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KS4 English Curriculum
Year 10: Blood Brothers (alongside various Power and Conflict and Unseen Poems) 



Parental Guide




Curriculum Intent
To introduce students to Willy Russell’s ‘Blood Brothers’ through the lens of Marxist literary criticism, and to a range of Unseen Poetry and selected poems from the Power and Conflict Poetry Anthology that compliment Blood Brothers in terms of theme and message. Students will examine how the play’s messages are reflected through a stimulating and challenging range of poetry which will inform their appreciation of Russell’s play and contribute to their wider reading and analytical skills. 

Students will also:
- take part in a series of structured, teacher led discussions where the use of academic
language is modelled and scaffolded.
- learn to write powerful, analytical sentences and comparative statements through the
granular ‘Couch to 5k’ approach to extended writing.
- experience regular reading fluency lessons which will focus on mastery and
performance of texts.

Key Skill Areas
- Construct analytical statements in the form of thesis statements.
- Select and embed relevant textual detail.
- Make use of appositives and ‘excellent epithets’ to signal the direction of extended
analytical writing.
- Analyse the writer’s use of language, structure and form, using subject terminology
accurately and with sophistication.
- Evaluate the writer’s intent through the lens of Marxist literary criticism. 
- Compare literary texts in relation to literary concepts, ideas and methods.


Core Knowledge
	Content
	Blood Brothers 
Morning Song 
Poppies 
The Emigree
Checking Out Me History 
London  (P&R)
Education for Leisure 
A Christmas Carol (P&R)
Tissue
Kamikaze
Remains
Before You Were Mine 
Mother Any Distance 

	Context
	Russell’s own life and experiences
Marxist Literary Criticism 
Social class 
1960s to 1980s society in terms of the class divide, Margaret Thatcher’s government, unemployment rates and reasons behind this, new towns, the education system, 
Institutional Discrimination 
Marilyn Monroe
Musicals
Tragedy and features of this
Play form. 
WW1, Kamikaze warfare and Japanese beliefs and attitudes towards war, Weir’s inspiration behind writing ‘Poppies.’
Meaning of ‘Emigree.’ 
Romanticism, 19th century London, Blake’s beliefs and The Industrial Revolution,
Colonialism, John Agard’s life and experiences of education, Mary Seacole, Haitian revolution, origins of references to nursery rhymes,  Touissant L’Ouverture, Nanny De Maroon, Shaka, Caribs and Arawaks. 
The Afghanistan War and the experience of Guardsman Tromans, post-traumatic stress disorder. 

	The Universal Human Condition and Experience
	poverty, suffering, desperation, jealousy, responsibility, loss and grief, friendship, nature vs nurture, love, vulnerability, privilege, loyalty, betrayal, deception, inequality, depression, guilt, morality, violence, motherhood, bitterness, frustration. 

	Methods have Meaning
	Prologue, Tragedy, Epithet, Juxtaposition, Inference, Metaphor, Colloquial language 
Standard English, Regional Dialect, Repetition, Stage Directions, Foreshadowing, Parallel, Musical, Dramatic Irony, Stanza, Symbolism, Simile, Semantic field, Connotations, Rhyme. 

	Criticism and critical interpretation  
	Reception of a 1960s-80s audience as opposed to modern day reception. 
Marxist literary criticism. 
Interpretations of propaganda/World War One based on perspective. 
Gender perceptions of WW1. 
Different perspectives on war and conflict. 
Why is history bias? 

	Mastery of SPAG 
	Dashes. 
Apostrophes for possession and omission. 




Curriculum Related Expectations
Students can define the following terms:

Subject terminology: 
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Prologue
Tragedy
Epithet
Juxtaposition 
Inference
Metaphor
Colloquial language 
Standard English 
Regional Dialect 
Repetition 
Stage Directions 
Foreshadowing 
Parallel
Musical 
Dramatic Irony 
Stanza
Symbolism
Simile 
Semantic field 
Connotations 
Rhyme 









Topic Vocabulary:


Underprivileged
Deprived
Disadvantaged 
Uneducated 
Embittered
Privileged
Advantaged
Educated 
Naïve 
Sheltered
Anti-social
Victim
Criminal Affluent
Overprotective
Envious 
Manipulative
Superstitious
Compassionate
Stereotype
Stigma
Criticism 
Loving
Tension 
Destitute
Protective
Strong 
Unfaithful
Desperate
Social Class
The Class System
Unemployment
Working class
Middle class
Institutional Discrimination 
Emigree


