
Welcome to The Parent and Pupil 
information session – Exploring post 16 

options life after GCSE’s
 Helping to explore all post 16 option available to your child
 Explore Sixth form route
 Explore Further Education College route
 Explore apprenticeships and Traineeships 
 The sessions will explain the differences between A levels, T Levels, Technical and 

vocational pathways



Black Country Careers Hub

Our Mission:

To ensure equality and a fair opportunity for all of our
young people, in our Secondary Education Institutions
and Colleges, to access good quality careers education
in every year group.
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Supporting and challenging schools and colleges to deliver excellence

Supporting and challenging employers to engage with purpose

Including all young people in careers education

CEC Vision

High quality, 21st Century careers education for everyone; everywhere 
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We will explore …

 Broad overview of different routes 
 GCSE grades 
 Maths and English 





●A Grade 4 is a 
Standard Pass, 
while a Grade 5
is a Strong Pass

Although the new grades don’t exactly match the old 
grades, providers will mostly view them as follows:

9-7 = A*- A  6 = B    4-5 = C 3-1 = D and below

Vocational qualifications like BTEC
match up with GCSEs as follows:

L1 = GCSE grades 1-3 (Pass - Distinction)

L2 = GCSE grades 4-9 (Pass – Distinction)



Maths and English 

Maths and English resits – What are the rules?

It is REALLY  important to remember that if you get lower than a Grade 4/C in your GCSE 
Maths and English exams, you will need to re-sit these qualifications as part of any course 
you study at college or as part of an apprenticeship.  Many apprenticeships and Level 3 
courses at sixth forms and colleges will require you to get a grade 4 or 5 in English and 
Maths so it is essential you work hard to obtain these now rather than having to complete 
resits in the future 



What are post 16 Education choices?
Since 2013, the Raising of the Participation Age law has stated that young people must be in some form of 

‘education or training’ until they are 18. This can include

Full-Time Study

This could be a qualification 
taken at a sixth form, college or 
training provider, totalling 540 

hours of learning time per year, 
or around 18 hours per week. 

We will explore different 
qualifications today

Apprenticeships

This involves working 
for an employer while 

studying for a 
qualification as part of 
your training. Usually, 
work makes up 80% of 
an apprenticeship and 

at least 20% (or one 
day a week) should be 
dedicated to studying.

Traineeships

This is an option for 
students who would 

like to do an 
apprenticeship but 
may not have the 

experience, skills or 
qualifications to do so 
yet. Traineeships can 
last up to six months 
and involve a work 

placement, Maths and 
English qualifications 

and support with 
finding an 

apprenticeship

Part-Time Study with 
Employment or 
Volunteering –

This could be working in a 
full-time job (classed as 

any work that takes place 
over more than two 

months and is over 20 
hours per week) or 

volunteering (again, over 
20 hours per week) while 

studying part-time at a 
college or training 

provider (totalling 280 
hours of learning per 

year).





We will now explore …

 A levels
 Vocational Qualifications 



A levels 



A levels 
Key information

• They usually focus on academic 
subjects, compared to vocational 
qualifications like BTECs and NVQs, 
which are more practical

• There are over 40 different A-level 
subjects on offer – some will be 
subjects that you studied at GCSE and 
others may be new – check with 
individual sixth forms/colleges to see 
which subject they offer

• You can study A-levels at school, sixth 
form or college. You don’t need to stay 
at the school where you did your 
GCSEs

• If you enjoy academic learning and 
want to study a broad range of 
subjects, they could be the perfect 
option for you.

• If you're sure that you want to go to 
university then they are worth 
considering. They are valued by 
universities

I do know what career I want in the 
future!

• Some careers require you to 
have a degree, and you need to 
have certain A-levels to get a 
place on that degree. Some 
common ones are:

• Veterinary science – biology and 
one or two subjects from 
chemistry, maths or physics.

• Medicine – chemistry, biology 
and either maths or physics.

• English – English literature. 

• Computer science – maths.

• Dentistry – chemistry, biology and 
either maths or physics.

I don’t know what career I want in the 
future!

