the month of Ramadan saving money to give to the poor or speaking out against unfairness in the world. A Muslim has to learn to perform the 5 pillars, follow the Shari’ah properly and learn to control his own bad desires and actions. This is what Muhammad did and Muslims should try to follow his example. For their whole life a Muslim should try to follow Muhammad’s example and obey Allah whilst doing this. Muslim should therefore be trying to please Allah so when the last day comes they will receive Allah’s favour and enter paradise.
Jihad is concerned with establishing right (maruf) and removing evil (munkar) from yourself.


It is a tough spiritual struggle that lasts a lifetime and affects every aspect of a Muslims life however, this struggle helps Muslims to get to paradise. 
What is lesser jihad?
In the years following the night of power, Mohammed and his followers were persecuted because of their monotheistic message. The polytheistic tribes who lived in Mecca including the Quraysh tribe used violence to prevent Mohamed from preaching. As a result, Mohammed and his followers fled from Mecca to Medina where they established the first Islamic community. While in Medina, the Qur’an continued to be revealed to Muhammad. The revelations he received included practical matters, such as how the new community should work and what laws its people should follow. As Muhmmad was establishing his new community in Medina, he and his followers were attacked. The revelations received during this time explained when fighting should and should not happen.
Muslims believe that passages of the Qur’an such as the one above show that fighting was an acceptable means of self-defence for the early Muslim community in Medina. Islam could be wiped out if Muhammad and his persecuted followers did not fight in order to preserve their religion. However, Mohammed and his followers did not just fight in self-defence they also fought to help spread the message of Islam. It was not unusual to go to war in order to gain power at this time. The Mesopotamians, Greeks and Romans all fought against others to extend their political power. 
By the time of Muhammad’s death, Muslims had conquered whet hole of Arabia and within a century of his death Muhammad’s followers had carried his message to Syria, Iraq, Jerusalem and further west into Egypt and North Africa establishing a large Islamic Caliphate or empire.  By 750 CE, the caliphate stretched from the westernmost point of Spain to the western edge of India.
So, where does lesser jihad come into this?
Lesser jihad is the struggle to remove evil from society. Examples of lesser jihad include unfair trading, the gap between rich and poor, underdevelopment and ‘holy war’.  A holy war can only be fought in self-defence and not for conversion because Islam would always be at war with the world. The idea of holy war sterns from the battles which took place in Medina and Mecca during prophet Muhammad’s time.
Some Muslims believe that they should fight for the faith, particularly as the Qur’an implies that those who die in jihad will go straight to heaven without waiting for the day of judgement. 
However, all wars (which do not always have to do with Islam) can only be declared if:
· In defence of Allah, not for conquest
· To restore peace and freedom of worship
· To gain freedom from oppression
· Led by a spiritual leader
· All soldiers must be faithful Muslims
Women, children, the elderly and sick are not to be harmed, and trees and crops are not be damaged. 
Muslims are often accused of trying to convert people at the point of the sword, but this is untrue. Religion should never become the oppressor. People should never be forced to accept things that they don’t believe. For most Muslims in this country jihad is personal and a social struggle not war. 
	Problems with greater jihad
	Problems with lesser jihad

	There are too many temptations – food, money, sex etc.
	Starts terrorism

	Not everyone knows who it is, and all assume it is to do with war and fighting
	Commits suicide 

	Following all five pillars can be a struggle for Muslims in a modern world such as not praying 5 times a day.
	Lesser jihad is more personal in society today

	Internal struggle and effort to attain one’s essence
	People do not follow laws and start wars for wrong reasons

	It is difficult and strenuous overcoming one’s own obstacles
	Creates stereotypes



Jihad is also sometimes considered to be the 6th pillar of Islam. This is because some Muslims believe it will please Allah and reward them in the afterlife and it helps one to fight for their religion and to protect their religion. On the other hand, not all Muslims can perform these duties as it is a struggle, some ego’s may get out of control starting war and it is a personal and social struggle which Muslims won’t be able to perform to its fullest like sawm and zakah. 
Recap:
Greater Jihad:
Is to struggle against unfairness in the world and selfish desires within everyone by following the teachings of Muhammad.
Lesser Jihad:
Is the physical struggle to defend Islam 





The 10 Obligatory Acts (Shi’a Islam)
The Ten Obligatory Acts are followed by Shi’a Muslims. These combine four of the Five Pillars of Islam with jihad, which applies to all Muslims. It is the final five obligatory acts that distinguish Shi’a and Sunni practices. The 10 obligatory acts come from the Qur’an, the hadith and Muslim scholars. The acts show commitment to their faith and not just words. 
1. Salah – committing to daily prayers. (Shi’a Muslims will join to prayers together and pray 3 times a day). There are also difference between how the feet are positioned and when bowing. A Shi’a Muslim will rest their head on a wooden/clay tablet. Wudu is also considered as part of the prayers and not just for preparation. Prayer is to cancel sin, worship Allah and remind Shi’as about their insignificance in relation to Allah. Being humble and extremely disciplined about prayer is vital for a Shi’a Muslim.
Salah- differences between Sunni and Shi’a Islam
There are also some differences between Sunni and Shi’a practices in relation to Salah.
Shi’a Muslims combine some prayers, such as the midday and afternoon prayers. Therefore, they may only pray three times a day. Sunni Muslims only combine prayers if they have a good reason to, for example if they are travelling.
Shi’a Muslims also often use natural elements when praying. For example, some place a piece of clay at the spot where their head will rest.
Additionally, the movements that Sunni and Shi’a Muslims make during prayer can differ. For example, Shi’a Muslims pray with their hands by their sides, whereas Sunni Muslims pray with their hands either folded or by their sides.
2. Sawm – fasting from just before dawn until sunset. For a Shia Muslim fasting has 2 main purposes. 1st to give practical help to the poor as Shi’a Muslims will understand how the poor and hungry feel. 2nd fasting is a part of fulfilling obligations for 7 and 8 and will help Shi’as to be stronger at rejecting evil (munkar) and at doing good (maroof)
3. Zakah – giving a proportion of your wealth to help the poor. The first Imam Ali stated that the purpose of Zakah is to test the right and provide the poor and if all people paid their zakah, no one would be poor. Shia Muslims are very specific on what zakah can be paid on. It can be paid on silver or gold coins, cows, sheep, goats and camels as well as wheat, barley, dates and raisins. Such as specific approach to zakah has made it more complicated for Shia Muslims to calculate in the modern world.
4. Hajj – pilgrimage to Makkah. Very similar to Sunni Muslims. The journey brings a Shi’a Muslim closet to Allah and encourages them to examine their behaviour for the better in preparation for the day of judgement. The 12 imams spoke regularly of the importance of hajj. 
5. Jihad – the struggle to keep belief in Allah and follow his rules, to follow the Five Pillars of Islam successfully and to defend Islam.
6. Khums – 20 per cent annual tax. This tax is paid on any profit earned by Shi’a Muslims. The money should be split six ways: Allah, Muhammad, relatives of Muhmmad, orphans, the needy, anyone who is away from home and has no money to return. A Muslim cannot pay khums directly to Allah, so this portion went initially to Muhammad and then his relatives as well as the first 11 imams. It is now paid to Shi’a religious teachers and spent accordingly. 
7. Amr-bil-Maroof – encouraging people to do what is good: Enjoy in what is right and forbid what is wrong (Qur’an 9:71). Maruf means anything that is considered acceptable according to Shariah Law. In simple terms this may mean carrying out obligations such as prayer or only earing Halal meat etc. However, a Shia Muslim has a responsibility to promote goof and if possible try to intervene against injustice e.g. stop bullying or campaign for human rights. 
8. Nahil Anril Munkar – in line with the above obligation a Shia Muslim should avoid things which are considered Haram and stand up against evil in the world. 
9. Tawalia – showing love. This includes both love for God and love for those who follow him. Acting with love towards fellow Muslims some Shia would see this obligation towards all Muslims whereas other may reject associating with Sunni Muslims as they are seen to be on a different path.
10. Tabarra – disassociation. Shi’a Muslims should not associate with God’s enemies. This is probably the most controversial of all obligations placed on Shia Muslims and is often viewed as being at the heart of divisions within Islam. It can be traced back to the original Sunni/Shia split where some Muslims believed the leaders after Muhammad should be elected whilst others believed the next leader should have been related to Muhammad. Shia Muslims believe they have been treated badly since this split some reject any links to the Sunni branch. This division can often play out in bloodshed around the world. E.g. in Afghanistan the Sunni Taliban attacked the Shia Afghanis and killed nearly 8000 people.
Purpose of the 10 obligatory acts:
· Identify the key Shi’a Islamic beliefs that from the foundation of their religion
· Allow Shi’a Muslims to worship Allah through their beliefs and actions
· Brings them closer to Allah and follow his rules and law
Why are the obligatory acts important for Shi’a Muslims today?
The 10 obligatory acts unite Shi’a Muslims; it gives purpose to their lives and helps them to understand how they should behave on a daily basis. Muslims will face many challenges from modern society and the 10 acts help them to identify in their lives how they should act and how Allah wants them to live.

The origins and meaning of festivals and commemorations: Id-ul-Adha

During the 12th month of the Islamic calendar, Muslims have another celebration called Eid-ul-Adha, when prophet Abraham’s faith and obedience to God are remembered. Eid-ul-Adha takes place at the end of the five days of hajj but is celebrated by Muslims all around the world.
Id-ul-Adha happens approximately 30 days after Id-ul-Fitr, depending on the lunar calendar. It is concerned with the idea of sacrifice for Allah. Muslims remember how Ibrahim believed in Allah so much that he was prepared to sacrifice his son, Ismail, to show his love and dedication to Allah. The festival celebrates Ibrahim’s willingness to put his trust in Allah and sacrifice his son.  This festival also commemorates the end of human sacrifice and inspires Muslims to follow Ibrahim’s example and be faithful to Allah. As Ibrahim was prepared to keep his promise to Allah despite the possible cost, Allah rewarded him and his people.
In Muslim countries, it is a public holiday and all shops and schools are shut.
During Id-ul-Adha, an animal is sacrificed, and this is the most important act. Every family has to make the decision to find an animal which they consider perfect. This could be a sheep, goat, cow or even a camel
. In many countries the father of a family will slaughter the animal himself. In the UK, this is not allowed so the animal is killed in a special abattoir following halal rules. The animal is killed in the halal way by a specialist by ensuring that:
· The animal must not be frightened at the time the slaughter is about to happen
· The animal must be turned to face the holy city of Mecca as the slaughter prays and recalls in the name of Allah
· The knife used must be very sharp so that when the jugular vein of the animal is cut death follows very quickly.
· It is important that all blood is drained from the animal as Muslims believe that any animal with blood is still in the meat that is eaten will be unclean and not fit to eat.
If these rules are followed, the meat will then be considered halal. The meat is then divided between family, friends and the poor. Muslims who celebrate this festival after Ramadan remove their ihram (if they are at the end of Hajj) and wear normal clothes. Both men and women cut their hair to show their personal sacrifice. Once the animal has been divided up, prayers are said at the mosque and all Muslims come together as the ummah.
[bookmark: _Hlk36565546][bookmark: _GoBack]Id-ul-Adha is important as it allows Muslims across the world to participate in Hajj with family and friends, even if they are unable to take the journey to Makkah. It also reminds Muslims that Allah is with them at all times, which means they should worship him always.

The origins and meaning of festivals and commemorations: Id-ul-Fitr

Ramadan ends with a three-day celebration known as Eid-ul-Fitr which begins on the first day of the 10th month of the Islamic year. Id-ul-Fitr means ‘the festival of breaking the fast’. Usually on the first day of Eid-ul-Fitr, Muslim families attend mosque to thank God that their fast is complete. They are reminded by the imam that Muhammad promised that those who complete the fast will received both pleasure on earth and also a reward from God on the Day of Judgement.
Eid-ul-Fitr is a time of both prayer and celebration. Muslims will often decorate their houses, eat feasts together and give each other gifts and cards. It is also a popular time for Muslims to get married. In Muslim-majority countries, Eid is a public holiday like Christmas and Easter in the UK. In countries where Islam is not the majority religion, Muslims will usually take time off work in order to celebrate Eid. Some employer may give Muslim employees a day off work.
During this time, Muslims also give money to the poor. This is known as ‘Zakat-ul-Fitr’ and it reminds Muslims that not everyone is as wealthy as they are.
The festival is important for the following reasons:
· it marks the end of a month of fasting (Ramadan)
· it brings the ummah together
· it is a time for sharing and being grateful
· it is a time to appreciate all the positive things in life

The origins and meaning of festivals and commemorations:  Id-ul-Ghadeer

Eid-ul-Ghadeer is a Shi’a festival that commemorates the celebrations of Imam Ali. It takes place on the 18th day of the 12th month of the Islamic lunar calendar. The celebration remembers when the Prophet Muhammad announced in public that Ali would be his successor at Ghadir Khum. Shi’a Muslims believe that Muhammad said:
“of whomsoever I am Lord. Then Ali is also his Lord. O God! Be thou the supporter of whoever supports Ali and the enemy of whoever opposes him” (Hadith XX)
On this day, Shi’a Muslims fast and listen to speeches and religious poetry. It is the festival that spilt Muslims. 
The festival takes its name from the place where the Prophet Muhammad is believed to have made this announcement, the Pond (Ghadeer) of Khumm. This was a place where people gathered and greeted one another before returning to their homes after Hajj. Shi’a Muslims believe that this was the last time the Prophet addressed a gathering of people before he died.
Shi’a Muslims around the world celebrate this day with various customs. Typically, presents are given, and people take ritual baths and eat celebratory meals. Many Shi’a Muslims fast on this day and they may wear their best clothes. Some recite a special prayer praising Allah and thanking him for the faithful and infallible imams.