Students Know:
- Russell constructed this entertaining novella in order to channel a socio-political message.
- Russell drew on his own experiences of the education system in order to portray the effects of education on an individual in Blood Brothers. 
-Mickey and Edward are fictional constructs, but their lives are based on real experiences of the middle class and working class in the 1960s to 80s. 
- Russell was writing in response to the social situation in the 1960s to 1980s in the UK and the play can be read through the lens of a Marxist reading. 
-How to read and interrogate a text. 
-The types of effect and tone writers create. 
-How writers use specific words and methods to create meaning. 
-How to structure analytical and comparative responses. 

Students Can:
- Evaluate the ways in which the different methods are employed by writers to achieve
different effects. 
- Explain the ways in which different contexts can function within and upon a text
- Use tenor, vehicle and ground to evaluate a range of metaphors
- Use excellent epithets to write thesis statements
- Use thesis statements to write topic sentences which proffer alternative interpretations
- Embed textual detail to support arguments
- Analyse a writer’s methods in support of an argument
- Use subordinating conjunctions to introduce alternative interpretations
- Use a range of sentence types to create effects
- Speak with confidence to other students, building on the ideas and comments of others
and elevating their vocabulary when challenged to
- Employ different critical positions when interrogating literary texts
-Evaluate the connections between texts 









Revision questions to help you to support your child: 

Encourage your child to speak through their subject knowledge. By taking on the role of the student, ask your child to explain a topic from one of their subjects. Listen carefully and don't be afraid to ask them a question if you do not fully understand what they are saying. This will help them to understand the topic themselves through the process of telling you what they know and help with the transferal of knowledge from their short term to long term memory.

· Who is Willy Russell and what were his own experiences that may have inspired the plat behind Blood Brothers? 
· Who is Jane Weir and why did she write Poppies from the perspective of a female? 
· Who was John Agard and what were his own experiences that made him want to write Checking Out Me History? 
· What was the inspiration behind the poem ‘Kamikaze’ by Beatrice Garland? 
· Why did Simon Armitage Write ‘Remains’? Who was this poem based on? 
· What is ‘Tissue’ about? What is Imtiaz Dharker’s message in this poem? 
· What is Agard’s message in ‘Checking Out Me History’?
· What is Weir’s message in ‘Poppies’? 
· What was the intention behind Beatrice Garland’s ‘Kamikaze’? 
· What is Armitage’s message in ‘Remains’? 
· What was happening in the UK in 1960s to 1980s? Why were unemployment rates so high? What was happening to industries such as the shipping industry and the coal mining industry and why? 
· Who was Margaret Thatcher and what policies did her government put in place that impacted the working classes negatively? 
· What were the impacts on the working classes? 
· What were New Towns and why were these built? What impact did these have on the working class? 
· What do we mean by social class? 
· What is institutional discrimination? 
· What is a tragedy? What are the features of a tragedy? 
· What was the education system like in the 1960s to 1980s in the UK? 
· Who was Marilyn Monroe and what happened to her? How is she relevant to the play? Which characters can we compare her to? 

· Explain the following literary terms to me. What is: 
Prologue
Tragedy
Epithet
Juxtaposition 
Inference
Metaphor
Colloquial language 
Standard English 
Regional Dialect 
Repetition 
Stage Directions 
Foreshadowing 
Parallel
Musical 
Dramatic Irony 
Stanza
Symbolism
Simile 
Semantic field 
Connotations  
Rhyme

· Can you give me the definition of the following words/can you use them in a sentence? 
Underprivileged
Deprived
Disadvantaged 
Uneducated 
Embittered
Privileged
Advantaged
Educated 
Naïve 
Sheltered
Anti-social
Victim
Criminal Affluent
Overprotective
Envious 
Manipulative
Superstitious
Compassionate
Stereotype
Stigma
Criticism 
Loving
Tension 
Destitute
Protective
Strong 
Unfaithful
Desperate
Social Class
The Class System
Unemployment
Working class
Middle class
Institutional Discrimination 
Emigree

· How do you structure a Couch25k paragraph? 
· How do you structure a thesis statement? 
· [bookmark: _GoBack]How do you change a thesis statement to a topic sentence? 
· What is the difference between a simple, compound and complex sentence? 
· What is the purpose of a dash? 
· What two reasons do you use an apostrophe for? 
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