• They are good if you don’t know 
what you want to study at university, 
or haven’t pinned down your ideal 
career yet, because they keep a lot 
of options open

• Here are some A-levels that help 
you to keep your options open. 
These are known as facilitating 
subjects. They are:

• English literature

• History

• Modern languages

• Classical languages

• Maths and further maths

• Physics

• Biology

• Chemistry

• Geography

https://successatschool.org/advicedetails/545/What-are-vocational-qualifications%3F
https://successatschool.org/advicedetails/636/Is-university-for-me%3F
https://successatschool.org/advicedetails/576/What-job-should-I-do%3F
https://successatschool.org/advicedetails/204/What-are-Facilitating-Subjects%3F
https://successatschool.org/advicedetails/187/Why-Study-English-Language-and-Literature%3F
https://successatschool.org/advicedetails/210/Why-Study-History%3F
https://successatschool.org/advicedetails/371/Why-Study-Languages%3F
https://successatschool.org/advicedetails/371/Why-Study-Languages%3F
https://successatschool.org/advicedetails/186/Why-Study-Maths%3F
https://successatschool.org/advicedetails/224/Why-Study-Physics%3F
https://successatschool.org/advicedetails/208/Why-Study-Biology%3F
https://successatschool.org/advicedetails/190/Why-Study-Chemistry%3F
https://successatschool.org/advicedetails/231/Why-Study-Geography%3F


vocational qualifications



vocational qualifications

Colleges and training 
providers usually offer 

Vocational, technical and 
applied qualifications that 
focus on a specific area of 

study in a practical way 

Applied courses combine the theory of an 
academic course with skills-based, work-related 

learning. The BTEC is probably the most well-known; 
it comes in different levels, from certificate, which is 

equivalent to half an A-level, to the extended 
diploma, which is like studying 3 A-levels. 

Assessment includes coursework and exams . This 
route leads to: University/college, apprenticeship

Vocational and technical 
qualifications - These courses 
teach you the practical skills and 
knowledge for a particular area of 

employment. They can prepare you 
for a broad employment sector, like 
engineering or travel and tourism, or 

for a specific job like a chef or a 
hairdresser. Qualifications which 

teach you how to do tasks 
specifically related to the industry 

and role you want to be involved in. 
Assessment includes coursework, 

skills tests and exams. You'll learn in 
real situations in college, for example 
in a college restaurant or a salon that 
is open to the public. You may also 

have the chance to go out on a work 
placement with an employer. This 

route Leads to: Apprenticeship, work, 
college or university



vocational qualifications

Key information

• Are practical qualifications that relate 
to a specific job or career sector.

• They combine a mix of theory and 
practical learning and you’ll probably 
do some work experience too.

• A good option if you have a clear idea 
of what type of career or trade you’d 
like to work in. 

• Have been developed in partnership 
with employers and professional and 
trade organisations, which means that 
you’ll be learning the skills that 
employers want – great for your CV and 
career.

• You’ll develop real-life skills , there will 
be a more practical approach compared 
to traditional courses like A-levels, 
which will help you to leave education 
ready for the world of work

Examples of vocational subjects

• There are literally hundreds of different 
vocational subjects that you can do. 
Here’s just a sample:

• Electrical installation 

• Environmental services

• Food technology

• Gas installation

• Hairdressing

• Health and social care

• Heating and ventilation

• Hospitality

• Journalism

• Logistics

• Management 

• Manufacturing

• Media and communications

• Plumbing

• Retail

• Warehousing

Key information 

• Vocational qualifications are more 
directly linked to the world of work and 
involve more project work, problem 
solving, skills development and work 
experience

• Level 3 vocational qualifications are 
equivalent to A-levels

• These qualifications are very specific to 
certain jobs and industries

• A lot of universities will accept a Level 3 
vocational qualification

• If you know what job or career you 
want to pursue, then this can be a good 
way to make sure that you develop the 
right skills and knowledge for that role.