The origins and meaning of festivals and commemorations: Ashura
For Shi’a Muslims, Ashura is a major religious commemoration of the martyrdom of Husayn, Ali’s son and a grandson of the Prophet Muhammad. It falls on the 10th day of Muharram, the first month of the Islamic lunar calendar.
Shi’a Muslims all over the world mark the festival with a voluntary day of fasting. As well as commemorating the death of Husayn in battle. Sunni Muslims remember the day Noah left the Ark and the day Musa was saved from the Egyptians by God.
The ten days before the festival are a period of mourning. On Ashura, during this festival Shi’a often wear dark clothes, blacken their face and bodied, and beat their chest with their fists to show their sorrow. In countries such as Pakistan and India some men even cut themselves with knifes, chains and blades to draw blood and suffer as Hussein did.
10 essential facts about Ashura: by Mufti Muhammad Ismail
1. The meaning of Ashura- is derived from the word asharah which means ten in Arabic. Ashura signifies the 10th of al-Muharram
2. The sacred month of Allah in which Ashura appears
3. Giving charity on Ashura is equal to an entire year’s worth of charity
4. The covering (kiswah) of the Ka’bah used to be changed on Ashura
5. Fasting on Ashura wipes out the sins of the past year
6. Ashura is an immense day of repentance
7. Fast beyond the Day of Ashura
8. Be generous to your family on Ashura
9. Allah saved Musa and the children of Israel on Ashura
10. Nuh (Noah) ark landed on Mount Judiyy (Modern day Turkey) on Ashura






3. Sources of wisdom and authority

The Qur’an including its revelation, compilation and its used by Muslims

The Qur’an is the most important holy book for Muslims. They believe that it was revealed to Muhammad by God. It is seen as the perfect literal word of God that gives people guidance on how they should live their lives. Muslims believe that the Qur’an was sent and revealed and in Arabic the word sent is ‘nazala’ and is an essential characteristic of the Qur’an as it appears 200 times. The Arabic word for Qur’an literally means ‘recitation’ (saying something aloud). According to tradition, Muhammad could not read but on the Night of Power the angel Jibril insisted saying ‘read’ (iqra) three times. Muhammad received a rush of energy and suddenly he was able to repeat the words aloud.
Muslims believe that they beauty and power of the Qur’an can only be fully experienced when it is recited aloud, because this is how it was received by Muhammad. As such, when Muslims read the Qur’an they do so out loud. Huge respect is given to those who can learn the Qur’an by heart. They are given the special title hafiz (man) and hafiza (woman) and will sometimes perform the entire Qur’an to other Muslims. Muslims think that the Qur’an can only truly be read in Arabic because this was the language spoken by Muhammad when he received it. When the Qur’an is translated, it is no longer the words recited by Muhammad. Translation of the Qur’an, therefore, are seen only as interpretations of or subtitles for the Qur’an not the holy book itself.
Origins of the Qur’an:
In order to understand the Qur’an, it is important to go back to the beginnings of the earth. According to Islam God created humans as his vice regents/stewards. Adam was God’s first prophet whose task was to look after the world in the way God wanted it to be looked after. In order for this to happen, Adam was given instructions from God. Unfortunately, future generations distorted the word and so other messengers has to be given the word again.
According to Islam there have been several written books of the word of God
-Moses (Musa) was given the Torah (Tawrat)
- David (Dawud) was given the Psalms (Zabur)
- Ibrahim (Abraham) had a book but it was lost
- Jesus (Isa) was given the Gospel (Injil)
All of the above were distorted (especially the Gospel in saying Jesus was God’s son) either through human error or the interference of Satan.

Arranging/ Structure of the Qur’an
Muhammad received the Qur’an over a 23-year period of his life. Many Islamic scholars are interested in finding out when Muhammad received particular revelations. In Mecca, Muhammad and his followers were being persecuted whereas in Medina they had the opportunity to establish their own community and this is reflected in the revelations received. Initially the Qur’an was not written down but was memorised and passed between people by word of mouth. However, towards the end of his life, Muhammad started to dictate chapters (surahs) to his companions so that they could write them down. These chapters would have originally been written down on pieces of animal bone, leather and palm leaves. Each of the 114 surahs is split into verses. In total there are over 6000 verses in the Qur’an. 
Chapters in the Christian Bible move chronologically through time like a story. However, in the Qur’an the surahs are arranged in order of length, with the longer surahs at the beginning and the shorter ones at the end. This can be a little confusing. For example, the surah that was revealed first to Muhmmad is surah 96. Each surah is named after an object or a subject within it, for example:
· surah 2 is called ‘the cow’ because in it Moses tells people to sacrifice a cow
· surah 29 is called ‘The Spider’
· surah 4 is ‘An Nisa (about women) 
· surah 35 is called ‘The Creator’
 The most important surah is the first, ‘Al Fatihah- (The Opening)’ which Muslims must recite five times each day.
“With the name of Allah, the Merciful Benefactor, the Merciful Redeemer
In the name of Allah, Most Gracious, Most Merciful.
Praise be to Allah, the Cherisher and Sustainer of the worlds;
Most Gracious, Most Merciful
Master of the Day of Judgement
Thee do we worship and Thine aid we seek
Show us the straight way
The way of those on whom Thou hast bestowed Thy Grace, those whose (portion) is not wrath, and who go not”.
(Surah 1)












Every surah except surah 9 begins with ‘Bismillah’- in the name of God, the Merciful, the compassionate’. This indicates whole Qur’an comes from God and each surah is recited in the name of God not in the name of Muhammad. Muslims believe that each surah is a sign of God’s compassion and mercy because he has not left them alone to get on with their lives but has given them the Qur’an so that they know how to live.
Fact about the Qur’anAfter Muhammad’s death, the third caliph Uthman was worried about the Qur’an changing as new followers recited it in newly conquered regions. He created an official Qur’an and ordered that all other versions should be destroyed. All modern versions of the Qur’an are based on this official Qur’an.






Some parts of the Qur’ans are similar to the stories found in Jewish and Christian holy books. However, Muslims believe these contain inaccuracies, so God gave Muhammad his perfect word in order to correct them. Muslims believe that Muhammad is the final prophet whose message has been recorded with complete accuracy in the Qur’an. There will be no further prophets or revelations from God.
Respecting the Qur’an
In order to show respect to the Qur’an Muslims will:
· often wash before touching it and will keep it in a clean place with nothing on top of or above it
· The Qur’an should be the only book on the top shelf of a bookcase
· It is never placed on the floor and if someone drops or damages it then he or she might kiss it as a sign of respect. 
· Old, worn out copies should not be thorn away. Most Muslims agree that old Qur’ans should either be wrapped in cloth and buried deep in the ground or placed in flowing water, weighed down with a heavy stone. 
· Total concentration is required when handling and reading the Qur’an
· Must be higher than one’s navel- many use a Qur’an stand to place the Qur’an at the correct height.
· No other object should be placed upon it
Lastly, the Qur’an is complete and without contradiction and cannot be changed, it is sacred and the closest thing that brings a Muslim to Allah.


The prophet Muhammad: life, teaching and authority including his call, work in Mecca and medina, the hijrah, role as ‘seal of prophets’ and as a role model

Muhammad was born nearly 600 years after Jesus and a long time after Moses and Abraham. Although Muhammad was not divine, he is considered the most special of the prophets. He is often referred to as ‘seal of the prophets’ or simply ‘the prophet’ to emphasise his importance as the final and most important of God’s messengers.
Preparing of the prophet:
Into the materialistic and unjust Society of Mecca was born Mohamed in or about a year 570 in the Quraysh family. His great grandfather Hashim had been destined to share leadership in the import-export business with his 3 brothers. Mohammad grandfather was called Abd-al-Muttalib. Mohammad's father had died before he was born, and his mother Amina died when Muhammad was 6 years old. From his mother’s death Muhammad came into the house of his grandfather Abd-al-Muttalib.
Abd-ul-Muttalib would spend his day watching over the well of Zamzam and the feeding and watering of pilgrims. Muhammad would join his grandfather. Unfortunately, his grandfather’s protection was not to last forever, he died only 2 years after Muhammad’s mother, he was now 8 years old. He now joined the household of Abu Talib and Fatima. Muhammad spent much of his youth as a shepherd, whether with the animals he had inherited or to earn his living, and this may have been the beginning of his later custom of musing alone in the hills around Mecca. In the course of time Muhammad overcame the disadvantages of his orphan childhood and acquired a reputation for honesty and competence. He was nicknamed ‘Al Amin’- the trustworthy. By the age of 25 his good character had attracted the attention of a wealthy widow aged about 40 her name was Khadija. She was a prosperous businesswoman on her own account. She put Muhammad in charge of a caravan to Syria. There both then got married. Khadija Mohamed had 4 daughters Zaynab, Ruqayya, Umm Kulthum and Fatima; they also had 2 sons but none of them survived infancy. 
Whatever the influence of the other seekers after truth Muhammad followed his own solid direct recourse Mecca was a small town in a few minutes walking with enough to bring him out into the stillness of surroundings hills. By day the sun beat down with tropical strength by night the temperature fell steeply as stars came out with desert brilliance, it was a wonderful place to realise the majesty of the world, the miracle of life and the fragility of humanity. 
Islam is founded on the belief that Muhammad received as message for humanity from the Once God. The initial event from which all else follows is his call to prophethood. What happened to Muhammad was far outside normal human experience that we cannot hope to obtain more than a very approximate idea of it. The crucial event was the coming of the first Quranic passage which took place according to all accounts in the month of Ramadan probably in year 610 Ce when Muhammad was about 40. Muhammad became attached to solitude and used to go to a cave on mount Hira to practice mortification for several nights, before going back to his family to get provision for another stay.
Muhammad was about 40 years old when in the hills he was visited by an angel. He was completely overwhelmed when he was ordered to read. There was induced pain and anxiety in Muhammad (after this visit by the angel he rushed home and was nursed by his wife). This was revelation of the ‘Supreme God- the creator of the universe.
With Muhammad receiving the revelation and people were starting to believe in him, many people turned to the teachings of Muhammad and converted to Islam believing in one God only. This angered many people as at the time of Muhammad people were living in the days of Jahiliya (days of ignorance) where people worshipped idols, there was a lot of greed etc. with people turning away from this many began to persecute those that believed in Allah and Muhammad’s message. The persecution became so bad that Muhammad send 83 Muslims plus their families who were not supported by their clans to flee to Abyssinia where they would be well treated by Christians.
During this period Muhammad received many of the revelations about the previous prophets of God e.g., surah 12- Yusuf, surah 71- Nuh and surah 14-Ibrahim. Each of these revealed how God’s prophets had been rejected by their people but in the end the will of God had triumphed.
Soon after the ending of the boycott came the death of the head of the clan, his uncle Abu Talib, a loyal protector, though never a believer. His place was taken by Abu Lahab who refused to protect his nephew. In the course of this period, many descriptions of paradise ad hell were added to the Qur’an. Still Muhammad’s positions was certainly uncomfortable and indeed dangerous. Things were made worse for him personally by the death of his believed Khadijah, his first follower and his constant companion and supporter. 
Muhammad began to consider leaving Mecca and migrating to a new centre where faithful could be organised in security as an autonomous (independent) community. His first attempt to spread the religion outside Mecca took the form of a visit to the mountain oasis of Ta’if, where many of the Quraysh had properties. However, leaders of the local tribe of Thaqif refused his message and a hostile crowed followed him as he retreated.

Muhammad’s call to be prophet:
As a result of his religious feelings Muhammad began to spend time in prayer and meditation in cave Hira on Mount Nur. In particular he spent the whole month of Ramadan in prayer and contemplation and it was towards the end of Ramadan 610 CE when the Lailat-al-Qadr (night of power) occurred. This was when God sent angel to Muhammad with the command to recite. This was the first revelation of the Qur’an to Muhammad and is found in surah 96. Muhammad was terrified and ran home to Khadijah thinking he was going mad. She comforted him assuring him that he was not mad but being called by God. Her words of consolation were in response to the prophet’s apprehensions that under impact of divine revelations either he would lose his reason or his life to be confronted with the tremendous responsibility that prophethood was to entail. She took him to Waraqa who confirmed that Muhammad was the prophet God has promised in the Christian Bible to send to Arabs.
Muhammad’s emigration to Yathrib (Medina)
In 622 CE Muhammad has to leave Mecca for Medina. This is because a hostile campaign had begun against Muhammad and Muslims because there were many converts as he received a revelation telling him to make the message more public 
“proclaim what you have been ordered and turn away from the polytheists” (surah 15:94)




On top of this Muhammad was threatening the wealth of Mecca by saying that the idols were nonsense. Mecca made a lot of money through pilgrimage, money they could not afford to lose. 
Persecution of Muhammad and his followers:
· There were attempts on Muhammad’s life
· Some of his followers were tortured or killed by exposure to the midday sun
· His meetings were broken up by hooligans
· People threw rubbish and thorns outside the door of his house






With this he sent 83 Muslims to flee to Abyssinia. The Meccans found it hard to get Muhammad himself because of the protection of Abu Talib and his tribe even though his uncle never became a Muslim. 
Al-Miraj:
It was in this period of grief and self-doubt that al-Miraj occurred. This was a journey by night from Mecca to Jerusalem and then to heaven where Muhammad met other prophets. It was during al-Miraj Muhammad was told to extend prayers from three to five times a day. In 620 CE Muhammad met six men from Yathrib who were impressed with his wisdom and five retuned the following year with 7 more members.
Yathrib:
The situation in Yathrib was dominated by Jews and there was often tribal fighting for leadership. It seemed to the 12 that arrived at Ukaz in 621 Ce that Muhammad represented the best chance of success for their city. They made the first pledge in which they agreed to serve none but the prophet, worship God alone and lead moral lives. 
In 622 CE the 12 Yathribs returned with 63 converts and made their second pledge in which they agreed to accept Muhammad as their political leader as well as their prophet. The reasons for migration were:
1. Muhammad saw the pledged by the converts from Yathrib as a sign from God that he was to leave.
2. The reaction of the Meccans when news of the second pledge leaded out seemed to confirm this view because if the Meccans were against it, God must be for it.
3. It must have been clear to Muhammad from the revelations he was receiving that Islam could never be just a religion,. It had to be a complete way of life and it meant politics had to be a part of religion
4. Muhammad must have been worried about the safety of his followers in Mecca and he would be able to protect them in Yathrib.
5. He wanted to preach openly about the revelations from God. 
How did he leave Mecca? (Hijrah)
Muhammad wanted to use the opportunity presented by Yathrib in order to establish a Muslim community there. Rather than going himself he sent 70 of his Meccan followers with their wives and children to Yathribs ensuring he had a base there. These people are known as Muhajirs. 
The main reason the Yathribs needed Muhammad was to end the blood feud between the two main tribes the Aws and Khazraj. Muhammad had been accepted as prophet by both tribes and his arrival meant that it was now possible for a Muslim state to be established. Those who converted to Islam since Muhammad’s arrival in Yathrib were known as Ansars.
This is why Caliph Umar decided that this event marked the beginning of Islam, so the year 622 CE became 1 AH, the beginning of the Muslim era. The city Yathrib was given a new name- Madinat an-nabi – city of the prophet usually called al-Madinah.

Muhammad as a statesman
A statesman is someone who is a respected leader in national or international affairs. 
After settling in Madinah, Muhammad made a constitution for the city setting out the responsibilities and duties of the citizens. He also made legislation to ensure peaceful relations with non-Muslim groups such as Jews. Muhammad at this point received revelations which showed him that Mecca was to be the focus of Islam. It was one of the most important cities in Arabi economically because of the trade route. 
Battle of Badr:
Muhammad had no immediate authority over groups but as time went on his success in battle elevated him to a position of great power. The battle of Badr is seen as the first major military victory won by Muhammad. In 624CE Muhammad led about 315 men on a raid to attack a wealthy Meccan caravan. Muhammad’s forces were victorious, losing only 14 men in comparison with the opponents 45 casualties, including any people who were prominent in Meccan public life.
Muhammad did not want to ruin Mecca but for them to eventually join the ummah. In 628 CE the Meccans made concessions to allow Muhammad and his followers to make the pilgrimage. Some of Muhammad’s enemies broke his agreement 2 years later and attacked, so Muhammad organised the Muslims into a march on Mecca. The Meccans weakened by a change of leadership and the conversion of some of their ruler to Islam, surrendered, and Muhammad was able to enter Mecca with hardly any resistance. 
Muhammad and the Ka’bah:
Muhammad at the point could have killed his enemies but instead he chose to act mercifully. He walked around the Ka’bah 7 times and touched the black stone, as a sign that Islam with the help of Allah had been victorious. He and his followers spend the next 5 days destroying pagan idols and shrines in the Ka’bah. Muhammad had been a remarkable character both as a religious leader and as a political figure. This combination meant he was able to make many converts, able to establish a faith system of beliefs and a strong faith community. 
Muhammad is seen as a role model and this is because:
· Of his submission to God and Allah
· He taught peace and always believed in strong good manners, always greeting people kindly and showed respect. 
· Led a simple life (didn’t let pleasures take control)
· Helped the poor and needy
· He is a chosen one by Allah, hence people should follow the teachings he gave.
· Hard worker













The family of the prophet Muhammad including Caliph/Iman Ali (Ahl-ul-Bayt) in sunni and Shi’a Islam; the origins of differences and implications for questions of authority.
Muhammad’s father died before he was born.

Muhammad’s mother- Amina she died when Muhammad was 6 years old
Muhammad’s grandfather Abd-ul- Muttalib died 2 years after Muhammad’s mother Amina




Khadijah- Muhammad’s wife and first believer of Islam. 
Muhammad’s uncle- Abu Talib, looked after Muhammad for a long time. 




Muhammad’s children: Zaynab, Ruqayya, Umm Kulthum and Fatima. Also had two sons that died during infancy 




Ali- Muhammad’s first cousin but also his son his law as he married Muhammad’s daughter Fatima.




After Muhammad’s death, many people questioned and discussed who should be his next successor. This caused many disagreements and led to a spilt in Islam. The cause of this split formed two groups in Islam: Sunni and Shi’a. 
Sunni Muslims
the way of the prophet
Shi’a Muslims
the party of Ali




After Muhammad’s death the Muslim community was led by four political and religious rulers- Caliphs. 
Caliph is the English word of the Arabic word ‘Khalifah’ which means steward but also means the successor to the messenger of God and was chosen by the ulama (a sort of electoral group) to carry on the work of Prophet Muhammad. These Khalifah’s are called ‘The First Four Caliphs’ or the ‘Rightly Guided Caliphs’.
The significance of the Caliphate: 
As successor to the prophet, the caliph was the head of the Muslims community and his primary responsibility was to continue in the oath of the prophet. Since religion was perfected and the door of the divine relation was closed at the death of the prophet, the caliph was to make all laws in accordance with the Qur’an and then Sunnah. He was a ruler over Muslims but not their sovereign since sovereignty belongs to God alone. He was to be obeyed as long as he obeyed God. He was responsible for creating and maintaining conditions under which it would be east for Muslims to live according to Islamic principle and to see that justice was done to all. 
Sunni V Shi’a
Sunni Muslims believe that Abu Bakr who was Muhammad closest companion should lead after Muhammad and be his successor. The majority of Muslims in the world today about (85% are Sunni) believe that it was correct for Abu Bakr to become leader, they also think that Umar, Uthman an Ali were right people to succeed after Abu Bakr. However, there is disagreement among Sunni Muslims about whether the caliphs who ruled in centuries after these 4 men were sometimes known as the 4 rightly guided caliphs- were rightful rulers. 
Shi’a Muslims believe that God told Muhammad that Ali should be his immediate successor and that Mohammed made this clear to his followers in a speech given in the year of his death 632 CE. They believe that the first 3 caliphs should not have been the rulers of Muslims. Shia Muslims also believe after Ali's death his son Hussein should have succeeded him, not Muawiya, and that leadership of Muslims should have continued to pass down through the descendants of Ali. 
The 4th Caliph- Ali
· Ali’s election:
After Uthman’s martyrdom, the office of the caliphate remained unfilled for two or three days. Many people insisted that Ali should take up the office, but he was embarrassed by the fact that the people who pressed him hardest were the rebels and he therefore declined at first. When the notable companions (people who wanted him to be the 1st) urged him, he agreed and became the 4th caliphate. 
· Ali’s Life:
Ali was the first cousin of the prophet. More Dan that he had grown up in the Prophet own household later he married his youngest daughter Fatima and he remained in close Association with him for nearly 30 years okay. Alli was 10 years old when the divine message came to Mohammed. One night he saw the Prophet and his wife Khadija bowing and prostrating. He asked the Prophet about the meaning of their actions and the Prophet told him that they were praying to God most high and that alley 2 should accept Islam. I said that he would first like to ask his father about it. He spent a sleepless night and in the morning he went to the prophet and said, “when God created me he did not consult my father so why should I consult my father in order to serve God” and accepted the truth of Muhammad's message. 
Once Muhammad invited his relatives for a meal after it was finished he addressed them and asked who would join me in the course of God there was utter silence for a while and then Ali stood up. I am the youngest of all present here he said my eyes trouble me because they're sore and my legs are thin and weak, but I shall join you and help you in whatever way I can. The assembly broke up in mocking laughter but during the difficult wars in Mecca Ali stood by these words and faced all the hardship to which the Muslims were subjected. He slept in the bed of the profit when the crash plan to murder Mohammed it was he to whom the Prophet interested when he left Mecca the valuables which had been given to him for safe keeping to be returned to their owners.
Ali fought in all the early battles of Islam and it is said that in the battle of Uhud he received more than 16 wounds.
The Prophet loved Ali dearly and called him by many fond names. Once the Prophet found him sleeping in the dust he brushed up on his clothes and said fondly ‘wake up Abu Turab (Father of Dust). The Prophet also gave him the title of ‘Asadullah’ which means lion of God.
[image: See the source image]Ali's humility, piety, deep knowledge of the Qur’an and his rationality gave him great distinction among the prophet's companions. Abu Bakr, Umar and Uthman consulted in him frequently during their caliphate. Many times, Umar had made him vice Regent at Medina when he was away. Ali was also a great scholar of Arabic literature and pioneer in the field of grammar and language. His speeches, sermons and letters serve for generations afterward as models of literary expression. Many of his sayings have been preserved. Ali had a rich and versatile personality and in spite of these attainments; he remains a modest and humble man. Once during his caliphate when he was going about the marketplace and man stood up in respect and followed him. Do not do it said Ali such manners are temptation for a ruler and a disgrace for the ruled. Ali and his household lived extremely simple lives. Sometimes they even went hungry themselves because of Ali’s great generosity and none who asked for help was ever turned away from his door. His plain style of living did not change even when he was a ruler over a vast domain.