• Great for practical learners - They can 
help you to get the specific skills you 
need to get your first job or progress 
further in your career.

https://successatschool.org/careerzones
https://successatschool.org/advicedetails/506/Work-Experience-Ideas
https://successatschool.org/advicedetails/201/How-to-write-a-CV
https://successatschool.org/advicedetails/600/How-can-problem-solving-help-me-at-work%3F
https://successatschool.org/advicedetails/606/What-Are-Transferable-Skills-And-How-Can-They-Help-My-Career%3F
https://successatschool.org/advicedetails/576/What-Jobs-Should-I-Do%3F
https://successatschool.org/advicedetails/517/How-to-get-your-first-job


We will now explore …

 Apprenticeships 
 Traineeships 
 T Levels 



Combine work and study route 



Combine work and study route 

The training element of 
an apprenticeship is 

normally undertaken at a 
colleges or training 

provider



Apprenticeships

Apprenticeships – Involve 
working for an employer in a 

specific role while being 
trained to do the job by 
experienced staff, in a 

combination of on-the-job 
and off-the-job training at a 
college or training provider

Apprenticeships can now be undertaken in a variety of 
industries, including Engineering, Graphic Design, Software 

Development, Hair and Beauty and Catering (and can be 
started as soon as an individual turns 16 and has left full-time 

education, although you can apply beforehand)

Intermediate/Level 2
(equivalent to GCSE) – usually 

requires Maths/English at 
GCSE

Advanced/Level 3 (equivalent 
to A-Level) – usually requires 

5 GCSEs at Grade 4+

Higher/Level 4-5 (equivalent 
to Foundation Degree) –

usually requires L3 or A-Levels

Degree/Level 6-7 (equivalent 
to University Degree) –

usually requires 3 A-Levels or 
similar

Apprenticeships must be at least one 
year long and all apprentices must 

be paid a minimum of £4.30 per 
hour (although many companies pay 

more!). 

Become an 
apprentice: Apply 

for an 
apprenticeship -

GOV.UK 
(www.gov.uk)

https://www.gov.uk/become-apprentice/apply-for-an-apprenticeship


Find a traineeship - GOV.UK (www.gov.uk)

https://www.gov.uk/find-traineeship




T Levels - Find a T Level | T 
Levels

https://www.tlevels.gov.uk/students/find?Postcode=&NumberOfItemsToShow=10&ShouldSearch=True&TotalRecordCount=258&SelectedItemIndex=5&SelectedQualificationId=0


T Levels - Find a T Level | T 
Levels

https://www.tlevels.gov.uk/students/find?Postcode=&NumberOfItemsToShow=10&ShouldSearch=True&TotalRecordCount=258&SelectedItemIndex=5&SelectedQualificationId=0


We will now explore …

 Studying at a school sixth form /sixth form college
 Studying at a further education college
 Studying at training providers 



School Sixth Form: These offer both A Level and 
BTEC/vocational qualifications - These are 
usually attached to a secondary school

Sixth Form Colleges: These are very similar to 
sixth forms, but they are separate from 
secondary schools based at a college. Sandwell 
college, Halesowen College, Dudley college, 
Wolverhampton college all have sixth forms. 



School Sixth Form , sixth form college Route
Sixth forms typically focus on A-Level (Advanced Level) qualifications – two-year courses that end in an overall examination and a 

grade from A*-E (1-9) , with a similar structure to GCSEs but looking at the subject in a lot more depth. Students can study:

Traditional A-Levels – Subjects 
like Biology, Chemistry, Physics, 

English Literature, English 
Language, Mathematics, 

Geography, History, Languages, 
Religious Education

Alternative A-Levels – Subjects 
like Sociology, Psychology, 
Business Studies,  Media 

Studies, Economics, and Sport

BTEC L3 Diplomas – Sixth forms also  offer BTEC 
qualifications and other vocational qualifications that 

can be taken alongside A-Levels. These are usually made 
up of a number of separate modules and include 

practical assessments and coursework, as well as exams. 
Subjects can include Health and Social Care, Applied 

Science, and Travel and Tourism etc 

Entry Requirements – sixth form/colleges  usually ask 
students to have 5 GCSEs at Grade 4/C or above but make 

sure that you do your research, as some courses, such as A-
Level Maths, Physics, Biology and Chemistry, require 

students to achieve a Grade 6 or above at GCSE in order to 
demonstrate their deeper understanding of the subject.-

check individual setting for their entry requirements 



What is a sixth form like?