· Ali’s Caliphate: 
As mentioned previously, Ali accepted the caliphate very reluctantly. Uthman’s murder and the events surround became a cause of evil strife on a large scale. All governors gave the ledge to Ali except Muawiya, the governor of Sha (Great Syria). Muawiya declined to obey until Uthman’s blood was avenged. His decision was based on the fact that he is not required to obey the Caliph until he (Ali) is able to enforce the rile of Allah. Muawiya was the cousin of Uthman, so he was the responsible of asking Ali to bring the murders to trial. The prophets widow Aisha also took the position that Ali should first bring the murderers to trial. Due to chaotic conditions during the last days of Uthman it was very difficult to establish the identity of the murders, and Ali refused to punish anyone whose guild was not lawfully approved.
It seemed that Ali’s supporters may have been involved in the murder and eventually Ali and Muawiya met with tier armies at the battle of Safin. This ended inconclusively mainly because Muawiya’s army put Our ‘an on their spears when they were being defeated so that they will not be attacked. Ali was forced to accept arbitration.
It was the 40th year of Hijra. A fanatical group called Kharijites, consisting of people who had broken away from Ali due to his compromise with Muawiya, claimed that neither Ali nor Muawiya, the ruler of Syria nor Amr the ruler of Egypt was worthy of rule. Since he accepted arbitration he was not a caliph. In fact, they went so far as to say that the true caliphate came to an end with Umar and that Muslims should live without any ruler over them except God. They vowed to kill all 23 rulers and assassins were dispatched in 3 directions. While Ali and Muawiya were all fighting in the cause of Allah and did not want to shed any blood, Kharijites on the other side love to kill innocent Muslims. It is important to notice that there was no companion at all in the arm of Kharijites.
The assassins who were deputed to kill Muawiya and Amr did not succeed and were captured and executed, but Ibn-Muljim, the assassin who was commissioned to kill Ali, accomplished his task. Once morning when Ali was absorbed in prayer in a mosque, Ibn-Muljim stabbed him with a poisoned sword. 
· Conclusion:
With the death of Ali, the first and most notable phase in history of Muslims came to an end. All through this period it had been the Book of God and the practices of his messenger-that is the Qur’an and Sunnah-which guided the leaders and the leaders set the standards of their moral conduct and inspired their actions.  It was the time when the ruler and the ruled, the rich and poor, the powerful and weak, were uniformly subject to the divine law. It was an era of freedom and equality, of God-consciousness and humility, of social justice which recognised no privileges and of an impartial law which accepted no pressure groups or interests.
After Ali, Muslims agreed to give the caliphate to Muawiya. Muawiya tried to continue on the same way the rightly guided caliphs, but he was ruling a different generation of people and moved his capital from Medina to Damascus (capital of Syria)

The Hadith as a record of the Sunnah of the prophet Muhammad, compilation, main collections (Sunni and Shi’a) elements of Hadith- isnad and matn

The Sunnah:
The Qur’an, though seen as the primary source of revelation, has no more than 10 percent of its verses devoted to legal issues. There are about 80 verses relating to crime and punishment and inheritance laws. This it can simply be stated that the Qur’an is not a book of law but theology. For the majority, the basis of Islamic law is to be found in the hadith.
The Sunnah//Hadith means example (Sunnah=actions, Hadith=sayings) and should not be underestimated. Thought secondary to the Qur’an, the Sunnah’s central importance rests on the fact that it forms the basis for Islamic law. In the early days this included decisions and examples of the Caliphs but the mahdabs (Sunni law schools) decided that the Sunnah should be based on Muhammad and his example in Medina.
Andrew Rippin in ‘Muslims’ states: ‘the focal point of the law in Islam is the Sunnah, the concept of the practice of Muhammad, as embodied in the hadith and transmitted faithfully by Muhammad’s followers through the succeeding generations down to the present. The Sunnah presents the perfect way of life and Muhammad who was the perfect embodiment of the will of God.
However, there are issues involved in the use of the Sunnah/Hadith as a basis for Islamic law and practice. Difficulties arise when the preservation of the hadith are considered. As John L Esposito states “by the 9th century, the number of traditions has expanded from hundreds to thousands. They included pious fabrications by those who believe that their practices were in conformity with Islam and forgeries by groups involved in political and theological disputes”.

Views supporting the validity of sunnah/hadith:
Islamic scholars have answered these problems as each hadith was scrutinized and tested for its authenticity and recoded only if it proved to be reliable. Scholars Ibn Jurayj, Imam Malik, Sufyan ath-Thawari, Hammad bin Salamah, Abdulluah bin Mubarak, Imam al-Awza’I made significant contributions to hadith and laid down solid foundations for the evaluation of a hadith. Consequently, a lot of inauthentic hadith that has crept into the masses were discarded and at the same time, reliable hadith were widely distributed.
Dr Kazi a Muslim scholar states that “all that was humanly possible for ensuring the authenticity of the hadith was completed by the 2rd hijrah… no other religion, nation, party or even small group of people can parallel what the early Muslims did to ensure the authenticity of hadith and the Sunnah. 
Views criticising the validity of sunnah/hadith:
Ghulman Ahmad Parvez, born in 1903, in East Punjab was one of the first Muslim critics of the hadith. Parvez argued that the status of the hadith as a source of revealed knowledge was fundamentally wrong. Parvez argued that “the Qur’an contains no ruling saying that the hadith must be followed”. He also noted that “hadith reports occasionally contradict the Qur’an; for example, the punishment of adultery is 100 lashes in the Qur’an but stoning in the hadith”. Another point of Parvez’s argument was that “Muhammad was an ordinary man according to the Qur’an (18:100) and that he could have erred (mistake)”. All in all, Parvez was convinced that “the unreliability of hadith transmission undermines its validity”.
Another Muslim scholar, Dr Kassim Ahmad, authored a work entitled Hadith- A Revaluation, which was banned by the Malaysian Home Ministry on the 8th July 1986. This was done in order to safeguard the interests of the people and the country. The work rejected hadith as a basis for theology and law and started that “the hadith are sectarian, anti-science, anti-reason, and anti-women.” Rippin states that according to available summarise of the book, Ahmad posed four main questions.
1. Did Muhammad bring one or two books?
2. Why did the hadith take 250-350 years to be compiled (which Muhammad objected to) and why do Sunni’s have different collections from Shi’a Muslims?
3. What factors led to the emergence of the hadith?
4. What is the connection between the hadith and the decline and backwardness of Islam?

How were the Hadiths compiled?
Each hadith consists of two parts: the tradition itself or matn (for insurance, the words of the prophet) and the isnad (chain of transmitters or authorities)
Muslim scholars soon set about the task of scrutinizing hadiths and distinguishing those which were sound (sahih) from those that were only good (hasan) or weak (da’if). Hadith criticism was solely based on the authenticity of the isnads, not on a scrutiny of the tradition itself. The focus was, is the report that Muhammad said, or did it well support in respect of witnesses and transmitters. Several scholars compiled collections of Hadith; the following came to be recognised in Sunni Islam:
· Al-Bukhari
· Muslim Ibn Al-Hajjaj
· Abu Da’ud
· Al-Tirmidhi
· Ibn Maja
· Al-Nasa’i
Of these six books, al-Bukhari and Muslim are the best known and most quoted. These two are known as the “two Sahih” and enjoy a prestige that virtually outshines the other four because their authors have been the most meticulous in collecting Hadith. They relied on the method of chain of narration “Isnad”, which means that say Bukhari head Mr A saying he heard Mr B saying he heard of Mr C… who heard the prophet say. Bukhari would investigate the life of each of these people, establish that they actually lived at the same times and met each other and talked about this Hadith. He would establish that all of them were people of good repute and honesty. Only then would he include the hadith in his collection. Muslim was less meticulous; he would establish that two of these peopled lived at the same times but would not look into whether or not they actually met. And so on. 
Shi’a Muslims use the above 6 hadith, but also have their own collections that focus on the sayings and virtues of the imam. The four Shi’a hadiths are:
1. Abu Ja’far Muhammad Al-Kulayni
2. Ibn Babuya
3. Al-Tusi
4. Al-Tusi, he complied two collections
How do you decide which sunnah//hadith are authentic?
Hundreds of Scholars have worked to establish authenticating the traditions that can be safely attributed to the prophet. One of the principal criteria for verifying the hadith is that it should not contradict reasons or facts. Another criterion is that it must not contradict the fundamental principles established by the Qur’an and authentic sunnah. Thirdly in order for her teeth to be acceptable it must have been reported and transmitted through a reliable chain of transmission what every link is known and reliable.
The Mahdabs (four Sunni law schools):
Mahdab means school of thought or way of thinking. It is a method of interpretation of religious material in the three major areas: belief, religious practice and law.
The four main Sunni schools of law today are named after their founders and are not generally seen as distinct sects as there has been harmony for most part among their various scholars throughout Islamic history.
1. The Hanafi Mahdab: Imam Abu Hanfis who was the founder of the Hanafi school, lived in what is now modern-day Iraq not long after the prophet Muhammad’s death. It is reported that Hanifa met the companion Anas ibn Malik, making Hanifa one the second generation in oral transmission from Muhammad
2. The Malik Mahdab: Imam Malik was born shortly thereafter in Medina. There are reports that they lived at the same time and although Malik was much younger, their mutual respect is well-known.
3. The Shafi’i Mahdab: Imam Shafi’i was taught by both Aby Hanifa’s students and Imam Malik, and his respect for both men is also well documented.
4. The Hanbali Mahdab: Imam Ahmad ibn Hanbal studied under Imam Shaif’i and consequently there are many similarities between the two Mahdabs. 
Shi’a Islam has its own school of law, the Jafari school founded but the 6th Imam Ja’far as-Sadiq.
Sunni Muslims believe that all four schools have “correct guidance” and the differences between them lie not in the fundamentals of faith but in finer judgements which are a result of the independent reasoning of the imam and the scholars who followed them. Because their individual methodologies of interpretation from the primary sources were different, they came to different judgments on particular matters. For example, there are differences in the methods of prayer among the four schools, yet the differences are not so great, as to require separate prayers by the followers of each school. In fact, a follower of any school can usually pray behind an imam of another school without confusion. An example: necessary covering during salah:
· All the schools say that is it necessary upon both men and women to cover those parts of their bodies during salah which should ordinarily be kept covered before strangers beyond that their positions differ. 
· The hanafis say it is necessary upon woman to cover the back of their hands and the soles of the feet as well, and upon man to cover his knees in addition to the area between the navel and knees.
· The shaif’is and Malikis say it is necessary for a woman to keep her face and both the palms and back of her hands uncovered during salah
· The Hanbalis state it is not permissible for her to expose any part of the face.
Generally, Sunni Muslims prefer one Mahdab out of the four (normally a regional preference). Some, however, reject the four schools. 
The geographical setting of each school law is 
Hanafi- mainly based in Turkey, central Asia, Iraq, Afghanistan, Pakistan, India, Bangladesh
Maliki – followed in Algeria, Tunis, Morocco, Libya, Kuwait, Dubai
Shaif’i- bases in Egypt, Sudan, Ethiopia, South East Asia: Indonesia
Hanbalis- mainly based in Saudi Arabia, Qatar, North East of Oman
There 4 main differences of the 4 schools of law are mainly based on custom, depending on their geographical location but this does not undermine their agreement. 

Shari’ah: how it is agreed including sources used by the main schools of Sunni and Shi’a Law; Qur’an, hadith, analogy (Qiyas) and consensus (ijma), the role of judges (qadis) and scholars (the ‘ulama)

The Shari’ah:
The Shari’ah is the Islamic law, primarily based on the Qur’an, which covers all aspects of life. The word Shari’ah means a ‘clear straight path’ the way God wants men to walk. 
Yusuf al-Qaradwani writes the Islamic Shari’ah removes from human beings’ harmful burdensome customs and superstitions, aiming to simplify and ease the business of day to day living. Its principles are designed to protect man from evil and to benefit him in all aspects of his life. The Shari’ah is the code of behaviour for a Muslim, the law determines the right (halal) and wrong (haram) actions. It gives criteria for judging all behaviour, relationship with other individuals, with society as a whole with your own self.
	Principles of Shari’ah
	Importance

	God will always exist
	He is the creator of the world, he made humans.

	There will come a time of judgement
	Allah will judge you on the sins that you have committed.

	God is aware of everything you do and think
	Allah is always watching you; your deeds are being counted every second.

	The world is full of hardships and evil that should be put right
	Always follow the clear and right path though it may be hard. Always make peace with others.

	All humans belong to the family of God
	As Muslims are created by God, they are a part of him and hence are special to God.



According to Islam, humans should live their lives recognising all people as one family, aware of their rights and defending them and being determined to bring about good and not harm. If one is able to do this then they have already started living according to the Shari’ah.
The basis of the Shari’ah is wisdom and the welfare of people in this world as well as the hereafter. This welfare lies in complete justice, mercy, care and wisdom. Anything that departs from justice to oppression, from mercy to harshness, from caring to misery, and from wisdom to folly, has nothing to do with the Shari’ah (Ibn Qayyim- a famous Muslim teacher






However, not all areas of Shari’ah are covered by the Qur’an and so Muslims will turn to secondary sources to determine what Shari’ah is:
· The Sunnah= actions of the prophet. Since Muhammad was the final prophet then what he did must be the final example of how a human being should live and his actions therefore become part of the Shari’ah
· The Hadith= sayings of the prophet. If he was the final prophet what advice he gave to people must be the nearest we can get to God’s word. (the problem with the hadith is there are too many and some even contradict the Qur’an).
· Custom or way of like of the Muslim community. Particularly the community set up by Muhammad in Medina because it followed the behaviour based on Muhammad’s actions.
· Consensus- this is the decision of the Ulama (a group of Muslim lawyers-muftis) who agree the Muslim way to do things.
· Opinion- this is the opinion of one Muslims lawyer who is pious and studied the Islamic law, and gives an opinion on a matter not covered by the Qur’an, Sunnah or Hadith
· Analogy- this is if you cannot find an example in the Qur’an, Sunnah or Hadith, then you look for an analogy in the Qur’an. For example, alcohol is forbidden because it is an intoxicant therefore taking illegal drugs is also forbidden for they are intoxicants too. 
It is important to remember the Qur’an is the primary source of the Shari’ah and the above are secondary sources.
Shari’ah and Morality:
Islam does not believe morality can be divided into good and bad quite that easily. The main aim of Shari’ah law is to decide what haram is. The aim of Muslim judges should be to get people to conform morally with God’s law rather than administer punishments. Shari’ah law can be divided into five categories.
1. Fard- obligatory: these are duties that are collective and definite (categorical) such as attending Friday prayers. Therefore, fard is based on God’s will.
2. Hudud- acts that are punishable in this world according to the penalties set out in the Qur’an. These include theft, wine-drinking. As revealed law these are considered absolute although there is an element of cultural relativism (depending on culture).
3. Mandub- acts that are recommended but not required, they lead to reward in paradise but choosing not to do them does not lead to punishment. These include charitable acts, extra prayers and fast. This highlights the developments of a person’s character.
4. Makruh- acts that are discouraged but not punished. An example is a man’s right to divorce a wife something which Muhammad disapproved of strongly.
5. Mubah- acts that are permitted but there are no rewards or punishments. 
Ijma:
Ijma means consensus. In a Muslim society what is accepted by a group ultimately decides what Shari’ah is. The group involved in the consensus is understood in the following ways, in which an exception is made for children and those who suffer from mental disorders:
1. All Muslims of all times
2. All Muslims of a particular time
3. All who are just and righteous
4. All companions of the prophet
Types of Ijma:
· Explicit ijma: a question arises, and people express their different views. Then there is discussion on these views and finally a common position is agreed upon.
· Silent ijma: if an opinion is expressed by some and after learning about it have made no comments in either in favour or against.
· Unknown opposition: this situation occurs when a view is generally held but it is not known whether or not there are experts who disagree with it.
· Absolute Ijma: on a matter in which there never has been any difference that is we can show that all generations of Muslims agreed on the matter
The authority of Ijma:
It is not possible for the Muslim ummah to agree on a position of ijma without basis from the Qur’an and hadith. Ijma is only an argument for view but not a conclusive proof. Only ijma of the companions provides conclusive proof. Silent ijma in the absence of opposition are not a conclusive proof.
If a ruling is reached by ijma and is not obeyed then it is haram. Overall ijma could only be successful if there is a group of Muslims who know what the Islamic teachings on various matters are and there the need to form an Islamic society capable of taking unified action when such action is required. Muhammad said, “my community will never agree upon error”. So Shari’ah will vary from place to place according to custom. 
Qiyas:
Qiyas is a method that used analogy (comparison) reasoning to reach Islamic legal rulings for new developments. Qiyas takes an established ruling from Islamic law and applies it to a new case, as long as the new case shares the same essential reasoning for which the original ruling was applied.
Qiyas is a method that Muslims jurists use to derive a ruling for new situations that are not addressed by the Qur’an and Sunnah, like many new developments of our age and like the customs of people not encountered in Arabia during the time of the prophet. When we know the reason why something is Islamic law is obligatory, preferred, permitted, disliked or forbidden then if something else shares the same reason it can be given the same legal ruling.
Categories of Qiyas:
There are two major categories of qiyas > overt and obscure.
a. Obvious comparisons (qiyas jaliyy) > this is where the new situation being investigation is clearly no different to a ruling already established in Islamic law. This is especially the case where the sacred texts clearly spell out the reason for the original ruling or where there is unanimous agreement among Muslims as to what that reason is. Everything is clear and up-front.

b. Obscure comparison (qiyas khafiyy) > this is where the new situation being investigated is not so overtly similar to established Islamic law. This is especially the case where the sacred texts do not spell out the reason for the original ruling or where there is disagreement among Muslims as to what that reason is. 
An example is the criminal liability for murder with a strike is the same as that for murder with a knife, since in both cases there is “an international and hostile acts of killing”. The difference here to the example above is that the shared reason for the ruling is one that has been deducted by the jurists from the ruling prohibiting murder. The ruling “an intentional and hostile act of killing” is a legal construction not a religious one. With obscure comparison there is a greater burden upon the juries to explain the ruling. 
General rules for the Valid application of Qiyas:
There are a number of guidelines that must be observed for qiyas to be correctly applied:
1. Qiyas can never be used to establish a ruling that contravene a ruling established in the Qur’an and the Sunnah
2. The person who engages in deriving a ruling through qiyas must have the qualifications to engage in independent juristic reasoning. 
3. The qiyas itself must be reasoned through properly
Al-Ghazili writes: “whoever rejects qiyas in principle is certainly mistaken in his thinking and should be deemed as sinful”. This is supported by one hadith when the prophet approved of the use of personal judgment. Muhammad sent Mu’adh ibn Jabal to Yemen and asked him how he would make his judgments. In accordance with the book of Allah, replied Mu’adh. But what is you don’t find it there? Inquired the prophet. According to sunnah of the apostle of Allah, replied Mu’adh. But what if you don’t find it there either asked the prophet again, I will exert my own opinion replied Mu’adh. 
In conclusion qiyas is the process by which a decision if made using analogies from the Qur’an and the sunnah when there is no specific ruling. Qiyas is also used to decided between ‘contradictory’ texts. For example, the element (illa) is the ban on intoxication. From this, some have said there should be a total ban on all alcohol and drugs. The result of qiyas can only work providing it meets the approval of ijma. Once it does it becomes the basis for further qiyas. 
The role of Qadi:
Qadi- a Muslim judge who renders decisions according to the Shari’ah (Islamic law). The qadi’s jurisdiction theoretically includes civil as well as criminal matters. In modern states, however, qadis generally hear only cases related to personal status and religious custom, such as those involving inheritance, pious bequests (waqf), marriage, and divorce. Originally, the qadi’s work was restricted to non-administrative tasks—arbitrating disputes and rendering judgments in matters brought before him. 
The role of Ulama (scholars):
Ulama is an Arabic word that derives from ‘ilm, ‘knowledge’. The ulama are therefore etymologically the scholars or more precisely the experts in Islamic religious sciences. Perhaps the best way to define them is through a famous hadith a tradition attributed to the prophet of Islam. The ulama are the hiers of the prophets. The Prophets have not left gold or silver coins as a bequest but knowledge (ilm), whoever seizes it has taken a bountiful share. 
 
To understand this brief text, two aspects must be taken into account: on one hand, for Islam, prophecy is the highest form of knowledge granted to humankind; on the other, prophecy is considered to end with the death of Muhammad in 632. In post-prophetic time, ulama enjoy a form of authority that derives from their status as “heirs of the prophets.” This strong characterization actually relativizes the usual claim that there is no clergy in Sunni Islam. Of course, theologically speaking every Muslim believer structures his/her own relationship directly with God. However, from a sociological and anthropological point of view, the ulama might be rightly seen as the exponents of the clerical class in Islam. The knowledge they possess endows them with an aura of sacredness, as a more or less tenuous reflection of prophecy.
The class of the ulama has gradually come into being over the centuries, by virtue of one fundamental principle, i.e. the conviction that the believer coming after the prophetic age has no independent access to the Scriptures. Rather, he must insert himself into a chain of witnesses and masters that allows him to go back to the time of origin. This belief shapes the relationship the ulama have with the texts, the common believers and their teachers.

The imam in Sunni and Shi’a Islam: origins, nature, role in individual and community life. The doctrine of Nass, the inerrancy and intercession of Imams in Shi’a Islam

(Sunni)
An Imam is a priest and has many roles. In summary for Sunni Muslims an Imam leads the 5 daily prayers at the Mosque. They ideally should be a fully qualified Islamic scholar and a role model for his congregation. Imams should have a fixed contract with clear aims and objectives which can be reviewed regularly. They should be on a good salary in order to be dedicated to his job as a community leader. The imam is accountable to the public. 
As well as this the imam also has the following role:
1. To speak English > aside from having a sound knowledge of the Qur’an, hadith and Arabic imams Speak English said that they can give sermons which have an impact on their congregation. Those who are not fluent in English should seek to improve it through English classes. The imam has to be in touch with the Muslim community especially the youth; so, it is vital that he is aware of contemporary issues. Friday (khutbahs) sermons and other speeches delivered in the mosque are a guidance for the community; as well as containing the knowledge, which is essential for every Muslim, they should relate to current affairs. Half of the Friday khutbahs should be in English- if sermons are not in a common language many people miss out. 

2. Stop sectarianism > an imam must always speak out against sectarianism and promote unity and brotherhood. As leaders, imams can make or break this ummah- they must show solidarity with their fellow Muslims, regardless of race of sect. Imam’s of different mosques must communicate with each other and show support for one another, demonstrating to their community that at the end of the day, whether Pakistani, Bangladeshi, Arab, Sunni or Wahabbi, we are all Muslims and Islam unites us all. 

3. Set an Islamic curriculum > many mosques run evening classes for kids, commonly known as ‘madrasah’. The books used are often in a language other than English (Urdu, Bengali etc.) Whilst it is always beneficial to learn multiple languages one cannot expect children to fully relate to Islamic issues which they have to translate before they even arrive at understanding it. It is vital for the imam to set up an appropriate curriculum whereby the learning process is made easier for children by the information being available in English. GCSE and A-level Islamic studies should be available for older students. The imam should also ensure that no teacher hits the students as this is far from the example of the prophet and often turns children away from the learning.

4. Cater for the community > the imam should ensure that the mosque is there to cater for ALL the needs of the community; including sports, social events, Islamic entertainment, internet and library facilities for the youth as well as facilities for women. The imam should hold a weekly or a monthly/bi-monthly youth programme where guest speakers are invited, and youngsters are encouraged to participate. Such activities are needed to attract the youth, educate them about their religion, and erase the perception that the mosque is a place for elderly people alone.

5. Set up social organisations > the concept of the ummah is fast vanishing; it is a sad state of affairs when Muslims in need of financial/emotional support are left with no other option but to turn to non-Muslims for help. The Imam should set up social organisations in the mosque to help disadvantage sectors of society such as the old/disabled/single mothers etc.

6. Drugs counselling >the Muslim community, like any other has issues. Over 1000 of the 5840 Muslim prison inmates have committed crimes relating to drug use. Among the youth this problem is widespread,. We need to stop brushing such issues under the carpet and start addressing them properly. Tis issue tears families apart and as the leader of a community the imam must also put in an effort to resolve it. Drugs counselling from an Islamic perspective will help the affected youth and their families. 

7. Meditate > unfortunately it is common nowadays for families to fall into petty disputes and the imam had the potential to be a perfect mediator as he is impartial, respected and can advise from an Islamic point of view which no Muslim can refute. The imam can offer marriage counselling and help resolve family disputes by judging solely from an Islamic perspective; he should stop and monitor sham marriages and prevent honour, marriage/killings by openly condemning these actions and offering guidance. Aside from disputes within a family, the imam can also advise and assist on issues affecting individual and the local community such as antisocial behaviour, financial problems, racism, alcohol abuse and so on.

8. Visit hospitals and prisons > whenever the prophet heard that someone was ill he would rush to visit them (Muslim or non-Muslim), pray for them and show that he was there in their time of need. We do not see enough of such compassion in today’s society. Everyone is too busy doing their own thing to go and visit people who are ill, see if they need anything etc. If imams regularly visit people who are ill in their community, this will not only be a great firm of du’a, but it will also set an example for other Muslims to follow. The imam should organise his congregation in a way that makes it possible for members of the community to take on this responsibility too.

Muslims already form 8% of the prison population. Over 65% of these prisoners are young men between the ages of 18 and 30. This does not include youngsters under the age of 18 who are in custodial care. These people should not be abandoned, rather they should be guided and helped by their Muslim community. Imams should visit prisons at least once a week (especially in those prisons where an imam is not already appointed) to counsel Muslims prisoners help with their rehabilitation and ensure that they are not abandoned by fellow Muslims on their release.

9. Hold Du’a programmes > the imam should organise an ‘open day’ at the mosque at least once a year, have regular interfaith forums, invite school children to the mosque as part of their religious education classes, produce literature which can be distributed to non-Muslims

10. Practice what you preach > above all, the imam is a role model for the Muslims in his community. No human being is perfect, but it is imperative that the imam does not come across as having double standards. Imams will always be a good role models for the youth and elderly in their community as long as they practice what they preach. 