• The environment at a Sixth 
Form College is generally 
more adult, and students 
are expected to take more 
responsibility for 
themselves and their 
learning.

• Sixth Form Colleges tend 
to be slightly more relaxed 
when comparing them with 
School Sixth Forms, and 
students usually address 
their teachers on a first 
name basis

• A Sixth Form College is closer 
to what the university 
experience will be like

Teachers at a 
School Sixth Form 
might ask that you 
still address them 
as ‘Sir’ or ‘Miss’ 

•School Sixth 
Forms tend to be 

more formal places 
and familiar to you

If you stay on at 
the same school 

and go to that sixth 
form you will more 
than likely already 
know the teachers 
and they will know 

you. 

•Knowing your 
teachers and 

surroundings may 
help you settle into 

A level life a lot 
quicker



College Route

•Colleges usually offer what's called vocational courses. 
These courses are very hands-on and practical, like 

cooking or uniform services, and will sometimes be in the 
form of apprenticeships. If you’re looking to switch things up 

a bit, College could be for you. With hundreds more 
students per year than at Sixth Form, you’ve got more 

chance of meeting ‘your kind of people’ and expanding your 
circle.

There could also be a wider range of courses available at 
College, allowing you to further explore what you’re into, 

and guide you towards career path of your dreams 

They provide a different learning environment to what you 
were used to at school

The environment at a Sixth Form College is generally more 
adult, and students are expected to take more responsibility 
for themselves and their learning students usually address 

their teachers on a first name basis

•Probably the biggest incentive for students to go to College 
is for the experience of being part of a place that functions a 
little more like a university. Coming out of your comfort zone 
and meeting loads of new people can be life changing, and 

a huge boost of confidence

Entry Requirements:

Entry Level/Level 1 – Can require anything from no 
qualifications up to 3 GCSEs (any grade)

Level 2 – Usually requires 3 GCSEs at Grade 3/D or 
above 

Level 3 – Usually requires 5 GCSEs at Grade 4/C or 
above



Thank you for listening 
 People (blackcountrylep.co.uk)

 https://www.blackcountrylep.co.uk/our-strategy/people/support-for-school-leavers/black-country-guide-for-school-
leavers/

 Black Country Local Enterprise Partnership & Jobs | Learn Live | Contact Us Today (learnliveuk.com)

 Welcome to the CEC Resource Directory | CEC Resource Directory (careersandenterprise.co.uk)

 The Careers & Enterprise Company | The Careers and Enterprise Company

https://www.blackcountrylep.co.uk/our-strategy/people/
https://www.blackcountrylep.co.uk/our-strategy/people/support-for-school-leavers/black-country-guide-for-school-leavers/
https://learnliveuk.com/partner/black-country-local-enterprise-partnership/
https://resources.careersandenterprise.co.uk/
https://www.careersandenterprise.co.uk/


Training providers

What are training 
providers?

• Smaller Training Providers – In addition to the larger FE colleges, 
there are a number of smaller training organisations around our 
area and further afield that offer a range of vocational courses for 
students, including Motor Vehicle, Business Admin, Customer 
Service, Health and Social Care, Construction, Personal Fitness, 
Hair and Beauty and Hospitality and Catering, as well as support 
with Maths and English and help for students wanting to 
progress on to apprenticeships or work, all delivered in a much 
smaller environment with class sizes of 10-15 students

Examples of Training 
Providers

• Juniper Training – https://www.junipertraining.co.uk/

• Nacro – https://www.nacro.org.uk/education/education-
centres/nacro-walsall-centre/

• Nova Training – http://www.novatraining.co.uk/

• Skills Training UK – https://www.skillstraininguk.com/

• PTP Training – Home Page : PTP (ptp-training.co.uk)

https://www.junipertraining.co.uk/
https://www.nacro.org.uk/education/education-centres/nacro-walsall-centre/
http://www.novatraining.co.uk/
https://www.skillstraininguk.com/
https://ptp-training.co.uk/