(Shi’a)
In Shi’a Islam, one of the five roots are to believe in Imamate: the authority of the imams. Sunni Muslims do not believe in this as for them Imams are teachers and role models for the ummah. Shi’a Muslims believe in 12 imams and they believe the 12 Imams are the spiritual and political successors to Muhammad, the Prophet of Islam.
Shi’a Muslims believe that Muhammad chose Ali as his successor before his death. After Ali’s death, Shi’a Muslims were led by twelve imams, whom they believe were spiritual successors to the Prophet Muhammad rather than having any family connection to him. Shi’a Muslims make up around 10 per cent of the global Muslim population.
Imamate: Shi'a Islam
Imamate is the Shi'a belief that all modern imams should be spiritual descendants of the Prophet Muhammad. Shi’a Muslims believe that imams protect the religion and help to guide Muslims along the right path. Today, Shi'a Muslim communities are led by imams, who are seen as having been chosen by God. Shi’a Muslims believe that imams are exemplary individuals who obey all teachings and follow the Shari’ah law.
They hold that the Imam is an individual who possesses the same characteristics as Prophets (though are not Prophets as they do not receive revelation) and must also be divinely protected in the same way that Prophets are. According to Shi’a, the Imams appointed by Allah (s.w.t) to succeed the Prophet (s.a.w) are twelve individuals who successively succeeded one after the other. These individuals are the best from amongst the Ummah and were selected by Allah (s.w.t) due to their exceptional qualities.
The names of the 12 Shia Imam are:
1. Imam Ali A.S
2. Imam Hasan A.S
3. Imam Hussain A.S
4. Imam Zain-ul Abideen A.S
5. Imam Mohammad Bakr A.S
6. Imam Jaffer-e- Sadiq A.S
7. Imam Musa-e-Qazim A.S
8. Imam Ali Raza A.S
9. Imam Mohammad Taqi A.S
10. Imam Ali -un Naqi A.S
11. Imam Hasan Askari A.S
12. Imam Mohammad Mehdi Sahaybuzaman

The Twelvers is a branch of Shi’a Islam whose followers believe that there were twelve imams after the death of Muhammad. The 12th imam, however, has been kept alive by God and is hidden somewhere on Earth. Shi’a Muslims believe the 12th imam will one day make himself known and bring equality to all.
Shi’a Muslims believe that the imams are necessary because people need guidance on how to live correctly. Due to their close relationship with God, the twelve imams are highly respected.
Isma’ili Shi’as:
Ismai’ili Shi’a Muslims, sometimes known as the Seveners, believe that the seventh imam was Isma’il. Isma’il was the son of one of the twelve imams. Seveners believe that each imam can choose his successor, as they believe the last hereditary imam was Isma’il.
The two major branches of the Ismailis, the Nizaris and the Musta ‘lis, affirm a shared belief in the Imamate, but give allegiance to different lines of Imams. The Nizari Ismailis believe in the physical presence of a living Imam, who for them today is Prince Karim Aga Khan IV, the 49th Imam in direct descent from the Prophet through Imam ‘Ali and Fatima. The Musta ‘lis believe that their 21st hidden Imam went into physical concealment around 524 AH/1130 CE; while the Imamate continues in his line, in his physical absence authority is fulfilled by a vicegerent who acts on his behalf. At present this role is held by the 52nd da ‘i, Sayyidna Burhan al-Din (b. 1333 AH/1915 CE) who leads the Da’udi Tayyibi Bohras, while a smaller Sulaymani Bohra community found in Yemen is headed by their 51st da ‘i, ‘Abdallah b. Muhammad.
The Doctrine of Nass:
Nass (divine designation) one of the fundamental principles of Shia is that Imam is designated by the prophet and every Imam nominates his successor by divine designation (nass) this can be said either verbally or written down. The divine designation is a logical necessity because the Imam must be infallible and as this is a hidden virtue, known only to Allah.
Shi’a Muslims respect the leadership of an imam and believe that the Qur’an must be interpreted by their leader. The imam is a figure with special God-given authority who is both a successor and a descendant of Muhammad. He is without sin and is the intermediary between God and humankind. The doctrine of ‘nass’ teaches that every imam is chosen by the previous imam, which ensures continuity.

Al-Baqir stated that the prophet was commanded by Allah, before his death, to grant to Ali his knowledge, his faith and the Great Name (al-Ism al-A'zam), as well as the legacy of knowledge and prophethood so that the Divine Heritage would be continued through the prophet's progeny. So, one of the fundamentals in the principle of Imamate was nass al-Jali (explicit designation) which was hereditary. Shia Muslims believe that Allah appointed leaders for those who practice the religion of Allah. 

When the prophet had taught the people the religion, he would then appoint a leader, in accordance with the orders of Allah, to guide believers towards perfection. Imamate is a universal authority and this right is derived from (niyabah) the prophet. Allamah Majlesi stated that from the time of Adam, every prophet had a successor. Imam like the prophet had a perfect authority over the Muslim community including matters of religion and government. As the prophet is the representative of Allah, his successor is also a representative of Allah. If he is to represent Allah, he must be appointed by Allah. Imam cannot be distinguished except by designation. Following verse 2:124 of Quran, Shia believe that Imamah is something that is given by Allah and must be appointed by Him. The earth never can be without a true Imam. The relation between Imams is spiritual, carrying the Muhammadan Light from one Imam to the other. The Shia idea that the succession should continue in the descendants of the prophet originates from the Quran as verse 4:54.

Forms of expression and ways of life

The work of one national Muslim organisation in relieving poverty and suffering in the UK

In Islam, the 3rd and 4th pillars of Islam are all about purity, giving to the poor, showing Muslims that everything we see in this world is a gift from God and everything truly belongs to him. 

Zakat- which is the 4th pillar and is allow about charity. Many Muslims will go further before this and provide help through Muslim Aid all year long. 

 Muslim Aid
[image: Image result for muslim aid]was established in the UK in 1985 by community leaders from 17 Islamic organisations in response to the drought in the Horn of Africa. We are a faith-based British international charity that provides help to people who are victims of natural disasters or conflict or suffering from poverty, hunger, disease, illiteracy, discrimination, homelessness, debt, unemployment, injustice, deprivation or lack of skills and economic opportunities.

What does Muslim aid do?

They develop long-term development projects aimed at providing sustainable living for poor communities and survivors of natural disasters as well as providing emergency relief.  We fill many niches and give special emphasis to capacity building, economic empowerment, education and improving child and women health.
Their work and values:
They work in all parts of the globe through field offices and trusted partners in consultation with stakeholders and beneficiaries.
· Compassion and justice (Ru’ufun and ‘Adl) in all of our actions;
· Accountability and transparency (Muhasabah and Shafafyah) to all of our stakeholders, especially the communities which we work with;
· Action with quality (Amal m’a Jawadah) – our programmes reflect and fill a gap identified by the communities we work with, with longer term actions based upon need and capacity;
· Respect for rights, dignity and equal opportunity (Karamah and Sawaseyah) of all peoples;
· Empowerment (Tamkeen) communities and individuals to reach their potential.

Their vision and ethos:
The Holy Qur’an describes a ‘godly’ person as someone: “giving a rightful share of their wealth to the beggar and the deprived” (51:19); while Prophet Muhammad (peace and blessings be upon him) reminds us that: “Every good act is charity; and the person who guides others to a good act is as the one who did it; and, assuredly, God loves the act of aiding the distressed!” (al Bayhaqi).  The Prophet also says that “Love for humanity what you love for yourself!” (al-Bukhari).
“Whosoever saves a life, it is as if they have saved the lives of all humankind” (Qur’an 5:32)”.
The ethos of Muslim Aid is rooted in these teachings; a belief that providing relief and aid to others is central to one’s humanity. This can, and is, performed by those of all faiths and none.

 https://www.muslimaid.org/about-us/ 

Islamic relief.

There are also various Islamic charity shops around the UK 
https://www.islamic-relief.org.uk/get-involved/charity-shops/our-charity-shops/ 
these shop stock an amazing range of clothing, books, toys and other items.
 
[image: Image result for islamic relief]The profits from our operations are put towards our development projects, working in a variety of areas including:
· Health
· Education
· Emergency relief
· Water systems
· Orphan sponsorship
We’re sure that you will bag a bargain on your visit and the best bit; all profits go towards helping people in need worldwide!
We don’t just provide aid, here at Islamic Relief we save and transform the lives of vulnerable communities in more than 40 countries across the globe.
From the very start, we had one clear vision:
“Inspired by our Islamic faith and guided by our values, we envisage a caring world where communities are empowered, social obligations are fulfilled, and people respond as one to the suffering of others.”
Our key values, of compassion, justice, custodianship, sincerity and excellence – a critical part of our Islamic faith – inspire us each and every day to create positive change and remember the sanctity of life.

In line with Islamic teachings on the value of every human life, we provide assistance to whoever needs it most, regardless of race, religion or gender. We work to transform and save lives of people in crisis both across the UK and internationally.
Islamic Relief UK milestones:
Over the course of the last 40 years, they’ve answered the call as disasters have stuck and made our growing mark in the sector:
· 1984: Islamic Relief is founded with its first 20p donation from nine-year-old Bassem – the nephew of Hany El Banna (founder of Islamic Relief)
· 1985: We hire a small office in Moseley, Birmingham and, with the help of volunteers, we raise over £100,000 towards supporting those affected by the African famine
· 1986: We begin a number of major programmes which continue to this day, including orphan sponsorship and Qurbani distribution, working in new countries such as Pakistan, Afghanistan and Malawi
· 1988: Floods in Sudan create a turning point for Islamic Relief as we raise £200,000 – providing our largest relief operation to date
· 1989: We are incorporated under the Companies Act and registered with the UK Charity Commission
· 1990: We open new offices in Asia, Europe, Africa and the Middle East
· 1993: We’re supported by the UK-based newspaper Independent who raise £37,000 for our Bosnia Appeal
· 1994: We become the first Muslim NGO to receive UK government funding (£180,000 for a training centre in North Kordofan, Sudan)
· 1999: We sign the Red Cross Code of Conduct, an international set of standards which outline how to provide aid to people affected by emergencies in a non-biased manner
· 2000: We begin to implement Waqf projects, reviving the great Islamic tradition of sustainable charitable giving
· 2001: We supply emergency food packs and tents for 5,500 people affected by the devastating Gujarat earthquake in India. Following 9/11, we also advocate on behalf of the Muslim charity sector and set up the Humanitarian Forum
· 2002: A Framework Partnership is signed with the European Commission Humanitarian Aid department, recognising Islamic Relief’s capacity to deliver aid to a high standard
· 2005: We become first Muslim charity to join the UK’s Disaster Emergencies Committee (DEC) – an umbrella organisation which brings together 13 leading UK aid charities in times of crisis to simultaneously raise funds
· 2008: We launch a £20 million appeal for Gaza throughout the devastating two-day war
· 2009: Our guest of honour, HRH the Prince of Wales, join us to celebrate our 25th anniversary
· 2011: We are at the forefront of providing emergency aid in Somalia, Kenya and Ethiopia in East Africa’s worst drought for 60 years, killing nearly a quarter of a million people
· 2012: We gain access deep inside Syria, providing aid to families devastated by the conflict, as well as working with refugees in bordering Iraq, Lebanon and Jordan
· 2013: As a member of the Disasters Emergency Committee (DEC), we help to raise a staggering £90 million for the Philippines typhoon relief effort
· 2015: We respond to the European refugee crisis by providing food packs in Macedonia, hygiene kits and blankets in Germany, advice and translation services for refugees arriving in Greece and Italy and short-term shelter and warm clothing in Sweden
· 2016: Our Ramadan ‘SubhanAllah’ campaign features on over 500 buses across the UK generating almost 700 pieces of media coverage and raising over £10 million during the holy month
· 2017: We launch our global rebrand of Islamic Relief: “Saving Lives since 1984” to bring greater awareness of our long-standing values and mission, celebrating what we do best!
· 2018: Our ground-breaking ‘Honour Her’ campaign is launched as we call on the Muslim and global communities to stand up against violence against women and continue our work across the globe to socially, culturally and economically empower women – additionally launching our Women’s Protection Fund. 

The importance of the mosque: religious features of mosques including design, furniture, artefacts and associated practices

[image: C:\Users\Priya Devi\AppData\Local\Microsoft\Windows\INetCache\Content.MSO\9102D7CE.tmp]The Masjid (mosque) which means prostration- is a place of worship for Muslims. Muslims will come here to pray and be close at one with God. A Mosque will also host services like funerals, weddings, charities events etc. As well as this the mosque is also seen as a community centre where all Muslims come together to strengthen the Ummah. There are also classes that are held such as learning Arabic and learning to read the Qur'an. 

Mosques are big grand buildings and unlike other places of worship they will have no seats as when Muslims pray then need space as they perform rak'ahs (movements). You will also not find any pictures in the Mosque of God as it is strictly prohibited and is seen as shirk. However, if there are any pictures of paintings in a mosque these will be calligraphy that has Allah's name written in Arabic. Mosques are not dull places as they can have rich carpets often green or scarlet, brightly patterned tiles, marble pillars, huge chandeliers and intricate stonework and stain glass windows. Treated with respect shoes are taken off (to keep the mosque clean) before entering the main prayer hall, heads are covered to show respect. There will also be a qiblah wall which marks the direction of mecca and is often higher or has a huge archway. There will also be huge domes and a minaret – the minaret gives sounds the call to prayer.
[image: C:\Users\Priya Devi\AppData\Local\Microsoft\Windows\INetCache\Content.MSO\B84FEAFA.tmp][image: C:\Users\Priya Devi\AppData\Local\Microsoft\Windows\INetCache\Content.MSO\41FD5D18.tmp][image: C:\Users\Priya Devi\AppData\Local\Microsoft\Windows\INetCache\Content.MSO\7797E50C.tmp]

Sufism


Sufism centres on the quest for personal enlightenment in the union with God. Sufis are sometimes described as the mystics (spirituals) of Islam. Sufism is a sect within Islam however there are many Sufis that are nor Muslims and there are many Muslims that are reluctant to consider Sufism a part of Islam.
At the heart of Sufi understanding lays the command of the Qur’an to remember God often (taqwa) i.e. remember the prayer God from the hear (dhikr). The Sufi is one who seeks to enter deeper into the remembrance of God, to such an extent that one lives constantly in the knowledge that one is in the presence of God (ihsan). 
A key understand is Muhammad’s night journey (al-miraj). In this encounter Muhammad was given knowledge. Knowledge always purifies the receiver by drawing him or her closer to the source of knowledge. The knowledge sought by the Sufi is not intellectual knowledge but knowledge of the heart. This knowledge is absolute certainty which is grasped through the senses and not through reasoned argument. This knowledge is like a light that radiate through the receiver who becomes “transparent to the light of God”. In this way the spiritual quest of the Muslim is like a purifying ascent towards the divine presence, something of an al-miraj (going on a similar journey). 
Sufis agree that all religions offer a path to salvation or enlightenment and that the God realization no matter how it is achieved, transcends any religion. Basically, a saint in any religion is equal to a saint in another other religion because they are inspired by the same divine source. Sufi is referred to anyone who follows a particular spiritual path. 
The name Sufi comes for “saf” and Persian word for pure, and “suf” the Arabic word for wool which refers to the woollen and inexpensive robes that were worn by the prophet Muhmmad and by his close companions especially during the times of rejection. The goal of Sufi is none other than God Himself.
History of Sufism:
Sufism began as religious teachers in the middle east came to learn the truth of Islam directly from Muhammad. Masters who were “appointed or ordained” directly by Muhammad found major Sufi schools or orders. The most essential mystical knowledge was then passed down from each master to a disciple selected to follow as the leader of the school. A Sufi school (ashram or convent) is often a community centre that may include a residence for the students and masters, a school, hospital, orphanage or any number of community services. Schools are sometimes set up near the tomb of a Sufi saint in order to maintain the shrine and provide services to pilgrims, including places to retreat and meditate. There is no firm historical source for Sufism. Many of the early orders were considered a part of mainstream Islam but as teachings and the division of Shi’a and Sunni Islam became more separate, Sufism emerged with an identity.
Sufi beliefs:
One of the basic ideas of Sufism is to minimize individual identity, it is said “a Sufi is one who is not”. While Sufism did not exist prior to Islam, Sufi doctrine contains many elements that go beyond the teaching of Muhammad. According to Sufis Islam is an external structure in which the individual exists while the internal quest for enlightenment belongs to a Sufi knowledge. The most sacred knowledge of the Sufi masters is not written and is passed to each generation orally, which makes it somewhat difficult to historically trace the evolution of Sufi doctrine.
The basis of Sufism is that true knowledge of God is achieved directly and not through an intermediary like a prophet, saint or priest. Over the centuries this has led to a great deal of political conflict between mystics and non-mystics especially since Sufis imply an alternative means to communicate with God other than through the imam, the Islamic clerics. Due to this it led to persecution of the Sufis in several Arab countries. Saudi Arabia and Iran are two countries where the tombs of Sufi saints have been destroyed. In some countries, Sufism is discouraged or even seen as a crime. 
There is only one God, and that God possesses everything. In some orders God is everything and nothing all that we can perceive and all the we cannot.
Since God is in your heart, God is always very close even when humanity is very far from God, Some Sufis believe that since God is in all of us, to truly love God we must love every human and every component of creation, which are considered to be aspects of God. 
There are 4 holy scriptures including the Torah, the Psalms of David, the Gospel of Jesus and the Qur’an (this is aligned with Islam so it may differ in some orders). There are also hundreds of other works revealed by prophets including books by Sufi saints. Because of God’s will, all things, good and bad, are from God, Life as we know it is an illusion and the true life is revealed when we teach the hereafter. Some orders go as far as to describe this process of reality beyond illusion as reincarnation. 
The Sufi Way:
The Sufi way consists of four stages:
1. The first stage involves learning the morality and ethics of Islam
2. The second stage is the path of Sufism, which is a focus on internal practices in the same way that Islam offers the external practices of law and worship
the first two stages are accomplished through practice and imitation, basically surrendering blindly to rituals.
3. The third stag is where the person begins to understand the meaning behind the teaching and practices, experiencing God within and they mystical states of Sufism
4. The fourth stage is where the knowledge of God is realized and is only achieved by prophet, great masters and saints. The goal of following the Sufi way it not to become a saint, but rather to align your life with the will of God and to do all that you can to accept and live by God’s grace.
	Help 
	Hinder

	Allows Muslim to say I want to make that connection with God
	All the Qur’an and practical teachings become less important

	Taqwa- become more aware of God
	It can lead to shirk

	Its personal
	Can cause further divisions

	It is a form of submission
	It can take you far away if you can’t find that connection. If Sufi’s believe they have the same al-miraj they many think they are prophets.


Does Sufism help or hinder the growth of Islam?		

In Summary:
· Historically is it difficult to tell when Sufism emerged
· Sufism stressed the mystical aspect of religious experience, a sense of the inner journey to unite with God
· Living a God-conscious life and preparing oneself spiritually i.e. living an ideal life which please God
· Sufi’s believe the Qur’an proves the basis for the mystical life e.g. 
· God is near to answer all calls
· He is closer than the jugular vein
· Gods face is to be found in all things
· God is described as the lamp inside a glass that can be experience in all places and religions. 
Key words/terms:
· Dhikr- means to mention God often
· Tawakkul- totally trust God and to reject the world
· Fana- spiritual experience of ‘dying’ and ‘absorbing’ into God
· Tariqa – a group of Sufis

The One Ummah
One of the unique features of Islam is that is it a religion of unity-even more, it is a uniting faith with the full meaning of this word.  It stands for the unity of gods into one real Go: Allah for the unity of all messengers and prophets in their message into one basic message- There is no God but Allah; for the unity of the spiritual and material sides of the individual into an integrated whole- the human being , for the unity of the earth and heavens into one universe, for the unity of the present world and the world to come, for the unity of all human beings in their origin; and for the unity of all believers and the implications of ‘one ummah’ is the focus of this khutbah. 

An examination of the Qur’an reveals that the word ‘Ummah’ is mentioned 49 times. The two words ‘one ummah’ are repeated 9 times.



The Arabic word ummah is sometimes translated as ‘nation or community’. It compromises those individuals who have something basic common among them. All the messengers and prophets of Allah be-longed to one and the same ummah because they had the same creed, religion and message.
Islam binds the hearts of all believers and join us in one ummah, it protects us against weakness and disunity, and against failure and loss. The objectives of the united ummah of the believer is to worship Allah (in broad sense of worship). The bond that binds the members of this ummah is the Iman. It is and should stronger than all other bonds such as race, colour or national origin. It is even stronger than blood relations. The stronger the iman, the stronger is the bond between the members of the ummah Among the verses of the Qur’an which describes the relations between the believers are the following:
“verily this ummah of yours is a single ummah, and I am your lord and cherisher; therefore, serve me (and no other)” - Qur’an 21:92
“the believers are but a single brotherhood/sisterhood” - Qur’an 49:10
“the believers, men and women, are protectors and supporters one of another”- Qur’an 9:71







The nature of the bond of Iman (faith) which unites the members of the Muslim ummah and protects them against disunity is described in many prophetic sayings, including the following: The Muslim is the brother to every other Muslim. Islam requires that the bond of Iman (faith) be translated into action. Every Muslim should work for forming one strong and disciplined community, which is part of the ONE Muslim Ummah. Many prophetic sayings emphasise the importance of community including the following:
· The community is mercy and disunity is a punishment
· Allah will not unite my ummah on falsehood. The hand (and support) of Allah is with the community
· The importance of community is demonstrated by the fact that the obligatory articles of worship (ibadat) provide more rewards for being conducted in community, and in some cases are required to be conducted in community
· Congregational daily prayers have the reward of twenty-seven (or twenty-five) individual prayers as it clear from the saying of the prophet
· Jummah prayers have to be performed in community. 
Any group of people that meet in one of the houses of Allah to recite the book of Allah and study it, Allah will shower them with tranquillity and mercy, the angels will surround them, and Allah will mention them to his other creations.





The prophet wanted even the appearance of the Muslims to display unity. When he saw the companions sitting in different corners of the mosque he ordered them to come closer to each other. The community in Islam is the power that works for the deen of Allah. It guards and protects the lives and interests of Muslims. The disunity destroys the work for Allah and the interest of Muslims. It results in humiliation and failure. Allah used very strong words in the Qur’an to warn against disunity. Examples are provided by the following verses from the Qur’an:
“Be not like those who are divided amongst themselves and fall into disputations after receiving clear signs. For them is a dreadful penalty (Qur’an 3:105)

“As for those who divide their religion and break up into sects, you have not part in them in the least (Qur’an 6:159)
“And be note among those who join gods with Allah. Those who split up their religion and become sects” (Qur’an 30:31,32)
“And fall not into disputes, lest you lose your hearts and your power depart”










The prophet commanded us to remain with the community, even if we do not like their methodology, provided, of course, they do not violate the Qur’an and sunnah: anyone who dislikes the actions of his/her leaders should preserve with patience (provided, of course, these actions are not violating the Qur’an and sunnah), because anyone who deviates from the community a hand-span and dies, will dies on Jahiliya (ignorance)
The prophet made stern warnings against disputes and quarrels: do not fall into disputation. The people before you fell into disputations and perished. A group of Muslims do not become a Muslim community until and unless each of them contributes to, and actively participates in the activities of the community: until and unless each of them sacrifices some of his/her money, effort, and talent to the community. 
Let us remember that forming one strong Muslim ummah is a fard (obligatory duty). We should start by having on strong community in our community. Needless to say, having one community united under the banner of La Ilaha ila Allah will qualify us to receive the guidance and support of Allah. This community can facilitate the application of Islamic principles in every aspect of the life of individual Muslims. To establish a true Muslim community, we need to address the two major problems:
1. Divisions along cultural, ethnic and racial lines which persist in many Muslims communities. We need to assert our brotherhood/sisterhood in La Ilaha Ila Allah and remember that the companions of the prophet included Abu Bakr- the Qurashite; Salman the Persian, Suhaib the Roman and Bilal the Ethiopian. Out of the highly race and tribe- conscious city of Mecca came to a unique example of Islamic brotherhood. We ned to make a conscious effort to bridge the ethnic and race barriers, and integrate all Muslims in our cultural, social and recreational activities, as we are all integrated in congregational prayers.

2. Individualistic, self-centred and selfish attitudes, which are prevalent in Muslim communities. We need to appreciate the fact that out interests, our will-being, and even our identity will be threatened by maintaining these attitudes. Many of our goals (such as preserving our Islamic identity, providing vigorous Islamic education to the children and adults, and establishing a strong financial base) can only be accomplished through concerted effort of the members of the Jama’a

We pray to Almighty Allah to give us the guidance and support in forming a strong Muslim community: to make us realize the importance of this goal; and to protect us against disputes and disunity. 

Ceremonies
In Islam, the baby is named on the seventh day by the mother and father who make a decision together on what the child should be called. They choose an appropriate name, usually Islamic, and with a positive meaning. Aqiqah takes place on the seventh day also, this is a celebration which involves the slaughter of sheep.

Muslim birth rites:
Muslims have some very simple rites for welcoming a child.
The Muslim call to prayer or adhaan ("God is great, there is no God but Allah. Muhammad is the messenger of Allah. Come to prayer.") are the first words a new-born Muslim baby should hear. They are whispered into the right ear of the child by his or her father.
The baby's first taste should be something sweet, so parents may chew a piece of date and rub the juice along the baby's gums. It was a practice carried out by the Prophet Muhammad and is believed to help tiny digestive systems to kick in.
There are a number of events that take place on or after the seventh day. After seven days the baby's head is shaved (a tradition also carried out by Hindus). This is to show that the child is the servant of Allah. Although Hindus may take the baby's hair to India and scatter it in the holy river Ganges, Muslims weigh it and give the equivalent weight in silver to charity.
Ideally, Muslim baby boys are circumcised when they are seven days old although it can take place any time before puberty. It is also tradition to choose a name for the baby on the seventh day. The aqeeqah is also traditionally carried out on the seventh day. This is a celebration which involves the slaughter of sheep. Sheep are sacrificed (in Britain the meat is ordered at the butchers) and the meat is distributed to relatives and neighbours and also given to the poor.

Islam and male circumcision:
Muslims are still the largest single religious group to circumcise boys. In Islam circumcision is also known as tahara, meaning purification.
Circumcision is not mentioned in the Qur’an, but it is highlighted in the Sunnah (the Prophet Muhammad's recorded words and actions). In the Sunnah, Muhammad stated that circumcision was a "law for men."
The main reason given for the ritual is cleanliness. It is essential that every Muslim washes before praying. It is important that no urine is left on the body. Muslims believe the removal of the foreskin makes it easier to keep the penis clean because urine can't get trapped there. Supporters of circumcision also argue that excrements may collect under the foreskin which may lead to fatal diseases such as cancer. Some Muslims see circumcision as a preventive measure against infection and diseases.
Belonging:
For the majority of Muslims, circumcision is seen as an introduction to the Islamic faith and a sign of belonging. In Islam there is no fixed age for circumcision. The age at which it is performed varies depending on family, region and country. The preferred age is often seven although some Muslims are circumcised as early as the seventh day after birth and as late as puberty.
There is no equivalent of a Jewish 'mohel' in Islam. Circumcisions are usually carried out in a clinic or hospital. The circumciser is not required to be a Muslim, but he must be medically trained. In some Islamic countries’ circumcision is performed after Muslim boys have recited the whole of the Qur'an from start to finish.
In Malaysia, for example, the operation is a puberty rite that separates the boy from childhood and introduces him to adulthood.
An essential practice:
Circumcision is not compulsory in Islam, but it is an important ritual aimed at improving cleanliness. It is strongly encouraged but not enforced.
The ritual dates back to the time of the Prophet Muhammad. According to tradition Muhammad was born without a foreskin (aposthetic). Some Muslims who practise circumcision see it as a way of being like him. Circumcision was also practised by past prophets.
Dr Bashir Quereshi, author of Transcultural Medicine, explains: "Every Muslim is expected to follow the way and the life of the Prophet Muhammad. Therefore, all Muslims - devouts, liberals or seculars - observe this ritual. Muslim are obliged to follow not only Allah's message in the Holy Qur'an but also what the Prophet said or did, as proof of their dedication to Islam." Traditionally, adult converts to Islam were encouraged to undergo the operation but this practice is not universally endorsed, particularly if the procedure poses a health risk.
Death:
Death is a very painful and emotional time, yet spiritual faith may allow it to be one that is filled with hope and mercy. Muslims believe that death is a departure from the life of this world, but not the end of a person's existence. Rather, they believe that eternal life is yet to come, and pray for God's mercy to be with the departed in hopes that they may find peace and happiness in the life that is yet to come.
Care for the Dying: When a Muslim is near death, those around him or her are called upon to give comfort and reminders of God's mercy and forgiveness. They may recite verses from the Qur’an, give physical comfort, and encourage the dying one to recite words of remembrance and prayer. It is recommended, if at all possible, for a Muslim's last words to be the declaration of faith: "I bear witness that there is no god but Allah."

Immediately Upon Death: Upon death, those with the deceased are encouraged to remain calm, pray for the departed, and begin preparations for burial. The eyes of the deceased should be closed, and the body covered temporarily with a clean sheet. It is forbidden for those in mourning to excessively wail, scream, or thrash about. Grief is normal when one has lost a loved one, however, and it is natural and permitted to cry. When the Prophet Muhammad's own son died, he said: "The eyes shed tears and the heart is grieved, but we will not say anything except which pleases our Lord." This means one should strive to be patient and remember that Allah is the One who gives life and takes it away at a time appointed by Him. 
Muslims strive to bury the deceased as soon as possible after death, which eliminates the need for embalming or otherwise disturbing the body of the deceased. An autopsy may be performed if necessary but should be done with the utmost respect for the dead.
Washing and Shrouding: In preparation for burial, the family or other members of the community wash and shroud the body. (If the deceased was killed as a martyr, this step is not performed; martyrs are buried in the clothes they died in.) The deceased is washed respectfully, with clean and scented water in a manner similar to how Muslims make ablutions for prayer. The body is then be wrapped in sheets of clean, white cloth (called the kafan).

Funeral Prayers: The deceased is then transported to the site of the funeral prayers (salat-l-janazah). These prayers are commonly held outdoors, in a courtyard or public square, not inside the mosque. The community gathers, and the imam (prayer leader) stands in front of the deceased, facing away from the worshippers. The funeral prayer is similar in structure to the five daily prayers, with a few variations. (For example, there is no bowing or prostration, and the entire prayer is said silently but for a few words.)
Burial
The deceased is then taken to the cemetery for burial (al-dafin). While all members of the community attend the funeral prayers, only the men of the community accompany the body to the gravesite. It is preferred for a Muslim to be buried where he or she died, and not be transported to another location or country (which may cause delays or require embalming the body). If available, a cemetery (or section of one) set aside for Muslims is preferred. The deceased is laid in the grave (without a coffin if permitted by local law) on his or her right side, facing Mecca. At the gravesite, it is discouraged for people to erect tombstones, elaborate markers, or put flowers or other momentous. Rather, one should humbly pray for the deceased.
Mourning: Loved ones and relatives are to observe a three-day mourning period. Mourning is observed in Islam by increased devotion, receiving visitors/condolences, and avoiding decorative clothing and jewellery. Widows observe an extended mourning period (iddah) of four months and ten days in length, in accordance with the Qur'an 2:234. During this time, the widow is not to remarry, move from her home, or wear decorative clothing or jewellery.
When one dies, everything in this earthly life is left behind, and there are no more opportunities to perform acts of righteousness and faith. The Prophet Muhammad once said that there are three things, however, which may continue to benefit a person after death: charity given during life which continues to help others, knowledge from which people continue to benefit, and a righteous child who prays for him or her.
Modesty and dress codes
The Qur’an teaches that both men and women should dress modestly. This is interpreted in different ways by different Muslims. Some believe it means that women should wear a hijab- a scarf that covers some or all of the head. Other Muslims believe that dressing modestly means wearing a niqab – a cloth that covers the whole face except the eyes. There are also Muslims who believe that to dress modestly means women wearing a burqa – a garment that covers the body from head to toe, often with a mesh screen to see through. In most Islamic countries, the hijab is considered sufficient. However, there are also Muslims who choose not to wear any religious covering at all. 
Recently some European countries have banned Muslims women from wearing religious coverings in public. This has caused much controversy. Some of the arguments that are made by both sides are explained below. Some people believe that all religious coverings are wrong, while others are just against the niqab or burqa, but not the hijab.
Arguments for banning coverings:
Those who do not support women wearing a covering sometimes claim that women are forced to wear these garments by their husbands or fathers against their own will. This is considered oppressive and as evidence that women are seen as inferior by male Muslims. People argue that wearing a covering belongs to a different time, when people had different views from those found in modern Europe. They say that we now live in more forward-looking and secular societies. 
Some people also argue that wearing a covering like the niqab stops Muslim women from integrating into European societies. They see it as a sign of separation that sends a message to non-Muslims that they are different. This makes it more difficult for Muslims and non-Muslims that they are different. This makes it more difficult for Muslims and non-Muslims to have a positive relationship. Some people simply say that they think covering the head or body impolite or that it frightens them in some way.
Sometimes the media have used images of women wearing a niqab when reporting on acts of terrorism carried out by other people claiming to be Muslims. Some newspapers have done this when the act was not carried out by people wearing any covering. This sort of treatment of Islam may make people link the idea of covering one’s body with terrorism, so they feel threatened by it. 
Arguments against banning coverings:
On the other hand, many Muslim women say that covering their hair, face or body is something that they have chosen to do- men have not made them do so. They argue that religious freedom means women have the right to wear a covering if they choose. 
Some Muslim women argue that wearing a covering maintains their modesty and dignity, it allows them to be respected. It stops them from simply being an object to which men are attracted to. It focuses men’s attention on what is most important- the quality of a woman’s character- rather than external beauty. They say that real freedom and equality means making it possible for women to be respected while covering themselves. Coverings, they may argue, also free women from having to spend time making themselves look a certain way in an attempt to meet the expectations of what society says is attractive. 
Some people argue that wearing a covering does not encourage separating between Muslims and non-Muslims. Rather, it gives freedom to Muslim women to take part in society without compromising their beliefs or abandoning their identity as a Muslim, which could cause them to lose the respect of others in their community- an example of this is wearing a burkini. 
Fact:
Most Muslim think that men should be covered from the navel to the knees, but there are also countries where it would be considered immodest for a man to wear shorts and show his bare legs.

Feminist attitudes:
Some feminists are critical of what they see as patriarchal attitudes in Muslim-majority counties in parts of the Middle East. For example, in Saudi Arabia, women can be punished for not covering their heads and bodies. It is also illegal for women to drive in Saudi Arabia. Feminists also criticise the practice of polygamy (men having more than one wife), which is legal in some Islamic countries. The Qur’an permits a man to have up to 4 wives if he can treat each wife equally. Like many Arabian men of his time, Muhammad is thought to have had 12 wives including Khadijah. However, many people believe that this is an outdated and unfair practice that should not be permitted in the modern world. 













Haram and Halal:

The Shari’ah law teaches Muslims what is halal, halal is an Arabic word meaning ‘permitted’. The word is most often heard when describing food, but it can also be used to describe payer, fasting, clothes or other things-any object or action can be halal.
The opposite of halal is haram which means ‘unlawful’ or ‘forbidden’. Any meat that Muslims eat must be halal. For meat to be halal, the animal needs to be killed by cutting the jugular vein, carotid artery and windpipe with a sharp knife. All blood is then drained from the animal. During this process, an Islamic blessing is recited. Muslims believe that eating pork and drinking alcohol is always haram.
Riba:
Riba is a concept in Islam that refers broadly to the concept of, growth, increasing or exceeding. It has also been roughly translated as illegal, exploitative gains made in business or trade, under Islamic law.
Breaking Down Riba: Riba is a concept in Islamic banking that refers to charged interest. It has also been referred to as usury (lending), or the charging of unreasonably high-interest rates. There is also another form of riba, according to most Islamic jurists, which refers to the simultaneous exchange of goods of unequal quantities or qualities. Though, here, we will be referring to the practice of charged interest.

Rationale for Riba:  It is forbidden under Sharia Law (Islamic religious law) because it is thought to be exploitative. Though Muslims agree that riba is prohibited, there is much debate over what constitutes riba, whether it is against Sharia law, or only discouraged, and whether or not it should be punished by people or by Allah. Depending on the interpretation, riba may only refer to excessive interest; however, to others, the whole concept of interest is riba and thus is unlawful. For example, even though there is a wide spectrum of interpretation on the point at which interest becomes exploitative, many modern scholars believe that interest should be allowed up to the value of inflation, to compensate lenders for the time value of their money, without creating excessive profit. Nevertheless, riba was largely taken as law and formed the basis of the Islamic banking industry.

The Muslim world has struggled with riba for quite some time, religiously, morally and legally, and eventually, economic pressures did allow for a loosening of religious and legal regulation, at least for a period.
Riba is prohibited under Sharia law for a couple of reasons:
· It is meant to ensure equity in exchange
· It is meant to ensure that people can protect their wealth by making unjust and unequal exchanges illegal. 
· Islam aims to promote charity and helping others through kindness
· To remove sentiments of selfishness and self-centeredness, which can create social antipathy, distrust, and resentment
By making riba illegal, Sharia law creates opportunities and contexts in which people are encouraged to act charitably—loaning money without interest.
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